
 

A Harley for the Holy Father and an orphanage for 
Uganda  

Peace-ride 2019 of the JESUS BIKER® to Rome  
 
The ecumencial group of Christian bikers called the JESUS BIKER® of the SOF/Lazarus Union 
CSLI-comrades Dr. Thomas Draxler and Markus Sell decided a big task for 2019. In July they 
drive to Rome with their hot wheels in a motorcade in order to donate a white Harley 
Davidson to the Holy Father which they are now building exclusively for him. On their journey 
to Rome they will stop in Austria.  
 
Already in 2017 the JESUS BIKER ® caused a sensation across the whole of Germany. Via 
Facebook they asked to fulfil a last wish for a terminally ill person. Nearly 1000 biker from 
Germany, Austria and from Switzerland came to accompany the cance patient on a biker tour 
to a water reservoir (we already reported about this).  
 
Now it will be time again: An initial idea, that has been carried out by the comrade Thomas for 
more than three years, becomes true and will take place in the summer under great media 
interest. Together with his SOF comrade and press officer Markus, as well as an organizing team 
of three other Jesus bikers, he has been planning this elaborate event for months down to the 
smallest detail. Together with Father Karl Wallner, the national director of MISSIO Austria, the 
idea was turned into reality and in the middle of last year the contact with the Vatican was 
established. By the way, the route is worked out and the accommodation is booked for 60 
people. 
 

Peace Ride for a good cause  
 
The PEACE-RIDE® (biker jargon) is intended to show that the life of Christian values and the love 
of motorcycling in everyday life do not have to be mutually exclusive. As a special present the 
Jesus bikers carry a special gift in their baggage: A white Harley-Davidson. This is currently being 
built in elaborate handiwork completely as a single piece, specially painted and gilded, and is to 
be handed over to the Holy Father on arrival in Rome on July 7th. 
The motorcycle is sponsored by Christoph Repp. Money is no object for the managing director 
of Harley-Davidson Würzburg Village. Approx. 20.000 Euros will be invested in the exclusive, 
"white unique motorcyle," as it is affectionately known in-house, in about 2.000 working hours.  
 
Since, of course, it is clear that the Holy Father does not keep the motorcycle for private 
pleasure, a small condition is linked to the gift: An auction house has to sell the motorbike to 
the highest bidder. According to leading motorcycle magazines in Europe, the realistically 
achievable collector’s price is between 200.000 and 300.000 Euros. The money will be used to 
build an orphanage in Uganda, where unintended children outcast by the society will be 
provided and receive education. 
 

  



Seven stages  – 1.900 kilometres 
The tour will start on 29th June in the area of Aschaffenburg (Germany). The first stop will be at 
the motorway services “Geiselwind” between Würzburg und Nuremburg where a great event 
with American cars and motorcycles will take place. Here the Jesus Biker will present the “Holy 
Father Harley” and take part in an open air mass with the visitors of the Street Mag Show. 
Afterwards they drive in one-day stages to Rome – via Altötting (Germany), Stift Heiligenkreuz 
(Austria), Klagenfurt (Austria), Padua (Italy) and Assisi (Italy). In Rome they will then hand over 
the motorcycle – if everything goes well like it is planned for a long time.  

At each one-day stage evening events with the Jesus Bikers and the JESUS BIKER BAND (JBB) are 
planned. At Stift Heiligenkreuz the bikers will carry out the evening mass on Monday, 1st July at 
06:00 p.m. This mass will to be broadcast live on television (EWTN). 
 

Invitation to CSLI-members  
 
There are surely some motorcycle enthusiasts among the Lazarus Union. As the peace ride will 
stop at Vienna and Klagenfurt initiators would be naturally glad to welcome comrades of the 
CSLI in order to present the project and the extraordinary motorbike. If someone wants to take 
part in the tour on his own motorbike this is naturally possible and wanted!  
 
The corso consisting of approx. 30 Jesus Bikern, the „Harleyluja-Davidson“, members of the 
„Motorrad-Sponsors Harley-Davidson Würzburg-Village“ and selected representatives of several  
public broadcasting organisations and journalists of the trade press will stop on Monday, 1st 
July in Stift Heiligenkreuz and on Tuesday, 2nd July in in Klagenfurt on Wörthersee. 
 

The revenues will finance three social projects  

 

With this PEACE-RIDE® action the Jesus Biker promote the precious work of Father Karl Wallner 
for MISSIO Austria and collect donations for their own heart project of the Tribal Mission 
Friends – the Indian Mission of their biker brother Canon Babu Gerorge. 
The revenues from the auction of the Harley-Davidson are specifically intended for a social 
project of the Pontifical Missions Services. The third project is a kindergarden project in Brazil 
that is financed by the “Franziskanischen Gemeinschaft von Bethanien“ in Aschaffenburg by 
selling monastery beert hat was specially produced for this. A beer transportation vehicle 
sponsored by Brauerei Bergmann from Glattbach near Aschaffenburg will accompany the 
PEACE-RIDE together with monks of the Franciscan community. 
 
For further information see www.peace-ride.eu 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

3 SOF-comrades & Jesus Biker 
 
from left to right:  Tom Draxler (he drives the Holy Father-Harley to Rome), Markus Sell (press 
officer and promoter), Thomas Draxler (founder of the  Jesus Biker® and promoter 

Background infos: The healthcare professional Dr. Thomas Draxler founded the Jesus 
Biker® in 2014. Meanwhile it is a group of approx. 40 bikers who take up their hobby 
and who do social work. They live the ecumenical Christianity in an exemplary manner: 
Catholics and Protestants, Syrian- and Greek Orthodox, Free Christians and Christians 
without church connexion care for their spiritual similarities and not for the 
confessional differences of their confessions. Among the Jesus Biker there are several 
priests and deacons of different confessions and the Jesus Biker Band JBB. During the 
German Catholic Convention in 2016 and 2018 precious contact were made – among 
them the contact with Father Karl Waller of MISSIO Austria – and the idea for the peace 
ride to Rome to collect as much money as possible – came true. The SOF/CSLI-
comrades Thomas Draxler and Markus Sell with their Jesus Biker Orga-Team are 
responsible for the PEACE-RIDE®. 



 

A first view on the rear wheel of the Harley in the early stages: 

Spokes gilded by hand, the brake light will be integrated in the deepened cross.  
In the end the bike will be made in South American style – that consists with the home country 
of the Holy Father.  

 

 

Prof. P. Dr. Karl Wallner visiting Würzburg  
The National Director of MISSIO Austria with the front tyre with the golden spokes. A peace of 
the „white unicum“ for the Holy Father.  

 

 

 



 

Dream of 80 PS in beige/white, black and gold.  
The Harley for the Holy Father is an eye-catcher – even in unfinished.  

 


