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REPORTS 2013
January 2013

CSLI "The Sword of Freedom": Humanitarian support in Nepal
The SOF supports and looks internationally after
different auxiliary projects. One of them is our auxiliary project in Katmandu (Nepal) about which we
report here briefly. The SOF was decisively involved in the construction of a hospital in the poverty area of Katmandu. The leader of the hospital
and organizer of various Medical camps in the rural areas of Nepal, Dr. Shiva Thapa (SOF of representatives for Nepal), concerns self-sacrificing on
site around the destitute.

This, nevertheless, with the restricted possibilities
which are available to him the SOF is to be financed
always anxiously by donation money necessary drugs.
This steady and helpful engagement was pursued by
the Nepalese president with big joy carefully. Thus,
some delegates received the possibility for a private
audience with the president as a token of big gratitude.
These are exactly these moments in those a smile
more states than thousand words. Ambassador SOF
Bernd Höhle convinced himself on site with his assistants about the progress of the projects. Within the
scope of this official visit the delegation SOF was also
invited by the leader of the blood bank in Nepal to the
inspection. Also, a receipt with the general of the Nepalese army, in the general headquarters in Katmandu,
stood on the programme.
Sunday, the 6th January 2013
Epiphany Service
At the kind invitation of Chaplain General +Douglas Lewins and Federal Chaplain Howard Weston
Smart, members of CSLI joined representatives of
a number Orders of Chivalry at the Church of Our
Most Holy Redeemer in Exmouth Market, London.

By his engagement he gives to many people the necessary confidence and hope. This hope on his part
also exists in the steady contact and by the support of
the Thai to Representative for SOF which also at the
same time doctor is, Dr. Mac Baine. As a doctor, he
accompanies the Medical camps, examines on site
the destitute, carries out vaccinations and small interventions.

Reports 2013

The occasion was the Epiphany Carol Service, in celebration of the journey to, and adoration and offerings
of, the 3 Magi or Kings at Bethlehem.
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Representatives at the Service included members of
the Order of St Joachim, the Military and Hospitaller
Order of St Lazarus of Jerusalem, the Order of St.
Stanislas, the Royal Confraternity of San Teotonio,
and the Order of St David & St Non.).
This High Anglican Service was thoroughly appreciated by all in attendance, who then enjoyed fellowship
over a cup of mulled wine, bringing the12th Night of
Christmas to a close

REPORTS
In the presence of several Catholic Military Chaplains,
the water was consecrated by the Orthodox Military
Chaplain, Father Alexander Lapin D.D.
Before the consecration he explained some of the
background to the ceremony and the various customs
of the Orthodox Church.

Wednesday, the 16th January 2013
Consecration of Water 2013
The Lazarus Union was very happy to receive an
invitation from the Orthodox Military Chaplaincy of
Austria’s Armed Forces to the Consecration of
Water in Vienna’s Maria Theresa Barracks.
On Wednesday 16 January, the delegation punctually
met under the leadership of the Union Commander,
Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt.

He was accompanied by the Adjutant General, Christopher Ptak, the CSLI Ambassador to Lithuania, Algis
Klimaitis, and the Commander of the Honour Guard,
Colonel-CSLI Patrick Poppel.
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The ceremony followed the Byzantine Rite, but was
conducted in German. This allowed all participants to
follow the proceedings easily.
Although the consecration was held in the open air, all
those present could smell the fragrant incense. Only a
very few were bothered by the bitter cold.
Because of their great commitment to ecumenical dialogue, it was a great honour for the representatives of
the Lazarus Union to participate in this ceremony. At
the end, everyone was able to take a little of the consecrated water home with them.
The celebration also demonstrated, once again, the
important integrative values of the Austrian military.
Saturday, the 26th January 2013
General Assemblies of the Lazarus Union – CSLI,
Corps Saint Lazarus Austria – CSLA, Naval Comradeship Vice Admiral Archduke Ferdinand Max
On January 26th, 2013, there was “great battle day of
general assemblies“ for the Lazarus Union as there
were three general assemblies scheduled for that day.
But anyone expecting anything big surely got disappointed as all three general assemblies were not only
finished within three hours but all decisions on motions
were unanimously.
As a guest of honour, we could welcome the Grand
Prior of the Austrian Grand Priory of the Military and
Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem
(HOLJ), Chev. Oliver Gruber-Lavin KLJ (acting as an
observer of the HOLJ administration in Malta).

Reports 2013
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Absolute (internal) general assembly record was won
by the Corps Saint Lazarus Austria– CSLA. CSLA
president Wolfgang Leithner managed to finish the
CSLA general assembly in an astonishing 18 minutes
inclusive the co-opting of Dr. Oswin Hochstöger, attorney at law, into the board of management.
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ion and in the Austrian Naval Union (Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt) took a little longer but also managed
to finish the general assembly within 50 minutes. It
took him somewhat longer as the report on the 1st
Handicapped Sail Cruise of the Lazarus Union led to
some discussions, also the co-opting of Hannes
Hochmuth as Vice Chair of the Naval Comradeship
had to be approved.

The board of the Corps Saint Lazarus Austria-CSLA.
The board of the MK-EFM.

Actual summit of the day was the general assembly of
the Lazarus Union to which more than 70% of all members entitled to vote did show up. Thanks to the new
home page the Lazarus Union president, Senator h.c.
Wolfgang Steinhardt, could reduce his report to the
headers (there was definitely much to report on last
year‘s numerous activities).

CSLA Vice-President lawyer Dr. Oswin Hochstöger.

President Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt opens the general
assembly.

Lazarus Union President Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt (2.f.l.)
watches the general assembly of the CSLA.

The chair of the Naval Comradeship Vizeadmiral
Erzherzog Ferdinand Max – CSLI in the Lazarus Un-

Reports 2013
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REPORTS
Also, to be mentioned is the noticeable camaraderie
and the communal spirit. No single aggressive word,
no dispute, no personal attacks, no irrelevant criticism,
but only constructive and forward-looking contributions where everybody was trying his best to contribute to the whole and the collective success.
Altogether this day was another successful milestone
in the short history of the Lazarus Union and its associated unions and an excellent proof of the good work
provided in the spirit of St. Lazarus by all the directors,
officials, and members.
For this, thanks a lot!

2nd Lt CSLI Peter Jung from Germany receives his promotion decree to 1st Lieutenant CSLI.

Saturday, the 2nd February 2013
A Memorial Mass in the Collegiate Church of the
Holy Cross, Vienna and a Commemorative Concert in the Russian Cultural Institute for the 70th
Anniversary of the Battle of Stalingrad.
History of the Tragedy:

The board of the Lazarus Union.

The report of the auditors is to be mentioned particularly (see the reprint) as it again notes especially the
very low administrative costs and the “expenses handling policy“ of the Lazarus Union, something the Lazarus Union is very proud of. We know of no other organisations (of a comparable size) with such a low factor of administrative costs.

The presentation of the projects of the Lazarus Union.
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On the 2nd February 1943, the remnants of the German 6th Army surrendered to Soviet troops at Stalingrad. This Red Army victory over the Germans is regarded as one of the turning points in World War II.
The months-long battle, in temperatures down to minus 43 degrees, cost the lives of least 150,000 Germans, tens of thousands of their Allies and 500,000
Russians.
Four of the Divisions of the German Army that fought
at Stalingrad contained a high proportion of Austrians:
the 44th Infantry Division, the 297th Infantry Division,
the 100th Jäger Division and the 24th Panzer Division.
The soldiers were mostly from Vienna, Burgenland
and Styria.

Of the approximately 91,000 German soldiers who fell
into Soviet captivity, only 6,000 returned home.

Reports 2013

REPORTS
An image of the Virgin Mary, ’The Stalingrad Madonna’, was drawn by the senior German physician Dr
Kurt Reuber during the battle to inspire his patients. It
is featured on the 70th anniversary commemorative
plaque.
To mark the 70th Anniversary of the end of the battle a
memorial service was held in the Collegiate Church of
the Holy Cross, Vienna.
A strong delegation from the 44th ID “Hoch-und
Deutschmeister” Comrades Association was present
to commemorate fallen Members and their German
comrades. In memory of their fallen comrades they began by marching in their traditional Banners to join
those of the Kameradschaftsbund (Association of
Comrades) and the ÖBH.

The service was celebrated by the Military Dean, Peter
Papst M.A. Also present was the bishop of the Russian
Orthodox Church, the Orthodox Military Chaplain, Father Lapin, and representatives of the Diplomatic
Corps. There was also a strong turnout from several
traditional clubs and a small number of former soldiers
and participants in the battle.
The Lazarus Union was represented by President
Steinhardt and comrades Kadlec, Ptak, Hochmuth and
Gruber.
In his sermon, The Military Dean recalled the events
of that time: During the course of the fighting about 1
million people (civilians and soldiers) were killed. The
majority did not die in combat action but froze to death,
starved or fell victim to disease.
Also recalled was the Austrian memorial in Pestschanka and the inscription on its bronze plaque,
which reads:
“This memorial is dedicated to all the victims of
the Battle of Stalingrad 1942/43, it reminds us of
the suffering of the soldiers who died here and of

Reports 2013
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the civilian population. For those from all countries who died here or in captivity we ask their eternal peace in Russian soil. “
A prayer in the Orthodox Rite ended the religious part
of the service.

After a short speech wreaths were laid. The ceremony
was completed with the playing of The Deutschmeister
March.
It should be added that, by resolution of the City Council, on the 70th anniversary Day of Remembrance for
the defeat of Hitler’s 6th Army, Volgograd will again
bear the name Stalingrad. This new rule will also apply
on 9th May (Victory Day) and on four other commemorations during the year
Monday, the 4th February 2013
Celebratory Concert and evening exhibition on the
70th Anniversary of the Battle of Stalingrad
Two days later, on 4th February 2013, the Russian
Cultural Institute also held a memorial service in
memory of all the fallen at the battle of Stalingrad.
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REPORTS
On behalf of the “Hoch-und Deutschmeister”, Section
Chief ret. Dr. Otto Gratschmayer gave thanks for the
successful event.

The program included an impressive documentary
photo exhibition from the collection of the Central Museum of the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945. The pictures, some on show for the first time, clearly depicted
the misery of war.

Representing the CSLI were President Steinhardt and comrades
Kadlec, Ptak and Hochmuth. Our comrade Hannes took the excellent photos, as usual. Many thanks to him for that.

Thursday, the 28th February to
Friday, the 8th March 2013
Investiture 2013 Brazil/Rio de Janeiro

The exhibition was opened by Counsellor Tatiana
Mishukovskaya. Her speech revealed the extent to
which the events of that time are rooted in Russian
collective memory.

At the invitation of the Grand Prior of the Brazilian
Grand Priory of the United Grand Priories of the
Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem,
Dr. Oswin Hochstöger (Vice President of Corps
Saint Lazarus Austria-CSLA) and I attended an investiture ceremony in Rio de Janeiro. Our host,
GenLt CSLI Roberto Ortiz, is the CSLI Commander
for Latin America and Brazil as well as Grand Prefect of the Lazarus Union Knighthood of Honour in
Brazil.
The flight on 28.2.2013, from Vienna via Amsterdam
to Rio de Janeiro, took about 16 hours so we were
fairly tired on our arrival at Rio but waiting for us at the
airport was Capt CSLI Marcos Antonio Penna, ready
to guide us to our hotel.

This was followed by an impressive concert: “Songs of
the War Years”, with Dmitri Kostov (bass), a member
of the Vienna Folk Opera, and Irina Dankewitsch (piano). The songs were performed in German and Russian.
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The hotel was in the “Leblon” district, a very safe and
pleasant area. From the hotel room, we had a direct
view of the Corcovado Christ statue and the hotel also
featured a large swimming pool on the roof.
For the next day, discussions and preparatory meetings had been planned with Roberto Ortiz. Procedings
concluded with ‚snacks’ of ten different, deliciously
prepared, beef products. Costing very little for as
much as we could eat, these were greatly enjoyed.
Later we also enjoyed seeing Rio de Janeiro’s large
and wonderful Botanical Garden
The Investiture itself lasted over two hours, not only
because the founding of the new future “Agnus Dei”
and the establishment of the Grand Priory of Brazil
meant the officials had to be sworn in, but also because many recordings and awards were also made.
I myself had the great honour to act as Head of the
Investiture, representing the Grand Chancellor of the
Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, Dr.
Max J. Ellul from Malta.

Reports 2013

291

Chronicle of the Lazarus Union from 2007 to 2017

REPORTS

The closing gala luncheon following the Investiture
echoed to the friendly sound of many comradely discussions.

We also drove through Rio’s “favelas”, or slums, but
getting out of the car wasn’t recommended. Viewing
from a distance was safer.
The following days were filled with sightseeing and further talks about the work of the CSLI in Brazil and Latin
America, as well as other future plans. The CSLI in
Brazil, currently with almost 1,000 members (including
the “Patrulha Aeria Civil – PAC” organization, a group
member of the Lazarus Union), is one of the largest
national organizations of the Lazarus Union and a major Prefecture of the Lazarus Union Knights of Honour.
Latin America is the continent with probably the most
members and friends of the Lazarus Union.
We visited, among others, the National Theatre, the
famous “Sambadrome”, the modern 145-meter-high
modern Cathedral of Rio de Janeiro with a capacity of
20,000 people and, of course, the Corcovado and the
blessing – the huge statue of Christ at the summit.

The culmination was the visit to the summit of the
world famous “Sugar Loaf” mountain, for me the ultimate experience. From here helicopters start their unforgettable sightseeing flights, and you get the best
views of the amazing landscape in which Rio de
Janeiro is set.
Walking on the famous Copacabana and Leblon
beaches and seeing the inland lagoon brought our
wonderful stay in Rio de Janeiro to an end. After eight
days of new and beautiful experiences and making
many new friends, on 8.3.2013 Oswin and I, after a
flight of 17 hours, landed safely back in Vienna.
Thursday, the 21st March 2013
Blessing of the Banner of the Association of
Friends of Rudolfsheim Church“
The Rudolfsheim Church is well known to the
members of the Lazarus Union and in the autumn
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of 2012 an Association, the “Friends of Rudolfsheimer Church”, was formed there.

On 21.03.2013 this Association invited the CSLI
Knighthood of Honour to the solemn dedication of their
Banner.
Together with the Altar Boys and two Chargers, the
Knights of Honour accompanied the Banner Party of
the Association into the church
The Celebrant of the Mass (Chaplain Gerhard Höbert)
spoke during his sermon about the importance of the
Banner as a sign of their common goal. Rudolfsheim’s
Priest, Msgr. Franz Fischer, then took the Banner into
his care. Symbolically, he struck the Banner three
times.
The reception was a festive occasion and Lent was
temporarily suspended. The members of the association spared no expense or effort in entertaining their
guests well.

Pope Franziscus, 13. March 2013.
(Photo: Hannes Rossow, Vatican)

Thursday, the 18th To Monday, the 22nd April 2013
Investiture ceremony in Malta
Organised and managed by President and CSLI
Unions Commander Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt this wonderful trip and ceremony took place.

Tuesday, the 9th April 2013
Gaudium magnum ! - Habemus papam !
Franciscus
What a name! What hope for the world!
The LAZARUS UNION wholeheartedly congratulates
the new pope on his election. “… the efforts of tolerance, humility, mercy and charity … and the ecumenism of the religions … and the willingness to forgive…”
(Quote of the new pope as archbishop of Buenos
Aires) are those values the LAZARUS UNION commits itself to and as mission statement even are part
of the statutes of the LAZARUS UNION and with their
clear message could well have been penned by the
new Pope.
The LAZARUS UNION assures the Holy Father of its
full support and solidarity in this way. May strength be
bestowed upon him to fulfil these hopes.
The LAZARUS UNION

Reports 2013

Day 1

Also, part of the group were: Josef Maria Gebel, Col.
retd. Reinhard Wassertheuer with his wife Theresia,
Johann Hochmuth, Peter Jung, Dr. Oswin Hochstöger
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with his wife Bettina, and Captain (naval) retd. HansRudolf Gries with his wife Monika
After a short and comfortable flight, we landed in Valletta-Malta. The pre-arranged transportation was already waiting and safely got us to the Hotel Topaz in
St. Paul‘s Bay. After a short refreshing we visited the
Archbishop‘s cathedral in Mdina, a highlight.

REPORTS
After a stroll through the old town, watching a move
about the history of Mdina and Malta we got rather
hungry and found a nice restaurant. With new
strength, we continued to Valetta and finally back to
the hotel.

Before we had a stop in Mostar at the cathedral with
its dome made from stones, third-largest in the world.
In WW II a wonder took place here when a bomb
dropped from an enemy aircraft penetrated the dome
and landed among almost 5000 praying worshippers
but did not explode. The bomb as well as the hole it
made can both be seen today in the church‘s registry.

Day 2
Josef Maria was late again so I without further ado I
renamed him to JM but mother Theresia and assistant
Monika took him under their wings and so that was
taken care of. Trip with the ferry to Gozo.
The first place of interest was the newest church on
Gozo, devoted to John the Baptist, with its start of construction in 1951 and completion only in 1972, huge
just like a cathedral! From the tower terrace of the
church we could enjoy the wonderful view over the island of Gozo.
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Day 3

On we went. In Il-Qawra, a small inland lake, we
rented a nutshell they called a boat and passed a small
cave which after some 500m led into the ocean where
we could see additional caves and grottos. Troubled
sea did not amuse everyone but the many sights made
up for a lot.

At 9 o‘clock already a bus was waiting to bring us to
Valetta for the investiture ceremony. There was international participation from America, Germany, Scotland, England, South Africa, Belgium, Hungary, Montenegro, Ukraine, and Austria. (hopefully I did not forget anyone).
Our detachment dressed in white gala uniforms and
full ornate was good for many an admiring look, especially Peter with his red sash reminded me of Emperor
Franz Josef of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The
other members of the Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem and those of the CSLI delegations
from other countries gave us a warm welcome, as if
we would be old friends

We continued by cab to Marsalforn, a small idyllic fishing village at the north-east coast of Gozo into Neptune‘s Restaurant where a wonderful fish barbecue
was served, with all the extras. After we were filled up
the next points of interest in Rabat (Victoria), the capital of Gozo, were tackled.
The fortress and the old town brought a medieval crusader‘s flair. A lot of shopping was done on the market.
Tired but satisfied we made our way back to our hotel.
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The investiture in the venerable Dominican Church in
Valetta was a wonderful ceremony with a Holy Mass
and the following investiture where Josef Maria Gebel
as Chancellor and representative of the Grand Priory
of Austria was appointed as a Commander did not take
all too long.

For me the ceremony finished somewhat abruptly and
without a common march-out.
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A gala dinner in the Westin Dragonara Hotel, some
speeches and a lottery completed the programme.
Back to the hotel in St. Paul we had the afternoon for
ourselves and I used the time to examine the small
town. A nice beach promenade, lots of souvenir
shops, nice restaurants, and the smell of the sea, what
more can one want? Back to the hotel we had dinner,
actually I was already full but could not resist the
sweets. Some others had two servings of pasta, no
comment …
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Day 4
A cab drove us to Valletta harbour where we had the
great harbour tour and thanks to Wolfgang‘s negotiation skills we had the boat just for our group (it was a
larger vessel in old Maltese ways) and so were able to
see all the attractions of the impressive Valetta harbour. The small and large yachts were quite impressive but thinking about their fuel bills left me completely free of envy.
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In the open sea, there was a great surprise. Monika
received her decree as a CSLI member and “Commander of the CSLI Navy Corps“ by the president and
Union commander. I also receive my membership decree and a nomination as “Captain CSLI Navy Corps.“
What a surprise! Fortunately, Monika (my wife) did not
get an Admiral‘s rank as this would have led to some
problems at home
Then we go to Marsaxlokk where they have market
day. Lots of clothing market stands make the ladies‘
eyes shining bright but fortunately they revert to some
moderate shopping only.
Next to the clothes they had fresh fish, something one
has to come up with. In the restaurant which was recommended to us we had some Prosecco to have a
toast on our new decrees but that was it all. After some
two hours of waiting and several reminders there was
nether food nor an excuse by the patron.

REPORTS

Hungry and somewhat “fed up“ we left the place when
the patron all of a sudden did not want to let us go
away, calling for the police and making a lot of fuss.
The restaurant “Gente di Mare“ in Marsaxlokk should
definitely be avoided as well as its patron, Mr. Darren
Gegabrielle. Finally, we managed to leave the inhospitable place.
Because of this we unfortunately missed a 5D movie
on Malta and its history. So, we only had a walk
through Valletta left when we finally found a shop with
ties which seemed to be out of stock in Malta (in contrast to previous years). Now the gents had a chance
to turn the tables on the ladies and do some shopping.
Our bus was there on time to finally bring us back to
our hotel.

Fortunately, the drinks were paid already so bilking
was out of question.
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The joint dinner was spent with lots of talks on the experiences before everybody left tiredly for their room.
Day 5
Wake-up call at 4 o‘clock, in words four, and departure
to the airport at 5. The hotel management had some
pity with us and provided hot coffee. Little traffic had
us back at the airport quickly and after check-in there
was finally time for a small breakfast. After an uneventful flight, we arrived back in Vienna later in the morning.
Saturday, the 27th April 2013
INVESTITURE VIENNA 2013
The ceremonial investiture of the Knighthood of
Honour took place on April 27th, 2013 in the Austrian Military History Museum-Hall of Fame.

The ceremony itself was commenced by a formal
marching in into the hall of fame of the museum, accompanied by the sounds of the CSLI fanfare and
march. The Colours detachment was commanded by
CSLI Cpt. Gregor Holubek.

As a prelude, the Lazarus Union Music Corps gave an
open-air concert with a performance of Austrian Traditional Marches, directed by musical director Fritz
Lentner. The guests were thus put into the right mood
for the upcoming celebration which was also framed
by our Music Corps in an excellent fashion.
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and provide some additional information. It was a joy
to listen to his most professional commentaries.

A video documenting the 6th CSLI Air Day gave some
insight into the work of the Lazarus Union. Then the
Grand Master of the Knighthood of Honour President
Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt welcomed the
guests and gave some explanations regarding the initiation ceremony.

When all participants had taken their seats, the protocol officer LtCol. Rudolf Murth took over to guide the
audience through the various steps of the celebration
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Many guests participated, of course a lot of Knights of
Honour and CSLI comrades – among them several
guests from Germany, not shunning the long journey.
Also, members and high-ranking officers of the Austrian Army participated, as well as detachments from
friendly organisations like the Radetzky Order, the Order of St. Michael, the Austria Humanitas Corps, and
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the Naval Comradeship Archduke Ferdinand Max.
Also, representatives of the diplomatic corps and the
Austrian Comradeship Union were present.

Our Grand Maser as well as most participants was
most impressed by the atmosphere of the Imperial
War Museum. A background where the “knightly spirit“
definitely could be felt.

Our special thanks go to the “knights“ from Prima
Nocte and Milites Sancti Imperii. They carried our banners and flags and provided with their historic clothes
a link to the beginning of the former Order of St. Lazarus which recruited its members among the lepers in
Outremer, forming the “army of the living dead.“
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The Lazarus Union wants to cooperate respectfully in
peace with all religions, groups, and persons, segregating nobody. We have anchored tolerance, humbleness, charity, and mercy in our mission statement.

Grand Master Steinhardt pointed out that the Lazarus
Union is a world-wide accredited charitable organisation with lots of activities on charity, humane, and
peace-keeping fields, listed as NGO with the United
Nations, having more than 15.000 members in 62
countries worldwide on all continents.
He further pointed out that the Lazarus Union is neither a secular nor a religious knight‘s order, adhering
to no specific religious group and having no obligations toward some. The Lazarus Union never claimed
clerical recognition in any form so nor will it do so in
the future.
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The crusader‘s fanfare led over to the presentation of
the banners. Every Knight of Honour is entitled to his
own coat of arms and also to present this coat of arms
on a banner at official events. At the command: “Banner bearers – step forward!“ the designated banner
bearers step forward and assume the assigned positions. The Grand Master after calling the name hands
the banner over to the knight being honoured with the
banner. The knight turns towards the audience and
greets by lowering the banner. Then the knight returns
the banner to the banner bearer.
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Friendship banners to selected friendly organisations
present are handed over by the Grand Marshal.

It is tradition in the course of a great investiture that
the Lazarus Union officer‘s promise is renewed by all
officers present. After the trumpet signal: “Attention“
designated officers step forward and put their left hand
on the flagpole of the Union flag. The Deputy Federal
Commander Wolfgang Leithner states the formal
promise and all the Officers present reply. “I promise
on my honour …“ Personal honour is the most precious thing a Lazarus Union offer possesses. If he
breaks this promise he puts disgrace upon himself.
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After a speech by the Grand Master the actual initiation ceremony takes place. It is a continuation of the
old tradition of the accolade. The intention accompanying the ceremony is more important to us than the
actual ceremony itself. It claims no authenticity and
shall not be compared to other initiation ceremonies.
The postulants also do not bend their knee before the
Grand Master. In our opinion, one bends the knee only
in front of God, and never in front of a human being
like you or me.

The Grand Master opens the investiture ceremony.
The candidates are called by the Grand Marshal and
step forward as soon as called. Initiated into the
Knighthood of Honour were: Hannes Hochmuth,
Dipl.Ing. Herbert Paulis, Dr. Oswin Hochstöger and
Sergeant Major Werner Winkelhofer. Four more
Knights of Honour were initiated by calling their name,
their initiation will be made public in the course of the
next investiture.
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The Grand Marshal announces: “Dear … …. (the candidate’s first name is used!) You have come before the
Chapter of the CSLI Knighthood of Honour and by SECRET ballot you were UNANIMOUSLY deemed worthy to belong to our community as a … … …. (here the
rank and position to which the candidate is to be commissioned is used). Come before us!”
The Grand Master asks the candidate whether he
wants to belong to the community of The CSLI Knighthood of Honour with the following words:
“I ask you therefore, before the assembled congregation: Do you of your own free will as … …
.. (here the rank and position to which the candidate is to be commissioned is used) want to belong to our community and accept our mission?
The candidate answers:
“I want it with all my heart!”
The Grand Master asks the candidate:
“Are you aware what it means to be a member of
this community?”
The candidate answers:
“Yes, I am!”
The Grand Master then says:
“Into our Knighthood of Honour, we wholeheartedly welcome you. Receive the insignia of your
new dignity: the sword, mantle, and the insignia
of the LAZARUS UNION Knighthood of Honour.”
After the symbolic accolade, the new Knight of Honour
is welcomed into the society with the triple kiss of
brotherhood. After this the new Knight faces the audience while the Grand Master presents the new knight
with the words:
“Dear attendees, friends, comrades: here is our new
Knight of Honour, we applaud him.”
After the applause, the CSLI Fanfare and the Colours
honour the new knight.
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After some music, various promotions and honours
are awarded.
Knights of Honour Dipl.Kfm. Harry Tomek and JosefMaria Gebel are promoted to Knight Commander of
Honour.

Once all investitures and promotions are finished, the
Grand Master speaks the following prayer:

Awards are presented to merited comrades, friends,
and members of friendly organisations.

Lord, make us an instrument of your peace,
that we practice love, where there is hatred,
that we forgive, where there is injury,
that we connect, where there is strife,
that we tell the truth, where there is misconception
that we bring faith where doubts are expressed,
that we awaken hope where despair torments
that we kindle a light where there is darkness,
that we bring joy, where there is sadness.
Lord, seek to make it:
not that we are comforted, but that we comfort;
not that we are understood, but that we understand;
not that we are loved, but that we love.
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Because there is in giving, receiving.
Anyone who forgets himself, finds himself;
Anyone who forgives is forgiven;
And who dies, awakens to eternal life!
Amen!!
This ends the investiture ceremony.
An important part of the celebration is the remembrance for dead comrades. The Federal Commander
takes the Corps Banner which is presented to him and
when the music begins, he lowers the flag.
Music: The Good Comrade
Flags are all lowered, the audience is standing.
This is followed by one minute of silence. All take their
place.
Command: “Flags and banners – up!“
This provides a worthy conclusion of the celebrations
which were a premiere as they were for the first time
being held without any clerical services. This is in line
with our statutes as it underlines our ecumenical position and no religious group will be preferred any more.
Members of the Lazarus Union belong to almost all religions of the world.
As a self-confident international organisation the Lazarus Union has no needs to court any religion‘s favours. Representatives of any religious organisation
will always be welcomed as guests of honour. The
Lazarus Union is open to all religions of the world with
respect and dignity, with no exception, and we will continue this way in the future.
The Marshal directs the participants for the leaving
procession. They take their places and prepare to
leave the hall of fame to the sounds of Beethoven‘s
Symphony No. 9, Fourth Movement (“Ode to Joy“).
Of course, posing for a group photograph was obligatory.

We received very positive comments by our guests.

A small cocktail reception allowed for some small talk
and chats with old friends and comrades.
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ways to make this a success. The main work was (as
always) on our Grand Master.
An impressive day ended with great dignity.
Sunday, the 28th April 2013
St. George’s Day
The traditional St. George’s Mass was celebrated
on 28 April in the Cathedral of The Theresa Military
Academy in Wiener Neustadt, which is dedicated
to St. George.
A delegation of the Lazarus Union took part, together
with our friends from the Radetzky Order and the Austria Humanitas Corps.
The solemn Mass was celebrated by the Deputy Dean
of the Radetzky Order, Military Dean Siegfried Lochner, M.A.
The church was built around the year 1440. In 1479
The Knightly Order of St. George moved its headquarters to Wiener Neustadt, after which the church
adopted St. George as its Patron Saint.

The reactions to the celebration were positive from all
sides. Our thanks to all those who helped in various
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The church was completely destroyed by bombing in
March 1945, but reconstruction was completed in
1951. Since 1987 it has been the seat of the Military
Bishop.
The statue of St George on the High Altar is a Milanese bronze work from the time of Emperor Frederick
III. During the turmoil of the post-war period, the statue
was stolen in 1948 and broken up into 14 parts. After
much effort, the pieces were retrieved and the statue
re-assembled.
The great Holy martyr George is the Patron Saint of
knights and soldiers and is a source of help when in
distress – for help in abuse and other severe cases, in
spiritual struggles, and in the danger and misery of
war.
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The secular part of the feast day ended with a joint
lunch with our comrades and a friendly exchange of
ideas.
April 2013
CSLI "The Sword of Freedom": Respect in
Wurzburg (Kürnach)
We have many contacts with other organisations and
associations. And thus, we respect above all those
which go where we will never be as a neutral relief organisation! In the war! And just so it is natural and a big
honour for us if we can show in this way our respect!

His symbol is the Cross of St. George (a red cross on
white background). Other Holy attributes with which
the Saint is associated are the dragon, the lance and
his presentation as a knight on horseback.

Together with the Austrian life rescue society (ÖLRG)

Hence, we took part in the Friendship meeting of the
Sword of Freedom with the Bavarian soldier's comradeship and the German soldier's alliance. After the
memorial service for fallen soldiers in the local church
of Kürnach an official representative of the armed
forces (general) made a speech in the soldier's monument in Kürnach. We could attach and maintain many
contacts. For the end one more festival march with
nearly 1,000 participants occurred through Kürnach.
Historical information about him is uncertain. He was
possibly born in the second half of the 3rd Century in
Cappadocia. It is believed that he was a senior officer
in the Roman army.
Many legends have grown up around his name. The
most famous is probably his role as Dragon Slayer: the
legend – there are many versions – is that he saved a
princess from an evil dragon. The veneration of St.
George starts in the 4th Century in the form of the
dragon slayer. In the 12th Century he first appears as
the embodiment of religious valour.
In the sermon, he was presented as a model in the
fight for the faith.
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Sunday, the 5th Mai 2013
St. Florian’s Day Mass with the Volunteer Fire Brigade, Spillern
At the invitation of the Volunteer Fire Brigade,
Spillern, a delegation of the Lazarus Union attended their St. Florian’s Day Mass on 5 May 2013.
Saint Florian is the Patron Saint of fire fighters,
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and “In God’s honour, our neighbour to defend”
was the slogan of the day.

We met, on time as always, and in good time for a coffee at the fire station. Then we marched together to
the church, a modern building from the 1960s and a
church to which I will certainly come again.

The Mass was celebrated by Rev. KR Msgr. Francis
Forsthuber, in a dignified style that suited the church.
In his sermon, he gave thanks for the firemen’s vital
service to the community and asked for the blessing
of St. Florian. He also talked about dealing with the
problems that can arise in any organization.
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After Holy Mass our President, Senator h.c Wolfgang
Steinhardt, spoke to present the Lazarus Union after
which he took the opportunity to honour some of the
Spillern fire fighters.

Awards were: the CSLI Mission Cross in Bronze to BI
Karl Konrad, OFM Markus Lenz and Josef Steiner FM,
and in Gold to EOBI Ferdinand Mayer. (Since business prevented the first three mentioned attending,
their awards were accepted by BR Adolf Huber.)
The Spillern Volunteer Fire Brigade participated in our
Disabled Flight Day in 2012. They provided two fire
trucks for tours, which proved very popular We also
had the opportunity to visit the fire museum. EOBI Ferdinand Mayer led us through the collection. It is an interesting museum that has been put together with real
dedication.
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BR Adolf Huber took us around the fire station and
gave us an overview of the Brigade. Currently there
are 59 active members, 6 youth volunteers and a 7man reserve. In operations, there were 86 hours of
fire-fighting, 320 hours of technical operations, some
false alarms and 2,452 hours of exercises and meetings.

Also impressive is the equipment the Brigade uses
with their various vehicles – these include barges and
a rescue boat for the water service. We were also able
to visit the command centre, which was manned and
ready for action. Regarding communications, the
Spillern Brigade has long been part of the digital age.
It has been converted in part to the digital radio system
BOS Austria (for authorities and organizations with security tasks). The same applies to the alarm, with digital pagers purchased here. The fire fighters’ tasks will
become increasingly difficult (with more technical operations) and this will require better, more diverse, intensive and prolonged training.

After we had been entered in the guest book, we were
treated to coffee and cake.
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At this get-together, we guests were generously given
gifts, which we much appreciated, but it also provided
us with an opportunity to exchange ideas and to get to
know each other better. What is certain is that the
Spillern Volunteer Fire Brigade will once again participate in our next Disabled Flight Day. We look forward
to seeing them.
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Mai 2013

CSLI „The Sword of Freedom“: Medical Camp in
the Philippines
Also, our Medical Camp in the Philippines is thanks to
the many medical donations (medicines, remedies,
and adjuvants etc.) in best condition. very special
thanks to the Philippine military and the support by
General Go!

he concert was a landmark in the history of concert
performances of the Austrian National Anthem.
As mentioned above, the occasion was the commemoration of the signing of the State Treaty in 1955. Another motive was to provide an event that accorded all
the nations of the world the same respect. So, the concert aimed to make a small contribution to international
understanding.
On the night, the great church at Cardinal Rauscher
Platz resounded to the anthems of the signatory
States of the Treaty and 12 national anthems from
around the world. The national anthems were selected
according to artistic merit, not political criteria.
The selection was also, to some extent, subjective: the
anthems either having a direct connection to the CSLI,
or an indirect connection through individual members
of the Lazarus Union.
The CSLI was especially delighted that so many
guests could accept the invitation – there being three
simultaneous Vienna District Festival 2013 events that
evening.

Wednesday, the 15th Mai 2013
Concert „Organ of the Nations“
Under this title a remarkable organ concert to
mark the 58th Anniversary of the signing of the
Austrian State Treaty took place on 15 May 2013 in
the Rudolfsheim parish church. The concert was
held under the patronage of the Lazarus Union
Knighthood of Honour.
On the Church’s great organ Mrs Lusine Poppel
played national anthems of the world from a score specially edited for the organ.
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The Grand Master of the CSLI Knighthood of Honour,
Senator h.c Wolfgang Steinhardt, acted as presenter
for the concert.

Representatives of our allied organizations attended:
The Radetzky Order, The Order of St. Michael and the
Austria Humanitas Corps.
We said welcome also to representatives from the diplomatic corps. Especially the Military Attaché of the
Federal Republic of Germany, LtCol Joachim Timmel
and his wife and our Knight of Honour, Chancellor Anton Marku from the Republic of Kosovo as well.
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After the entry of the Banners, the CSLI Fanfare and
our march (the Pappenheimer Marsch) were played.
The guests waited with some curiosity for the main
program. How would The Marseillaise sound on the
organ? The national anthem of Armenia, played as a
prelude, made an impressive introduction to The Marseillaise with trumpets and the powerful anthem of the
Russian Federation.

All guests seemed visibly impressed to hear the wellknown national anthems played on a church instrument.
After the Austrian National Anthem, the singing of the
song “I Had a Comrade” was accompanied by the lowering of Banners in salute. A minute’s silence was held
to remember all who lost their lives in war.
Although the concert lasted less than an hour, we
shouldn’t forget that the organist had invested several
days in preparation for this unique project.
Every single anthem was rewritten from its orchestral
score into a version playable on the organ. Thus, the
National Anthems of Armenia, France, Germany, Albania, Britain, Russia, South Africa, Brazil, Japan, The
USA, The Dominican Republic and Austria were
heard.
We are delighted to have Mrs Lusine Poppel as Music
Officer in our ranks and look forward to more successful concerts.
Afterwards, a small reception in the parish hall offered
an opportunity for an exchange of views.
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The traditional Viennese coffee house, Café Weingartner, provided rolls for the reception. They reflected the
theme of the event, with their ingredients drawn from
the national dishes of the 12 nations whose anthems
we had heard. Wine was kindly provided by The Association of Friends of Rudolfsheim Church.
Truly, music knows no boundaries and we hope our
concert was a small contribution to international understanding. Reactions were positive in all cases. We
thank you for coming and look forward to the next concert.

As an accomplished pianist and organist, she is
able to provide the music to accompany both spiritual events (Investitures, Masses, etc.), and social gatherings.
Friday, the 31st May 2013
Festival Concert “Viennese Ballroom Stories“ in
the Arcade Court of Vienna‘s Town Hall Wien
A delegation of the Lazarus Union visited the festival concert given in the course of the 34th Austrian Brass Music Festival. The Viennese Brass Orchestra played waltz and polka melodies in the arcade court of Vienna‘s town hall to the motto
“Viennese ballroom stories.“
For the first time three musicians participated from the
Lazarus Union Music Corps, which is an official member of the Viennese Brass Music Association since
May 15th, 2013.
The concert was opened with Karl Rosner‘s “Viennese
Opera Ball Fanfare.“ Directed by bandmaster Herbert
Klinger the orchestra consisting of various musicians
from the association played a colourful variety of
tunes, among others also from Strauß and Ziehrer.
Besides our three musicians there were musicians
from the Academic Brass Philharmonic Orchestra Vienna, the k.u.k. Viennese Regiment Band IR 4, the Vienna Police Music Corps and others. Our sutlers in
their white gala dresses were responsible for guest assistance on request of the officials from Vienna‘s cultural town department.

1st Lieutenant CSLI Music Corp
Lusine Poppel M.A.
Lusine Poppel was born in 1979 in Yerevan (Armenia). She comes from an old Armenian academic family. Having completed studies in music
and education, she now works as a music teacher
and concert pianist. She has an expert
knowledge of old keyboard instruments and the
music of the 16th and 17th Centuries, and came to
Vienna in 2009 to further her studies of church
music.
In addition to her Doctoral studies and playing the
organ at services in the Churches of Vienna, she
has agreed to serve as CSLI Music Officer.
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Also, some rarely performed compositions like the
„Stefanie-Gavotte“ by Alphons Czibulka were played
in front of an enthusiastic audience. Some tunes were
accompanied by dancing performances presented by
the waltz formation of the dancing school Ellmayer.
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The evening was moderated by Dr. Friedrich Anzenberger, member of the board and scientific director of
the documentation centre of the Austria Brass Music
Association and general secretary of the International
Society for Research and Support of Brass Music.
After several bonuses tunes strongly demanded by the
audience the concert was closed – in the tradition of
the New Year‘s Concert – with the Radetzky March.
On leaving the town hall all ladies were presented a
rose as a ladies‘ gift.
June 2013
Friendship meeting in Warsaw
The international peace- and relief organization
„The Sword of Freedom“ was a coorganizer of the
Friendship meeting in Warsaw (Poland). This wonderful town which saw a long, but also radical history was a central meeting place of this event. Our
organisation looked after this event with the honourable job to put an honorary guard for the
wreath putting down in the honorary monument in
the Holocaust museum and the Warsaw war memorial.

Tuesday, the 4th &
Wednesday, the 5th June 2013
Flood Report June 2013
A report by helicopter pilot and flight instructor
Mjr CSLI Klaus Weber I
My valued Lazarus Union comrades!
And I mean ALL, without regard to rank, because we
are all one unit (not only) in times of such a disaster!
During flight missions, yesterday and today
(04.06.2013 & 05.06.2013) I recorded these shocking
images of the disaster on the floodplain of the Danube
around Tulln! My route was from Stockerau to the
power plant at Theis. All the houses in the settlement
have been evacuated, and stand with water up to their
roofs.
These devastating pictures remind me, alas, of my relief operation of 2010 in Islamabad / Pakistan. Time
and again, it’s an indescribable and unimaginable horror for people who have lost all their belongings.

For the participates it was not only a radical moment
of the silence, rather one moment of the internal grief
and itself the consciousness that our planet should experience no other wars. It is difficult in the today's time
to unite all religions cultures and views; however, it lies
to us like we would like to form our future and leave
them to our children trendsetting.
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These images certainly also saddened me as an outdoor enthusiast and hunter! Seeing wild animals struggling for survival and searching for safety on floating
islands was a sight that was very difficult to bear!
The roads are not passable because of the water,
which is sometimes 2m deep. Only the boards of the
traffic signs protrude (there’s no trace of the bars).
From a helicopter perspective, this might look harmless. On the ground, it certainly is not!
The District Jägermeister DI Alfred Schwanzer and
Paul G. Schaufler, who contributed out of their own
pockets, initiated yesterday’s flights over Tulln.
Today (05.06.2013) Ing. Andreas Völkl of the NeuhofSchmida Forest Administration and Ing. Roland Jaggler of the Northeast District Forest Inspectorate attended for the Northeast State Government! They are
associated with the Northeast Region Disaster Registry where the Lazarus Union is also registered as a
disaster relief organization!
In the afternoon, I made another flight in the municipality of Kritzendorf, where the situation has now also
become very precarious! Also for tomorrow and Friday
some additional flights are sheduled.
I wish you all a safe outcome from this difficult situation
and will continue making the helicopter of the Lazarus
Union Air Wing available for missions!
Finally, I salute all the support staff who have persevered through relentless operations, despite exhaustion, and worked so courageously to stand by our people in these very hard times.
Klaus Weber
Major CSLI Air Wing
Commercial helicopter pilot and flight instructor.

Editor’s note:
Mjr CSLI Klaus Weber is a foundation member of the
CSLI and was a student pilot of our union commander
many years ago. In the year 2006, he has had the idea
of a “Flying day for disabled people”. An idea, which is
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an integral part of our charity work for other humans
till today. In this way, again: Thanks Klaus!
Furthermore, we would like to thank all members of
the LAZARUS UNION who have done through individual help and assistance under the “Team Austria” their
contribution to manage the flood. Naturally there will
be the “Mission Cross of the LAZARUS UNION” available, to decorate such mission. (Fill out the application
form, have it signed by supervisor and submit it to the
union command.).
Tuesday, the 11th June 2013
CSLI flood assistance
In time of trouble…
…we should be aware of why people like us wear
a uniform, and the significance of the ideas behind
it!
No one could foresee it, no one expected it, and yet it
has happened again: flooding in Germany. A great
tragedy which has hit so many people so hard, losing
their homes and their belongings and now deprived of
their basic livelihood.
Despite the suffering, one thing again proved to be
true. When it matters, Germany comes together! The
aid that many people gave is an important sign, showing our human strength and sustainability. Thousands
of people made themselves available without asking,
and their help made that affected feel that they were
not alone in times of need.!

This was a great and powerful gesture, which also exemplifies the ideals of our organization. It is for these
reasons that we have joined together and wear a uniform. Help can be a simple thing, even with small expenditure and few means! Ultimately this is our purpose and goal.
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In response to the flood situation this year the CSLI
group formation SOF, under the direction of Major
CSLI Bernd Höhle (CSLI Commander of Lower Saxony), was active in providing aid. At locations in
Grimma and Wittenberg sandbags were filled, buildings secured and clean-up operations performed.
Sunday, the 16th June 2013
Stockerau Aerodrome Festival - 90 years of Air
Sports in Austria.

REPORTS

Interesting events included the model aircraft shows,
demonstrations of engine-powered and glider aerobatics, jet aircraft, helicopters and model drones. Some
young ‘pilots’ also showed their skills on the model aircraft!
Sightseeing flights could be taken in an Antonov AN2, the largest single-engine biplane in the world and a
true legend of aviation. These great sightseeing flights
over the Danube were at the same time an interesting
journey into flying history.

The LAZARUS UNION asked to take over the medical service. The comrades Univ.Lektor Dr. Med.
Gabriel Halat, Christoph Ptak, Peter Jung (from
Germany) and Wolfgang Steinhardt fulfilled this
mission.

There were also opportunities to enjoy the flying club
aircraft and much more.

Fortunately, due to the thoroughly good organization
of the whole event, there was nothing to do in the specially constructed medical aid station (except to apply
a few plasters).
Also, part of the team were our friends from the Vienna
Disaster Aid Service (KHDW) who had brought their
support vehicle.

The FSV2000 Flying Club is an honorary member of
the LAZARUS UNION and, with its airfield north of the

316

Reports 2013

REPORTS

Chronicle of the Lazarus Union from 2007 to 2017

city of Stockerau, offers all flight sports fans the opportunity to learn to fly and practise glider, engine-powered, night vision and instrument flying. There are 15
engine-powered aircraft and 3 gliders available to club
members. The helicopter flight school LAZARUS
AERIAL AIR CORPS – ALAC is also located at the airport, where it has its headquarters.
Monday, the 17th June 2013
Mike Boxall – Freeman of the City of London
At 11.30 on the 17th of June 2013, a City of London
Beadle in top hat and frockcoat escorted CSLI Major Mike Boxall and his guests into the Chamberlain’s Court at Guildhall for the ancient ceremony
granting the Freedom of the City.

fore doubly proud, as a Londoner and as a CSLI member, to receive this formal recognition of his personal
connection with the City of London and its traditions.
Sunday, the 30th June 2013
The Austrian Marine Association (ÖMV), the Naval
Fellowship Archduke Ferdinand Max CSLI (MKEFM) and friends cruise the Wachau
On Sunday the 30th June 2013 the historic sidewheeler, ‘Stadt Wien’, built in 1938 in the Korneuburg
shipyard, carried us very comfortably from Krems to
Melk. We began, after getting the Captain’s consent,
by hoisting the Flag of the Austrian Marine Association.

First recorded in 1237, ‘the Freedom’ traditionally recognised that a person was free of feudal service and
recorded their right to trade in the square mile of the
City of London. Today these trade rights no longer apply, but the Freedom of the City remains a unique part
of London’s history to which many people who have
lived or worked in the City have been proud to be admitted.
Kindly nominated by Freemen of the City and senior
CSLI GB&I officers Ian Tough and Simon McIlwaine,
proud Londoner Mike had come to swear the ‘Declaration of a Freeman’ before the silk-gowned Clerk of
the Chamberlain’s Court. After signing the Freeman’s
Declaration Book, he was presented with a hand-inscribed parchment Copy of the Freedom. The Clerk
then extended the right hand of fellowship to welcome
this newest ‘Citizen of London’.

Like the CSLI, the Freedom does not discriminate on
grounds of religion, social status, ethnicity, sex or age
and all fees go to charitable causes. Mike was there-
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The saloon had been reserved for a total of 30 people,
and, after a short speech by the President of ÖMV,
Anton Karl Skrivanek, this beautiful day’s event was
initiated with a glass of sparkling wine. Comrade Ing.
Reiter (I hope I have his name correct) who, as Captain, piloted the ship for 8 years, then told us some anecdotes about it until, passing Dürnstein with its many
wine and a gardens and imposing castles, we reached
Melk.
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My conclusion: Cultural as well as informative, it was
a very beautiful and enjoyable day. A big ‘thank you’
to the organizer. A small suggestion: next time the Vienna-Bratislava trip?
Saturday, the 22nd June 2013
Appearance of the Band of the Lazarus Union at
“Napoleon´s Castle”

But first, in Emmersdorf, many cruise boats blocked
our landing place. For the brass band this was no obstacle, they had come over by bus and played on magnificently. Our President ‘helped out’ by conducting the
playing of The Radetzky March, though unkind commentators noted that the musicians looked only at their
music.
I myself got hold of tickets for a visit to Melk Abbey.
This Benedictine monastery was established in the
11th Century under the direct control of the Pope. The
present baroque building was erected in the years
1702-1746 by Jakob Prandtauer. As the symbol of the
Wachau, it is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It also
houses the oldest school in Austria, the Stiftsgymnasium. The guided tour took 40 minutes and was very
interesting and enlightening. After that we took the bus
back to the pier in Melk.
There waiting for us was the paddle steamer
‘Schönbrunn’, which was once the Parade Ship of the
DDSG. This ship was built in Budapest in 1912 and
recently proudly celebrated its 100th birthday. The journey downstream to Krems was much faster than the
journey upstream. Jacket swapping and suggesting
designs for an appropriate banner resulted in much hilarity and, with excellent sausages and on-board music, time quickly passed. So, it was that by seven
o’clock we were once again in Krems.

On 22nd June 2013, a small formation of the Lazarus Union Music Corps played in an historic setting. The occasion was a gala dinner hosted by the
Austrian delegation of The Order of the Slopes of
Champagne (Ordre des Coteaux de Champagne)

The Music Corps ensemble had been requested to
play mainly Austrian traditional marches at a champagne reception in the garden of Thürnlhof Castle in
the Simmering district of Vienna. This castle has the
nickname “Napoleon’s Castle” because, in 1809, Napoleon used it as his headquarters during the Battle of
Aspern. More information can be found on the Internet
or, when visiting the castle, in the castle museum.
Guests of the Champagne Order, some of whom had
come from as far away as the Tyrol, responded enthusiastically to the musical performance, as did the
owner and landlord of the Castle, Prof. Mag. Johann
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Hallwirth. He was well qualified to judge, since he is a
Member of the Council of the University for Music and
Performing Arts.
At the request of the host, the Marseillaise was also
played. This was another successful appearance on
behalf of the Lazarus Union.
Thursday, the 25th July 2013
Presentation of Stand Banners
As part of a formal ceremony at the Maria Theresa
barracks, the LAZARUS UNION with the CSLI Music Corps presented the Guards Band with 24 new
hand-embroidered stand banners. Certificates of
Friendship between the CSLI Music Corps and the
Guards Band were also signed by the Guards’ Director of Music, Colonel dhmtD Bernhard Heher
M.A., and the CSLI Director of Music, Brigadier
General CSLI Friedrich Lentner. It is the visible
sign and certifies the friendship, appreciation and
camaraderie between the LAZARUS UNION and
the Guard.
Also attending were our partner associations The Radetzky Order and The Austria Humanitas Corp. The
Vienna Brass Band Association was represented by
its National Director of Music Herbert Klinger. Also
present were The Orders of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem and The Order of Saint Michael.

The ceremony was hosted by our Vice President,
Colonel retr. Reinhard Wassertheurer and of course
our corps banner, accompanied by an honour guard
of officers, was there.
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The ceremony began with military punctuality. At 1450
the Guards Band marched on followed at 1455 by the
CSLI Music Corps. By 1500 the Deputy Commander
of the Guard, Major Thomas Güttersberger had reported to the Military Commander of Vienna, Brigadier
Kurt Wagner M.A., that the ceremony was ready to
begin.
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The ‘Prinz Eugen Marsch’ (played by the CSLI Music
Corps) and ‘92er Regimentsmarsch’ ((played by the
Guards Band) framed the address by our President,
Senator h.c Wolfgang Steinhardt.

This ceremony clearly demonstrated the connection
between the Austrian Armed Forces and the LAZARUS UNION. Since its establishment the CSLI has
maintained the LAZARUS UNION’s friendly relations
with the Army, particularly the Guard. We gladly take
part in various ceremonies and events – convinced of
our mutual respect, friendship and camaraderie. Likewise, we can always count on the support of our comrades of the Guards as Flight Assistants at our Disabled Flight Days.
President Steinhardt explained the background to the
presentation: a remark to Colonel Heher “… your
stand banners are showing their age …” Answer: “… I
know, but with the current budget situation, we’ll never
get new banners …” This was the moment that triggered events. The Lazarus UNION has “… to please
others …” written in its mission statement, so why not
the Guard?
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We certainly seemed to have succeeded in pleasing
the Guard. Colonel Heher thanked the Directors of
Music and, because of the high temperatures, briefly
expressed his pleasure at accepting this gift and offered the Guards’ support and assistance in the training of our musicians.“

The Military Commander of Vienna, Brigadier Kurt
Wagner, was also appreciative of the gift. He outlined
the work of the Guards Band – its successful appearances at home and abroad, and its work as the music
school of the Austrian Army. The new stand banners
are for him a visual symbol of “combat efficiency”.
The ‘Coral Grandioso’ played by the Guards Band introduced the blessing and handing over of the stand
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banners. Father Dr. Alexander Lapin D.D., the Orthodox Military Chaplain, and Deacon GR, Deacon Colonel William Hold, blessed the donation with a brief
prayer. Father Lapin was very generous with the distribution of holy water – providing a blessed cooling for
some in the heat.

The music ‘Schwert Österreich’ accompanied the
signing of the Certificates of Friendship. The signatories were, as already mentioned, the Guards’ Director
of Music, Colonel dhmtD Bernhard Heher M.A., and
the CSLI Director of Music, Brigadier General CSLI
Friedrich Lentner.

The Guards Band and the CSLI Music Corps then
played together, first ‘Ehre und Pflicht’, the traditional
march of the Guards under the baton of their Director
of Music, then our Corps march ‘Pappenheimer
Marsch’ conducted by Director of Music Lentner.
It was a great day for the LAZARUS UNION and the
CSLI Music Corps. Within a few months it had been
possible to build a good standard of performance and
become a member of the Vienna Brass Band Association.
The warm welcome from the Guards Band and the Military Command of Vienna are positive incentives for
our work. We look forward to a fruitful cooperation and
friendship.
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July 2013
A musical afternoon
A report of Hans-Georg Pesch

Due to the great heat further orders were waived, and
this colourful and dignified ceremony finished with the
associations parading past the assembled guests.

Within the scope of an event of the sponsoring society „Gute Stube“ a musical afternoon took place
in summer for the seniors and senior citizens. Because I am long known at the nursing home, since
to play music on the valuable “Wersiorgel“, I
mightn't be also absent these events as a musician.
Since our partnership - CSLI/SPONSORING SOCIETY - I have promised to the sponsoring society and
the employees of the occupational therapy the help of
our CSLI team in all events. So also in this coloured
musical afternoon where I could play known songs,
but also own compositions. The repertoire reaches
from well-known songs which can also join in the singing the seniors and senior citizens up to the modern
dance music. Privately I tend rather to Ambient and
meditation music. However, now back to the real
events

At the invitation of the CSLI, musicians and guests
then attended a small reception in the Officers’ Mess.
Many drinks and friendly discussions in a relaxed atmosphere rounded off the day.
Drinks and snacks were already provided by the sponsoring society and the BT, the inhabitants had found
her places and waited tensely what may still come
there. First the inhabitants were welcomed by Mrs.
Stern, the acting BT management, Mr. Werner
Soltysiak of the sponsoring society and me by this afternoon.
Then to the warm-up we sang old Hamburg songs,
thus also the song which already Heidi Kabel had
sung. „ Op der Eck steiht en Jung mit nem Tüddelband“ and the inhabitants joined in hard with. Then followed some anecdotes and little stories.
Then I could get cracking on two-manual organ and
play. To the sounds everyone dances to swing his leg.
Should one not be able to believe which vigour the inhabitants can display if music is played, it is of the keyboard or the organ or, however, even from the CD
player.
Then too fast this afternoon came to an end and the
request was expressed by some inhabitants also
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sometimes on days music to play if no planned events
are.
Result of this afternoon: „If applause is the bread of
the artist, I wouldn't starve.
Monday, the 22nd July 2013
Marine Commemoration Day 2013
A delegation of our Naval Fellowship Archduke
Ferdinand Max took part in the Austrian Marine
Association’s Marine Commemoration Day.

The event was held in the Handelskai shipping centre
in beautiful summer weather. In our Navy blazers, we
got up quite a sweat! The ceremony this year featured
Croatia – on the occasion of its accession to the European Union.
The OMV was supported by MilKdo Vienna as well as
the MK Admiral Erzherzog Franz Ferdinand. The musical accompaniment was provided by the Guards
Band under Director of Music, Major Johann Kausz.
Many guests had come from the Government, Senior
Officers of the Armed Forces and the Executive. From
the Croatian Embassy Ambassador Gordan Bakato
was present, as were representatives of other Embassies. In addition to delegations from the Austrian Naval
fellowships, Naval Friends organizations from Croatia,
Hungary and Bulgaria also participated.
The festive ÖMV fanfare ‘Freundschaft auf See’
opened this ceremony by the lake.
After the main parade of Banners, the customary ceremonial addresses followed. Prof. Dieter Winkler
spoke on the topic “The Croatian Adriatic coast – nostalgia and economic stimulus”.
The Austrian Navy contributed with their presence
and, through the expansion of the Port of Pula, is making an important contribution to the development of
this coastal region. That presence is also significant
for the development of tourism, e.g. Opatia.
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After the welcoming address by the Ambassador of
the Republic of Croatia a hymn by Prof. Stefan Hausmann was premiered: ‘Republiki Hrvatskoj – put u Europsku uniju.’ – ‘Republic of Croatia on the way to the
European Union’. The hymn was introduced by a tamburizza group (the tamburizza is the Croatian national
stringed instrument) and performed here by the Burgenland Croatian Choir and the Guards Band. The
hymn was dedicated to Ambassador Bakato and a
commemorative copy of the score was presented to
him.
After a hymn in remembrance of fallen sailors, Father
Dr. Alexander Lapin D.D. (the Orthodox Military Chaplain) delivered a short devotion. He was assisted by
Deacon GR, Deacon Colonel William Hold, and a Croatian Military Chaplain.
Then followed the ceremonial high point – from the
gunboat ‘Niederösterreich’ and the Police launch in
the middle of the Danube, wreaths in memory of the
fallen were committed to the waves to the sounds of
the traditional song of unity ‘Vom Guten Kameraden’
and gun salutes by the artillery piece of ‘Reitende Artilleriedivison Nr: 2’. A special note was given to the
ceremony by the fly-past of two Draken aircraft – it was
like they had been ordered.

After the official ceremony, a relaxed get-together
brought proceedings to an end in a friendly atmosphere.
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To mark his 75th birthday, President Skrivanek was invited to a reception at the Maria Theresa Barracks
Club. Many well-wishers honoured him there.
The CSLI, and with it the Naval Fellowship Archduke
Ferdinand Max, thanked him for his services and
friendly cooperation with the presentation of the Grand
Cross of the CSLI Navy Cross.

Musical accompaniment to the evening was provided
by the ‘Original Hoch-und Deutschmeister’ Band lead
by Director of Music Reinhold Nowotny.
In his speech Major-General Karl Wendy told us about
Skrivanek the man, reporting on his many contributions: as a family man, an engineer, an inventor, an
officer, a researcher and a cosmopolitan.
For almost 40 years Colonel DI Karl Skrivanek served
as a Militia Officer, with aviation engineering one of his
specialties. His civilian career was always closely related to the Austrian Army. For German industry, he
developed a variety of propulsion systems, gas turbines and aviation transmissions. His valuable experience was reflected, among other things, in the development of the Steyer tank family.
His work on mobile medical technology lead to the development and construction of the DRASH tent system
(Deployable Rapid Assembly Shelter)* introduced into
the Armed Forces.
His work on projects took him to Italy, Germany, Sweden, France, Canada and the United States. He was
also in China for ten years, and a Visiting Professor at
the Technical University in Jiangsu.
In recent years Colonel Skrivanek has devoted himself
to his role as President of the OMV. For this work, he
has been honoured with many awards. In a touching
acceptance speech on being awarded the Grand
Cross of the CSLI Navy Cross, he stressed his desire
to continue to work actively for the OMV.
We all wish him, once again, “Happy Birthday!”
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Saturday, the 24th &
Sunday, the 25th August 2013
9th CSLI Flight Assistants Seminar
A personal report on the Flight Assistants course
run by the Air Wing of LAZARUS UNION – CSLI
(Union Corps Saint Lazarus International) – in collaboration with Aerial Helicopter and the Aerial
Lazarus Air Corps on 24.08.2013 by Manuel Gabler, Master of Engineering.
When I arrived, my first impression was of the typical
image of a group of people who meet for a training
day. A motley conglomeration of people had gathered
in the most important room – the canteen. During my
first coffee (although you should not actually use the
term ‘coffee’ for the brown liquid in these machines) it
was quickly apparent that some of the attendees had
known each other for some time and others were first
timers at the Lazarus Union. Although not personally
known to me until then, I could see the head of the
Flight Assistants training course (Wolfgang Steinhardt) due to the insignia on his jacket even before he
greeted me.
When all 14 participants were present, it was off to the
training room for the first time where Wolfgang welcomed us officially and opened the course. He described what successful completion of the course
would mean, which we then all personally imagined. It
was very interesting to see how the course was composed of different occupational groups. Virtually everything was represented, from an office administrator
and a technical draftsman to a theologian in training
as well as a retired sea captain.

After drawing lots to divide into teams and a minute of
silence for the recently deceased Vice President of the
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Union Lazarus Colonel (retd.) Reinhard Wassertheurer, Wolfgang began with the presentation of
the first topics:
o
o
o

Responsibilities of a Flight Assistant
Conduct at Airports
Special Features of CSLI Flight Days

Mainly through numerous personal anecdotes he
made the first theoretical part of the training very interesting and informative. Then we went straight to the
practical application of what we had heard. In our previously allocated teams we began a first passenger
briefing dry run. Here, the team leader briefed the others. The team that was being briefed had been told to
make it hard for the briefer and this led to bizarre and
sometimes quite funny situations. After these first dry
runs we finally went out onto the airfield to practise the
entry and exit of passengers on a helicopter.

The light drizzle meant that from now on we could no
longer be said to be doing ‘dry runs’! As mentioned at
the briefing, one team simulated the passengers while
another team was re-briefed and took over handling
the entry and exit.
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The helicopter in which the procedure was practised
was an Augusta Bell 206-B Jet Ranger, which will also
be used at the Disabled Flight Day. It was primarily
about everyone on the team being able to internalise
their assigned work to ensure a comfortable, and
above all safe, entry and exit of passengers.
The whole thing was practised once with running rotors and once without. As a small compensation for
their efforts, each team was also able to enjoy a short
scenic helicopter flight.
After lunch, we went back into the classroom where
Wolfgang inaugurated us in the fundamentals of aviation law and stressed again the important points about
conduct at airports. Although everyone was well satisfied from lunch, we kept our eyes open even in aviation law. Kudos to Wolfgang who made this theory exciting and so prevented the possibility of any interruptions by the sound of snoring.

As a final practical part, we practised entry and exit on
an aeroplane. Here a Cessna C-172 was used in the
training. As with the helicopter, we worked in our
teams, each accompanying the other team to the aeroplane. Due to the narrowness of the aircraft, the loading and unloading of handicapped people is a particular challenge. Above all, the trailing edge of the wing
should be avoided because passengers boarding and
alighting can easily injure their heads on it. But in the
end, there’s nothing that cannot be controlled with
some well-intentioned pushing and pulling.
Finally, we again returned to the classroom to complete the Flight Assistant written exam. Thanks to
Wolfgang’s excellent preparation, all participants
passed.
I would like to sincerely thank Wolfgang for holding the
course, the people of Aerial Helicopter for the flying
and providing the training equipment, and all my fellow
participants for this informative and enjoyable day.
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Looking forward meeting again on Disability Flight
Day!
Manual Gabler, Master of Engineering.

Day 2 First Aid
Promptly at 10 o’clock all participants met, some having a small coffee, some swearing by cocoa, then on
the classroom.
After some introductory words from Senator Wolfgang
Steinhardt, our Doctor took over. I was amazed to hear
how much everything in medicine has changed.
We learned about injury, disease, poisoning, what
constitutes an emergency, diagnosis and emergency
response. What immediate life-saving measure should
I take? Personally, I knew the general information
signs for dangerous substances mean danger; I’ve
seen them a hundred times, but what else?
With many practical examples, and his own experience, Dr. Halat told us how to behave and help in rescue operations. In a car, turn off the engine and remove the key before moving the person because of
the airbag, then remove the belt and turn the waistband over. As an old biker, it was for me quite new that
the safety helmet must always be removed. To support the theory, learning on a living subject immediately followed. Each attendee took his or her partner
and tried to get them into the recovery position, here I
would like to mention what a difficult patient our ‘injured‘ senator was – his first aider had some trouble
with his rescue!
Next the artificial body, ‘Anna’, was used as an emergency motionless patient to test the procedures for
checking consciousness: sight, hearing, touch, cries
for help; then respiratory and circulatory checks before
carrying out resuscitation at 30:2. Next the defibrillator
was explained and used. The whole process is not
easy, in time of emergency I hope I’ll do everything
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right. Tired, but richer in experience, we took a break
for lunch.

Afterwards we were shown the measures to take for
heavy bleeding: finger pressure then adding a dressing. Again, we practised on a living subject, the artistic
application of ‘blood’ causing some mirth. Taking care
of the arms was no problem, but on the legs, the triangular bandage was too short…
Following a recap, everything we had covered was
checked in a test to see whether what we had learned
had stuck (again, not in the documentation). Anyway,
all participants managed to pass the exam, a relief for
everyone, and certificates were distributed and accepted with pride. Finally, we went to dinner in a welcoming Stockerau Inn.
Summary: well-presented and explained by Dr. Gabriel Halat, I believe each of the participants took much
new learning home, and we’ll proudly wear our silver
CSLI ‘wings’, although maybe a red cross on them
might be a good idea.
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Saturday, the 21st September 2013
CSLI-SOF Environment protection application:
Coastal Clean Up in the Philippines
One of the most extensive projects in which itself "The
Sword of Freedom" involves is the Coastal Clean Up.
Every year the environmental organisation of Ocean
Conservancy appeals for the worldwide coastal cleaning day. In the whole world people meet on the third
Saturday in September to release waters shore from
the garbage. With more than half a million participants
this is the worldwide biggest honorary action for the
nature. Also, our relief organisation is engaged in different approach points in the whole world. Especially
strongly our SOF delegation on the Philippines is involved as the following pictures point.

Thursday, the 5th September 2013
CSLI ‘The Sword of Freedom’ Group training
We are for all, no one’s alone!
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was a great and powerful gesture, which also exemplifies the ideals of our organization and our ultimate
purpose and goal,” said Assistant Group Commander
Danny Koch, who accompanied the participants
through the course.
To ensure this continues, the SOF Directorate already
has small and large-scale plans for future crisis and
intervention management. The Sword of Freedom disaster aid course was held in Heidesee in Berlin, with
honorary members travelling from Flensburg, Berlin,
Hanover, Herne and Cuxhaven.

The content of the course stressed the important basis
of self-help. Nothing is more important than good provision for your own people, so that in an emergency
you can also help those who are in need. "We are particularly proud of the positive encouragement and support we have had from the German Federal Office for
Civil Protection and Disaster Relief," said Bernd
Höhle. For the second section of the course we were
grateful for the support from the Workers' Samaritan
Federation.

Under this slogan, this year's disaster helper training by the CSLI group formation ‘The Sword of
Freedom’ was successfully carried out. We are a
humanitarian organization whose members act
out of their personal interest to help the needy to
the best of their ability with the staff and resources
available.
The help given may be simple. The SOF group commander Bernd Höhle (CSLI Major and Commander of
Lower Saxony) referred to the recent events in Germany as an example. The floods brought great tragedy to residents with much loss of housing, belongings
and livelihoods.
However, the aid that many people gave is an important sign, showing our human strength and sustainability. Thousands of people made themselves available without asking, and their help made that affected
feel that they were not alone in times of need. "This
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Disaster Protection and First Aid Instructor Sascha
Swade gave all participants the latest findings and priorities for "first aid", not only theoretically but also
through practical implementation. There are now
many new impressions and goals which members of
the organization want to start to implement in the future. "A solid foundation of knowledge and skills is a
prerequisite for a successful operation," said Babak
Philip Saviz, all the way from Flensburg and already
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looking forward to the next course, which will feature
the Fire and Mountain Rescue sections.
Friday, the 6th September 2013
Preparation for the 7th CSLI Air Day

Saturday, the 7th September 2013
7th CSLI – Handicapped Air Day

REPORTS
My day started at 5:30 with the alarm going off. After
several failed attempts, I succeeded in getting up, it
was still dark. I would love to go to sleep again.
I am happy to be at the meeting point 30 minutes early
– a once-in-a-hundred-year’s event. Only our official
photographer Hannes Hochmuth was already there.
The president gave both of us a ride to Stockerau.
There his first job was to report the event with the local
police. At the airfield, many assisting hands were already present and after some short numbers call the
setting up commenced. Preparations had already
been done the day before and a small team had already set up fridges and tables at the hangar.

Job priority list: 1. Get the planes out, 2. Clean the
hangar, 3. Set up benches, 4. Prepare barriers. The
tasks are executed swiftly and so our president could
have his favourite drink (hot chocolate) at the airfield
cafeteria at 9:45 already.

For the 7th time the LAZARUS UNION CSLI invited
round to its air day for humans with special needs,
held on Stockerau airfield.
The profoundly organised event took place in best
weather on Saturday, Sept. 7th, 2013.
About 250 participants of all ages from kid to senior
citizen took the chance to experience this event,
among them many long-time guests from the Austrian
aiding association for the blind and deaf, the homeless
place “Vinzi Rast“, Special Homes Stockerau, the
Odilien residential community, and may other organisations. They had a chance to fly in helicopters and
airplanes and participate also in our supporting program. Many showed great anticipation already. They
were also supported by more than 100 voluntary assistants.
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I care only little about these activities as my job is setting up the information desk. This task needs to be finished by 9:00 – the time the first guests usually turn
up. The information desk is the first contact point for
our guests. Here they get their boarding passes and
vouchers for food and drinks. They have to sign the
transportation contract and can get any other information needed.
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At the start, there is always an ample amount of confusion, also because our information desk was understaffed this year. Stand-by flights have to be assigned
or are rebooked, lists have to be filled out, questions
need to be answered. The most asked question was
“Is there another helicopter flight available?““

The biggest challenge this time was the dear wish of a
person in a wheel-chair to get a helicopter flight. While
this sounds like an easy wish for the LAZARUS UNION the problem was that the guy weighted 190kg! So,
the challenge was a little bit tougher but our flight assistants managed without problems. The flight took
place and the joy in the face of the passenger was a
big reward.

At 10:00 there was big engine noise, the first squad
took off. The flights are executed in squadron form,
which means that all planes are loaded at the same
time and take off in rapid succession, also arriving
back home almost the same time. This improved quick
passenger greatly.
The helicopter pilots had their own routes, flying to the
Danube power plant or to other places.
This year we had at our disposal four planes (one PA28 and three Cessna 172) from FSV 2000 and two
planes from the Fliegergruppe Wien (Cessna 172 and
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182). Two helicopters came from ARIAL HELICOPTER (B206 and HU30).

At the same time RADIO LAZARUS went on air. Our
comrade and protocol officer LtCol. Rudolf Murth was
a perfect radio host, providing a variegated music program and also playing songs on public demand. Interviews describe our jobs and important event information for our guests are announced.
11:00: Deep engine sounds. Our friends from the Harley Davidson Club arrived, led by comrade Hans-Rudolf Gries. What an impressive picture. The audience
gazes in wonder, as always, and lines up for pictures.
At the same time, the lunch catering for our guests begins, as always organised by the FSV 2000. The supporting program commences with old-timer car tours,
which are much in demand, and also airfield tours.

The Spillern fire department displayed their fire engine
Mercedes 408 D from 1968. Langenlois fire department displayed their extension mast platform TMB 32:
MAN 1830, 350 PS, Bronto Skylift, built in 2010. This
is a special vehicle providing altitude rescue and fire
services up to an altitude of 32m. This of course provided for some nice views of the airfield and the actual
events.
To our great pleasure also Mr. Manfred Klahofer came
with his 1927 fire engine AUSTRO FIAT AFNL. This
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car was resting at a playground for 50 years before he
restored it to its old state, taking 5 years of tedious
work.
The Ford Mustang Coupé, 1966 from the old-timer
museum Koller was driven around by Honour Knight
Ing. Peter Steinbach.
President Werner Gradisch of the Bugatti club Austria
surprised us with his Bugatti T44, 1927. Motor
69×100/2991ccm, 80 HP, top speed 140km/h, auto
body Frugier. This vehicle is one of a kind as by then
cars were delivered without body which was then manufactured on demand of the owner. To me a most impressive vehicle.
A “Willy’s Overland Jeep“ from 1943, from August
1945 to September 1946 the standard vehicle of the
“International Patrol“ was on display, used by then in
Vienna by the Allied Military Police, manned by one
US, one British, one French and one Russian MP,
called “The four in the Jeep“ by the locals.
I hardly notice any of those activities as I sit with my
information desk close to the entrance, far away from
where the show takes place. There is little time for
short exploration trips.

But despite all this hectic rush there is time for some
amusing occurrences: near the end of the event a man
approached me, asking if there are still food vouchers.
I think he is a passenger and tell him, “Did you have
your flight already?“ – “Yes.“ – “So there is a voucher
in your envelope.“ I polish him off, not listening any
more to his speech. A few minutes later he comes
back with a comrade – the alleged passenger turned
out to be of our pilots…
The finish was once again a successful concert from
the Big Band of the LAZARUS UNION inside the
hangar: A tribute to Glenn Miller and his contemporaries, directed by CSLI BrigGen. Friedrich Lentner.
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After an intermission, the president awarded some distinctions: the Officer‘s Merits Cross to LtCol. Rudi
Murth, the President‘s Cross of Honour to Staff Sgt.
Vzlt Werner Winkelhofer, the Knight‘s Cross of Merits
to Ing. Peter Steinbach, to Monika and Hans-Rudolf
Gries the Merit‘s Cross, and to Lukas Valenta the Service Distinction of the LAZARUS UNION.
After the event closed the cleaning up started immediately and the airfield was prepared for normal operations. Although only a few assistants remained the job
was finished quickly.
To our great pleasure also the 7th air day ended without any events or injuries. A professional cooperation
shown by all our volunteers. Thank you very much for
the commitment.
I hope we were able to provide some pleasure to our
guests with this event.
We had support by the CSLI Air Wing, the
Flugsportverein Stockerau FSV 2000, the
Fliegergruppe Wien, the Lazarus Union Music Corps,
the Marinekameradschaft Vizeadmiral Erzherzog Ferdinand Max, AERIAL Helicopter, the voluntary fire brigades from Spillern and Langenlois, the Katastrophenhilfsdienst Wien, the Feuerwehrjugend Wien, the
old-timer museum Koller, „Die Vier im Jeep“, Manfred
Klaghofer, Bugatticlub Austria, Harley Davidson Club,
NÖ Kameradschaftsbund Stadtverband Mödling and
Perchtoldsdorf, soldiers from the Guards Regiment of
the Austrian Army, the Austria Humanitas Corps –
AHC, the Grand Priory Austria of the Order of St Lazare, PR-Plus Werbeagentur, and many individual assistants and donators (I just hope I did not forget anybody!)
Thanks also to the main donators BAWAG-PSK,
SCHELL AUSTRIA, ORF-NÖ, Pastry Shop BALZ, and
RED BULL.
The Flugsportverein Stockerau FSV 2000 (honourable
member of the LAZARUS UNION) again provided the
complete airfield infrastructure for free, provided
lunch, and most of the aircraft.
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Monday, the 9th September 2013
Bidding Farewell to H.E. Vice President Col. retd.
Reinhard Wassertheurer Grand Marshal of the
Knighthood of Honour
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with a full colour guard. Also, the Lazarus Union Honour Guard presenting the colours and the Lazarus Union Music Corps participated.
Many alumni comrades from the Military Academy attended also, headed by Vienna‘s Military Commander
Brig. Mag Kurt Wagner.

Col. retd. Reinhard Wassertheurer has been called
into the Great Army on August 16th, 2013 at 15:00
in Vienna‘s Wilhelminenspital after long bravely
endured illness. By his demise we lose not only
our Vice President, Commander, and Great Marshal of the Lazarus Union Knighthood of Honour
but also a wonderful person, comrade, and a good
friend, valued, respected, and loved.

Our thoughts and our deepest regrets in these hours
are also with his wife Theresa and his family and we
ask God to accept his immortal soul with mercy and
immediately into the eternal Heaven.

The clerical funeral eulogy was held by Military Senior
DDr. Karl-Reinhart Trauner. A secular funeral eulogy
was given by Lazarus Union President, Senator h.c.
Wolfgang Steinhardt in emotional moving words. Finally, the last military commander of Col. Reinhard
Wassertheurer, Vienna‘s Military Commander Brig.
Mag Kurt Wagner insisted on giving also a military funeral eulogy.
After the songs „Nearer, My God, to Thee“ and „I had
a comrade“ (performed together by the Guard regiment‘s Music Corps and the Lazarus Union Music
Corps) the ceremony had a dignified and worthy ending. Many of the participating mourners, traditional unions, colour guards, and delegations had to fight back
their tears.
Rest in peace, Reinhard and hold your protecting
hand over us.
September 2013
SOF Medical Camp guided by General Joseph
Sivilia (President of the Philippine Armed Force)

Ceremonial farewell was held on September 9th, 2013,
with a large attendance. The dignified and solemn ceremony was performed by Vienna‘s Military Command,
the Guards Regiment together with a detachment of
the Guard regiment‘s Music Corps as well as the Lazarus Union and its Knighthood of Honour, which together with military comrades honoured the deceased
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Tuesday, the 17th September 2013
Happy Birthday Party for the mayor of the City of
Vienna, Dr. Michael Häupl
On 09/17/2013, to extend their congratulations to the
Mayor of Vienna on his birthday, the Band of the Lazarus Union with the Vienna State Concert Band played
in the arcade of the Vienna City Hall. Under the direction of State Director of Music Herbert Klinger, and
Honorary Conductor Colonel (Retd.) Prof. Hans
Schadenbauer M.A., the bands played a birthday serenade for the Mayor, which included the “Dr. Michael
Häupl March”.

Tuesday, the 24th September 2013
Solemn Investiture at Kreuzenstein Castle

The Lazarus Union was represented by the President,
Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt, the Deputy Secretary, Christopher Ptak, the music leader of the Lazarus
Union, Director of Music Friedrich Lentner, and 12 musicians with three sutlers and a standard-bearer, all in
all a strong presence among the Vienna State Concert
Band. Thank you comrades.
Afterwards, Mayor Häupl invited all participants to
wine and dine and spent an (unusually) long time with
his guests. For the Lazarus Union and its Music Corps,
this was another good opportunity to make new contacts and new friends.
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On September 24th, 2013, 22 Knights of Honour,
Commanders, Grand Commanders, and Grand
Cross Knights of Honour from the Lazarus Union
as well as more officers, the Honour Guard, and
private guests met at Kreuzenstein Castle to celebrate in an extraordinary atmosphere the ceremonial investiture of Hans Christian Count Wilczek,
the lord of Kreuzenstein Castle and of Col. Mag.
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Bernhard Heher, the Music Commander and bandmaster of the Austrian Army Guard Regiment Music Corps.

The CSLI Quintet.

On explicit request by Hans Christian Earl of Wilczek
the investiture bestowing upon him the honour of a
Collar Knight of Honour of the Lazarus Union, the highest award the Lazarus Union is able to give, was celebrated in the chapel of the castle which is also the burial site of his ancestors. Before, this honour was only
bestowed upon Minister a.D. Dr. Werner Fasslabend,
one of the “founders“ of the Knighthood of Honour. His
decree as a Lazarus Union Knight of Honour holds the
serial number 1.
We are also proud that Colonel Bernhard Heher MA
has accepted the dignity as a Lazarus Union Knight of
Honour. There is a close friendship and bond between
our music corps and the Austrian Army Guard Regiment Music Corps, a companionship which cannot be
valued highly enough.
This ceremony was purposely not announced on our
homepage in advance and only Knights of Honour, selected officers, and private guests were invited as the
locale provided only very limited space. All assembled
in front of the new tavern and then marched together
into the terrific inner ward to the doors of the chapel.
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Words cannot describe the atmosphere this part of the
castle provided on this late afternoon shortly before
twilight fell in. The faces of the participants were proof
that no one could exclude himself from the spiritual atmosphere which was almost to be felt physically.
After a solemn entry procession, the CSLI fanfare and
a welcome by the Grand Master of the Knighthood of
Honour Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt there was
the ceremonial renewal of the officer‘s promise of the
Lazarus Union, followed by the Grand Master‘s address and the blessing of the insignia by the Reverend
GR Mag. Wolfgang Berger.
All parts of this extraordinary investiture were framed
by music from the Lazarus Union Music Corps, directed by Franz Lentner. A big compliment and a huge
thank you to our music corps.

Quintet of the Musicorps.

The climax was the investiture ceremony. One could
hear a needle drop as the Grand Master asked the two
postulants: “I ask you therefore, before the assembled
congregation: “Do you of your own free will as a Knight
of Honour want to belong to our community and accept
our mission?“ and “Are you aware what it means to be
a member of this community?” and they both answered “I want it with all my heart!” and “Yes, I am!”
After this public promise, the handing over of the
sword, the coat and the insignia and a blessing the
new Knights of Honour were welcomed with big applause and the corps fanfare was played to honour
them.
After a prayer the remembrance for dead comrades
was held.
While “The Good Comrade“ was played the audience
payed homage to H.E. Vice President Colonel retd.
Reinhard Wassertheurer, Grand Marshal of the
Knighthood of Honour Lazarus Union, a dear loyal
faithful comrade and friend, who recently passed
away.
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After Beethoven‘s “Ode to Joy“ the leaving procession
took place and the traditional group photograph was
taken in front of the chapel, accompanied by congratulations. Then there was a get-together in the castle
tavern with good food and drinks. With talks and
friendly conversation this culminating event sadly
came to a finish.
Thanks also to LtCol retd. Rudi Murth, our protocol officer who guided safely though the celebration and
also to Hannes Hochmuth, as always responsible for
pictures, and to all who participated in making this a
successful investiture.
Saturday, the 28th September 2013
At the invitation of The Order of the Knights of St.
Michael on Saturday, 28th September 2013 the Patron Saint’s Day and Annual Convention in the fortified church of St. Michael-Wachau
The ‘Order of the Most Worthy Freemen and
Knights of St. Michael’, MO, or the Order of the
Knights of St. Michael for short, is one of the Lazarus Union’s longstanding friendly organizations.
The mutual visits to their respective events are always among the highlights of the year for both organizations. It shows again and again how good it
can be when groups with the same or similar goals
celebrate together in comradeship, mutual respect
and friendship over many years without ‘competitiveness’ and without ‘jealousy’.
We accepted this invitation straight away, but had
some minor complications. Our SatNav took us to a
white church on the left side of Market Street, but it
was the wrong church. Excitedly the first guests there
came to meet us but then had to re-direct us to the
right church, pointing some kilometres further on to the
fortified church of St. Michael.
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We were not the only ones, the Order’s Cleric, Mag.
Thomas Lackner who was to celebrate the Festive
Mass, was virtually in the neighbourhood though on
the other bank of the Danube, but only finally reached
us an hour late. We took advantage of the time to take
the obligatory group photos. No matter how the event
is run, in the words of our Senator, Wolfgang Steinhardt, “one must have brilliant photos”.
The history of this ancient but modest fortified church
was carefully explained to us (care of the lady sacristan) and its uniqueness pointed out. This was formerly
the headquarters of an extensive parish and mother
church of the Wachau, first mentioned in the year 987.
The Gothic part of the church was built between 1500
and1523, but it was completely destroyed by two fires
in 1532 and 1630 then restored in 1634. A real rarity
is the organ of the church dating from 1650. Still playable, it is one of the oldest in Austria. On the church
roof are seven animal figures representing deer and
horses. In legend, they are known as ‘the seven rabbits of St. Michael’.
Finally, the Order’s Cleric arrived and the Festive
Mass began. The musical accompaniment was by the
Cantemus Choir under the direction of Mr. Erich Klug.
At the end of the Mass, and after the blessing of the
Insignia, Senator h.c Wolfgang Steinhardt presented
Grand Master Michael Kress of The Order of the
Knights of St. Michael with a gilded and ornate chain
of office as a personal gift.

Now at last former Mayor Prof. Fritz Bauer Mies could
begin the wine presentation. All enjoyed the delicious
wine, made from Grüner Veltliner grapes, and freshly
baked bread. Briefly strengthened we proceeded to
the Aggstein Castle ruins. The dirt road from the parking lot up to the castle brought embarrassment to
some ladies and gentlemen whose shoes couldn’t
take the rough going, no problem for the ladies with a
second pair in their car, but for the men Tixo duct tape
had to serve …
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clean and no herbs or rose petals to help improve
things!
Tired and rather cold, we went to the Gala Evening in
the Great Hall. This began with the welcoming of the
invited guests. The Radetzky Order, the Weinritter (an
Association promoting wine culture and wine appreciation), the German Sister Order of St. Michael, the
Ostarrichi Order, the Lions Club and the Lazarus Union were all represented.

The Order of the Knights of St. Michael then attended
their Convention and General Assembly, in which our
President participated as an honorary member. Most
guests chose a tour of Aggstein Castle.
A young lady castle guide explained the site’s history
with anecdotes about the property. It was originally
built in the 12th Century by Manegold the III. In 1181,
it came into the possession of the Kuenringer family.
The last Kuenringer, Leutold II, held the castle from
1348 to 1355 but after that it fell into disrepair. In 1429
Duke Albrecht V assigned the castle to Jörg Scheck
von Wald commissioning him to rebuild the ruined castle to secure the passage of ships on the Danube but,
over time, he became a robber baron looting the ships
on the river. in 1529 the castle was burned down by
the Ottomans (during the first Turkish siege ofVienna).
Again, it was rebuilt and inhabited and was acquired
in 1606 by Baroness Anna Polheim von Parz who built
a small hospital in the grounds.

Only in 2003 did a project to make the castle ruins
more attractive fix the defective masonry and redesign
the lobby and the Knight’s Hall. Now it is a beautiful
castle and a popular tourist destination. Personally, I
could only shudder when I think of the practice of those
times when Knights and other people only washed 1
or 2 times a year. In my mind, I saw myself coming
back from hunting or fighting, covered with a thick
layer of dirt, to be received by my lady with no time to
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Six new knights were enrolled. Mentors of the Order in
Germany, the married couple Daume, were honoured
as she became an honoured Lady and her husband
an Officer in the Order. Our President, Senator H.C.
Wolfgang Steinhardt, was awarded the Silver Star of
the Order Cross ‘with diamonds’ by the Grand Master.
As the Grand Prior presented it, our President’s real
joy was clear to see.
Finally, the announcement was made: “The buffet is
open.”
After all, we’d been looking forward to the castle’s special cuisine – pork fat with crackling, fried spare ribs,
sausages, baked chicken, knuckles of pork, dumplings
and cabbage were on offer and enjoyed. “Very tasty”,
I’ll say! However, as it was a fine and respectable occasion, the bones remained on the plates not simply
thrown over the shoulder in Lockenhaus Castle style,
and we got knives and forks too! A sweet Knight’s dessert ‘served with thick plum sauce’ rounded off this
meal.
Everyone was happy chatting, joking and singing and
the Choir was in its element. Choral conductor Erich,
immediately recognizing our talent, invited us to sing
along and we didn’t really need any encouragement.
Together we warbled through many a song. Respect!
It seemed that, when things were at their most enjoyable, it was time to leave. After all we still had a long
way to go to get home.
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On behalf of the Lazarus Union, thank you very much
Knights of St. Michael for organising this wonderful
event.
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We meet all people with respect. Everybody who
justice, equality of the people is a concern in religion, skin colour and nationality and which can
identify with our values is pretty welcome to us. Accordingly of our directives he/she can be taken up
in our community.
To help the aims and duties which to himself Saint
Michael Ritter-Orden has put - person in illness,
loneliness, need and hunger and to support charitable and as well as to give to all, particularly to children and youngsters a perspective for the future - it
requires some of the financial means. To procure
this we organise different events to which everybody is able to do his contribution whether financially or ideal perform.
Saturday, the 12th October 2013
2nd Investiture 2013 Knighthood of Honour of the
LAZARUS UNION in the Austrian Military History
Museum

Saint Michael Ritter-Orden
“Saint Michael Ritter-Orden” is a community of convictions which is connected to the Christian-social
values whose members also live these values and
abstain from any more political statements which
recognise freedom of worship and respect, as well
as the protection and care of traditional and more
nobly knightly traditions are obliged.
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On 12th October 2013, at 6pm the 2nd investiture of
the Lazarus Union Knighthood of Honour took
place as the final social CSLI highlight for this
year. The selected location for the event was once
again the hall of fame in the Imperial Austrian Military Museum in Vienna.
While the common understanding already at the first
investiture was that it will be next to impossible to top
that event, once again our organisation team did an
excellent job, again coming up with some new improvements. So the guests and friendly organisations
as well as the banners were seated before the marching in of the postulants and the chapter, thereby reducing the stress searching for one‘s seat and making the
marching in much more relaxed.
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In the course of his welcome address, the Grand Master conveyed personal messages from HIRH Archduchess of Austria, Princess of Toscany, Herta Margarete Habsburg-Lothringen and HIRH Archduke of
Austria, Prince of Toscany, Sandor Habsburg Lothringen, who were on some business abroad, and
also from our first collar knight and “Knighthood of
Honour Pioneer“, the former Minister Dr. Werner
Fasslabend, who unfortunately also was on business
in Jordan.

All agreed that this was an excellent decision. The information leaflets made it easy for all guests to follow
the ceremony and all its deeper intentions.

Then the protocol officers in charge LtCol. retd. Rudolf
Murth and his assistant Mjr. CSLI Helene Kneidinger,
took over and several times surprised their audience
with most interesting background information on several events and the background music played.
As with many previous investitures we had the pleasure to welcome representatives from the Radetzky Order, the Order of St. Michael, the Austria Humanitas
Corps, the Radetzky Hussars, Langenlois and Spillern
voluntary fire brigades, the Flame of Peace, the Military and Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem as well as many guests, friends and relatives of
our postulants, and Knights of Honour and CSLI members. The hall of fame was full up to the last row and
some extra chairs had to be brought in.
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promise on my honour …“ Personal honour is the most
precious thing a Lazarus Union officer possesses. If
he breaks this promise he puts disgrace upon himself.

he crusader‘s fanfare led over to the presentation of
the banners. Every Knight of Honour is entitled to his
own coat of arms and also to present this coat of arms
on a banner at official events.
The Grand Master after calling the name handed the
banner over to the knight being honoured with the banner.
The knight then turned towards the audience and
greeted by lowering the banner. Then the knight returned the banner to the banner bearer.
Banners were presented to:

Banner Chev.
Hannes Hochmuth

Banner Chev.
Dr. Oswin Hochstöger

Banner Dame
Anita König

Banner Chev.
Prof. Hans König

It is tradition in the course of a great investiture that
the Lazarus Union officer‘s promise is renewed by all
officers present. After the trumpet signal: “Attention“
designated officers CSLI Lt. Edit and Ernestine
Lentner, CSLI Cmdr. Monika Gries and Captain retd.
Hans-Rudolf Gries stepped forward and put their left
hand on the flagpole of the Union flag. The Deputy
Federal Commander Wolfgang Leitner stated the formal promise and all the Officers present replied. “I
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This was followed by the “Dutch Prayer“ from the
“Great Austrian Tattoo.“
In his speech the Grand Master addressed the Lazarus Union mission statement, giving a short summary
of the history of the organisation and the problems and
difficulties to be mastered so today‘s status could be
reached. The Lazarus Union is a world-wide accredited charitable organisation with lots of activities on
charity, humane, and peace-keeping fields, listed as
NGO with the United Nations and soon receiving UN
status of a consultative organisation, having more than
16.000 members in over 70 countries worldwide on all
continents. While the Lazarus Union is neither a spiritual nor a profane order it shall not forget its roots.
This was represented by the members of “Milites
Sancti Imperii“ in their historic costumes, thus spanning the tradition from the past to the present. The
Grand Master also thanked the postulants who would
next in public avow themselves to the mission statement and the fundamental ideas of the Lazarus Union.
The investiture of the new knights of honour provided
for the climax of the ceremony. The protocol officer
called all candidates by their name and the Grand
Master asked the already famous questions:
“I ask you therefore, before the assembled congregation: Do you of your own free will as … … .. (here the
rank and position to which the candidate is to be commissioned is used) want to belong to our community
and accept our mission?“ and “Are you aware what it
means to be a member of this community?”
After answering with “I want it with all my heart!” and
“Yes, I am!” the candidates receive the insignia of their
new dignity: the sword from Lazarus Union Secretary
General Erich Kadlec, the mantle from Grand Knight
and member of the board Col. Retd. Adolf H. Neidhart,
and the insignia of the LAZARUS UNION Knighthood
of Honour from the Grand Chancellor, Christoph Ptak.
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After the symbolic accolade by Lazarus Union president and Grandmaster of the Knighthood of Honour,
Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt, the new Knight of
Honour is welcomed into the society with the triple kiss
of brotherhood. After this the new Knight faces the audience while the Grand Master presents the new
knight with the words:
“Dear attendees, friends, comrades: here is our new
Knight of Honour, we applaud him.”
After the applause, the CSLI Fanfare and the Colours
honour the new knight. This ceremony is then conducted for every single knight and dame of honour as
it is a very special ceremony and shall be remembered
with pleasure.

After the music play “Trumpet Voluntary“ the knights
of honour Brig. retd. Chev. Ewald Angetter and Chev.
Prof. Hans König were promoted to Commander of the
Knighthood of Honour. In his laudation, the Grand
Master mentioned the allegiance and the merits of
these knights and then also promoted Chev. Prof.
Hans König to Grand Prefect of the Knighthood of
Honour of the Lazarus Union for the Canary Islands.
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Knighthood of Honour of the Lazarus Union to honour
his long and great merits. The Lazarus Union heartily
congratulates.
In the presence of Theresia Wassertheurer, widow of
our estimated valued and honoured friend and comrade, vice president and Grand Marshal of the Lazarus
Union Knighthood of Honour, Col. retd. Reinhard Wassertheurer, his co-opted successor Brig. retd. Ewald
Angetter was ceremonially inaugurated and as a sign
of his new office received the chain of the Grand Marshal of the Lazarus Union Knighthood of Honour out
of the hands of the Grand Master.
The corps prayer spoken by the Grand Master and the
musical prayer from the “Great Austrian Tattoo“ ended
the investiture ceremony.
The „Prinz Eugen March“ then led over to the remembrance for dead comrades. Introductory words were
spoken by our protocol officer LtCol. retd. Rudolf
Murth.
This ceremony was held in remembrance of our comrade Reinhard Wassertheurer, who passed away at
the age of 62. A trumpet played “The good comrade“
and a dame of honour carried a burning candle into
the hall of fame as the lights were dimmed and a quiet
drum roll commenced. She was followed by a knight
of honour carrying a picture of Reinhard which was put
on a chair. This chair had remained empty for the
whole evening. Than our youngest member, Lukas
Valenta, brought Reinhard‘s personal banner and
placed it behind the chair.

Investiture von Capitan a.D. Hans-Rudolf Gries.

As the second Knight of Honour following H.E. Chev.
Col. retd. Helmut Neidhart, Grand Chancellor Chev.
Christoph Ptak received the Grand Cross of the
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H.E. Chev. Colonel ret. Reinhard Wassertheurer.
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with a lot of small-talk, putting an enjoyable end to the
whole evening.

There was hardly anyone present who did not have to
fight with tears when “The good comrade“ was played.
After a minute in complete silence Reinhard‘s favourite
march was played as a personal wish of Theresia
Wassertheurer, the “Zottelmarsch.“ Reinhard always
was looking forward, never giving too much thought to
what laid behind him.

Thank you to all who assisted in arranging the agape
and also to our caterer, DURAN, who delivered tasty
sandwiches in time and for a good price. There was
plenty available and no-one left hungry and thirsty.
There were even a few leftovers!
Wednesday, the 23rd October 2013
CSLI Visit to the Shard in London
On Wednesday 23rd October, CSLI members
teamed-up with members of the Order of St Stanislas and St Pancras Rotary Club, for a pre-arranged visit to the Shard in London, the tallest
building in western Europe.
The visit, arranged by GB&I Adjutant Steven Turner,
afforded those attending with incredible 360-degree
views for 40 miles. The Shard has 72 floors, rising to
310 metres or 1016 feet. The building incorporates
world renowned restaurants as well as a 5-star hotel
and extensive office space.

After final words by the Grand Master and a thank you
to all who played their part in arranging and organising
this ceremony, Beethoven‘s “Ode to Joy“ was the prelude to the marching out and the obligatory group pictures. Also, a special thank you goes to our music
corps and the bandmaster Friedrich Lentner for
providing a worthy musical frame to this investiture.
After the pictures, there was a leisurely come-together
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After the visit, the party made their way to The George
Inn in Borough High Street, a coaching inn dating back
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to the 1400s. It was rebuilt in 1676 after a serious fire
destroyed most of medieval Southwark.
A most convivial lunch was enjoyed by all. On behalf
of those attending, the C-in-C warmly thanked the Adjutant for organising a thoroughly enjoyable outing.
Thursday, the 31st October 2013
High award for CEO Byron Haynes of the BAWAGPSK
Since 2006 the BAWAG-PSK is one of our most important and most reliable sponsors without whom
we would not have been able to hold our so far
seven Handicapped Air Days in the form as you
know them. As a small (visible) thank you, CEO
Byron Haynes (like already his predecessors CEO
Dr. Ewald Novotny and CEO David Roberts) received an award by the Lazarus Union on today‘s
International Savings Day.

CEO Haynes received the much earned “CSLI Grand
Cross of Honour,“ also representative for his wonderful team whom we also want to express our thanks to.
Earned especially as the social commitment of CEO
Haynes reaches far beyond supporting the Lazarus
Union and this was also worthy to be recognised.
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Despite a very tight schedule and some other pending
events in the bank‘s headquarters CEO Haynes took
the time to receive this high distinction which was
awarded for the first time from the hands of our president, Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt, assisted by
the deputy secretary general Christoph Ptak.

In his laudation president Steinhardt especially noted
that this long-lasting support by the BAWAG-PSK continued also when it went through difficult times. This is
especially worth noting! The whole team of the Lazarus Union once again says thank you for such a longlasting support and heartily congratulates CEO Byron
Haynes.
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Grandmaster H.E. The Chevalier Stephen Lautens
GCJ.

Order of St. Joachim Investiture 2013 in London
Saturday 10th November, the eve of “Remembrance Sunday” the UK Investiture of the “Commandery Edward the Confessor” of the Equestrian, Secular and Chapterial Order of Saint Joachim took place in London.
The Lazarus Union was represented by its Union
Commander in Chief H.E. The Chevalier Senator h.c.
Wolfgang Steinhardt GCJ, who is the Commander of
the Austro-German Commandery “Leopold II. “ of the
Order of Saint Joachim and two further members, the
“Knight Expectants” Dr. Oswin Hochstöger (Vice-president and Deputy Commander of CSLA) und Oliver M.
Gruber-Lavin.
As venue for the ceremony St Anne’s Church which
was successfully consecrated in 1730 was chosen. St
Anne’s Church has a long-standing connection to the
Royal Navy, and its current Rector is honorary Chaplain to the Royal Navy. Its clock is the highest church
clock in London, so St Anne’s is permitted to wear the
White Ensign at all times. (The White Ensign or St
George’s Ensign is an ensign flown on British Royal
Navy ships. It consists of a red St George’s Cross on
a white field with the Union Flag in the upper canton.
It was used by Nelson in the Battle of Trafalgar and
became the official Ensign of the Navy in 1864). Furthermore, Lady Nelson, the wife of the possible most
famous member and commander of the Order of St.
Joachim, was a regular member of the congregation
at St Anne’s. The battle ensign of the recently decommissioned HMS Ark Royal is on display inside the
church.
The ceremony started at 11 am with the entry of the
Grandmaster H.E. The Chevalier Stephen Lautens
GCJ, B.A., LL.B. and the clergy lead by The Order’s
Grand Prior is His Excellency the Chevalier the Most
Reverend Douglas Lewins GCJ and The Order’s Vice
Grand Prior is His Excellency the Chevalier the Right
Reverend Howard Graham Charles Richard WestonSmart KCJ and Rev. Victor Bullok.
At the beginning of the Investiture H.E. The Chevalier
Simon Peter McIlwaine KCJ (he is also Colonel of the
CSLI) was installed as Commander of the United Kingdom Commandery, England, Scotland and Northern
Ireland “St Edward the Confessor“.
Following that, new “Knight Expectants” were admitted
to the Order and in a dignified ceremony the two Austrian “Knight Expectants” Dr. Hochstöger and GruberLavin were promoted to the rank of a „Knight“ by the
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At the End of the Investiture Chevalier Peter Wyles KJ
was presented with the Order’s Benefactor Medal for
his generosity in supporting the Order’s charitable
work.
After this ceremony, an invitation for lunch in the Trafalgar Tavern followed ((Menu: Greenwich Whitebait
(Breaded, crunchy, lemon & paprika mayo) a Greenwich speciality from Dickens‘ time, Chicken Supreme
(Wrapped in Parma ham, Dauphinoise potato, green
beans & cream tarragon sauce) and a warm apple pie
with cream).
In the afternoon, the members enjoyed a special tour
through the recently (21st October) opened new permanent gallery „Nelson, Navy, Nation“ in the „National
Maritime Museum“ (the leading maritime museum of
the United Kingdom and the largest museum of its kind
in the world).
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Showcasing Admiral Lord Nelson’s iconic uniform with
the breast star of the order of St. Joachim which he
was wearing 5th October 1805, during the battle of Trafalgar, the day of his death, and personal items as well
as weird and wonderful Nelson memorabilia, the gallery considers the legendary national hero within the
context of his day, making sense of his achievements
and dazzling celebrity while telling a wider story about
British society.
A walk around the grounds of the des (Old) Royal Naval College in Greenwich a World Heritage Site in, described by the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) as being of “outstanding universal value” completed that day.
Sunday, the 17th November 2013
CSLI Germany: day of national mourning in Germany
A report by Hans-Georg Pesch

By the today's day of national mourning in Germany the municipal politics assembled, represent
by the mayor W.E. Rosenzweig and councillors as
well as officers of the armed forces and some associations, consisting of members of the local
protection association, the Red Cross and the voluntary fire brigade and the traditional communities of the armoured artillery battalion 75 and
antiaircraft regiment 3. Many citizens also took
part in this commemorative event on the cemetery
in Neu Wulmstorf.
In my function as a member of CSLI Germany and
concurrent member of the traditional community I took
part on behalf for the UNION LAZARUS in this hour of
commemoration in uniform.
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At 11.30 o'clock the choir started to report some
songs, then mayor Rosenzweig made a commemorative speech about carrying of Poppy Remembrance
Day stickers which are carried in Great Britain on this
national grief day. As a counterpart by our national
grief day.
Afterwards the trombone choir of the Protestant municipality played some Chorales, before it went to the
wreath putting downs in the single monuments. In the
honorary monuments soldiers of the armoured artillery
teaching battalion 325 held the guard of honour. As
the first a wreath was laid down by the mayor and a
councillor in the stone tablet for the fallen soldiers, was
followed by the local associations with their deputations.

Then there followed the officers and active soldiers as
well as the board members of the traditional association of the armoured artillery battalion 75 and the antiaircraft regiment 3 with her wreath putting down in the
commemorative tables.
After approx. 1 hour the commemoration ceremony
was finished and the guards of honour were released
with the thanks of all persons present from her duty.
In the connection mayor Rosenzweig invited the soldiers and members of the traditional associations for a
small receipt in the "Ratskeller". Thus, one could exchange himself still a little with a good soup and lard
breads.
I had to tell during the receipt the opportunity, on questions of some officers, a little about the works of the
CSLI and the LAZARUS UNION, because our uniform
isn't known yet thus in Germany. Here we should consider from the LAZARUS UNION and CSLI Germany
whether it didn't make sense to enter a partnership
with the traditional association or active members of
the armed forces to bundle up forces for social projects
and events. Preliminary talks with the board of directors of the traditional association of the armoured artillery battalion to 75 and some officers are relevant already on the go.
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world to contact and to become acquainted with the
common celebration also closer.“

Apple juice donation to the kindergarten in
Marktzeuln
On Friday, 22nd of November the foundation members
and board members of the Corps Saint Lazarus International Command Germany, Sven Dietel, HermannDietrich Streit and Katja Dietel have handed over an
apple juice donation to the kindergarten in Marktzeuln.
On local litter fruit meadows were collected more than
600 kilogrammes of apples. Then these were pressed
and processed to high-quality, local juice.

Sunday, the 8th December 2013
Now the kindergarten in Marktzeuln can be glad about
300 litres of juice which can be used by the children
during the next months. Sven Dietel thanked in particular the municipality of Marktzeuln and the 1st mayor
Gregor Friedlein-Zech for the permission to be allowed
to harvest the apple trees with Horb at the Main. Only
so one could collect enough fruits for the tasty juice.
The commander of Germany CSLI Sven Dietel came
on the good work of the kindergarten into Marktzeuln
and was glad that his relief organisation to the kindergarten can reach under the arms
Friday, the 29th November 2013
Flame of peace - annual receipt 2013
Benefit performance gala dress in the Schönborn
palace as a building of a bridge between people
Sandor and Herta Margarete Habsburg-Lothringen the initiator and president of the association for the
support of the peace "Flame of Peace" could greeting
to the annual receipt in the Viennese Schönborn palace also this year again numerous international
guests: „The gala evening is a good opportunity to
come with the most varied cultures from the whole
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Radetzky Order Patrons Saint´s Day
It’s almost become a tradition that a delegation of
the LAZARUS UNION participates in the events of
the Radetzky Order.
This time it was on the 8th December to celebrate the
religious festival of their Patron Saint. A sacred Mass
was celebrated by the Order’s Dean, Rector Prof.
Reinhart Knittel DD, at the Prandtauer Church in St.
Pölten. At the church service, several other friendly organizations were represented.
In his sermon, the Order’s Dean pointed to the values
of chivalric associations and emphasized that, even
though the Radetzky Order is a fine example of a living
fellowship preserving Austrian military traditions, this
is also a constant challenge to its members.
The non-partisan and non-profit association “Radetzky
Order (RO)” – established on 13th October 2003 – is
dedicated to maintaining the traditions exemplified in
the person of Field Marshal Radetzky. The Order aims
to pass Austrian military traditions to the young,
strengthen the awareness of spiritual national defence, foster appreciation of the Field Marshal’s final
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resting place at Heldenberg in Kleinwetzdorf and honour the memory of all soldiers fallen or missing and
those who treated their injuries.
The Order has also received recognition as a defence
policy-relevant group. The Ministry of National Defence now permits the Order’s awards to be worn on
the uniforms of the Austrian Army and the Executive.

After the service came a secular ceremony. LtCol. i. R.
Dr. Manfred Rüthlein was solemnly invested, Religious Dean Prof. Knittel was made an Honorary Member and a number of promotions were also made.
Grandmaster Harry Tomek had some decorations for
comrades from the LAZARUS UNION. The Knight’s
Cross of the Radetzky Order was awarded to: Secretary Erich Kadlec, Treasurer Wolfgang Leithner, Chairman of the Board Helmut Neidhardt, Deputy Gen. Secretary Christopher Ptak, and the dep. chairman of our
Naval Fellowship Archduke Ferdinand Max, Hannes
Hochmuth.
On behalf of our late beloved comrade, Vice President
Reinhard Wassertheurer, his widow Theresa Wassertheurer received the posthumous award.
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The day ended with a lunch in the summer refectory
of the Bishop’s Palace.
Here the LAZARUS UNION could also make some
awards. President Senator Wolfgang Steinhardt presented the Grand Cross of the Foundation Cross to
Grand Commander VZL. Manfred Scholz. In addition,
Commander Ludwig Brunner received his official Certificate of Membership of the Naval Fellowship Archduke Ferdinand Max – given with the delegates of the
Lazarus Union for Turkey.
Radetzky Order – we thank you for the continuing
good cooperation, friendly relations and comradeship!
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Friday, the 20th December 2013
CSLI-SOF: Typhoon in the Phillipines

December 2013
CSLI-SOF: Medical Camp Bangladesh & Thailand

December 2013
CSLI Germany: Christmas donation to the
Burgkunstadter Tafel
Shortly before Christmas, Sven and Katja Dietel
and Hermann-Dietrich Streit, representing the
Corps Saint Lazare International, and Bernd Wenzel, the second chairman of the Lettenreuth Soldiers' and Traditions Association (STK), handed
over 109 bags of sweets and 139 bags of sausage
to the Burgkunstadter Tafel.
Sven Dietel, Commander of the CSLI Germany,
thanked the Chairman of the Tafel Silke Mohler and all
volunteers for their praiseworthy efforts in the service
of the good cause. For the fourth time, the Corps supported the Tafel with a Christmas donation. "When I
asked the number of donations–bags needed this
year, I was very dismayed," Dietel said. Especially the
increase in the number of children, which rose during
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the year from 83 to 109, seemed almost unbelievable.
More than 2,000 Euros went into the donations. He
especially thanked the STK Lettenreuth, who contributed over 750 Euros alone. He thanked as well the
butcher Senger from Hochstadt and all members and
patrons of CSLI Germany.

The Corps Saint Lazare International is a private charity organization dedicated to the ideals of Saint Lazarus. Connected to the spirit of tolerance, humility, charity, its aim is to give pleasure to other people, to provide disaster relief, to provide assistance for the disabled and the homeless.
All members are volunteers. Especially nowadays,
more and more people need help and support, not just
in the crisis areas, but in the near neighbourhood. The
Lazarus Union can and will help here.
Silke Mohler thanked the donors in the name of all the
customers of the Tafel for the Christmas presents,
which are very welcomed before the holidays.
"I know what work and how much personal commitment is behind such an extensive fundraising campaign," she said. In this connection, she also thanked
the city of Burgkunstadt for the possibility to use the
Town-Hall free of charges for handing out the presents. "This assistance from the city of Burgkunstadt
is a great benefit for all the needy in the city and the
foreign customers," said Mohler to Mayor Heinz Petterich, who had also come to the handing over of the
donation. The Mayor honoured the dedication of the
volunteers. "The town council of Burgkunstadt cannot
stand idly with so much commitment, so it was natural
for us to make the premises available, and if the helpers of the Tafel did not exist, many of their customers
would not know how to get on with their families" , the
mayor paid tribute to all the helpers.
During this donation, further donations were still received, which should not be forgotten here. A helping
person from the Tafel brought along the Christmas donation of the Secondary School of Altenkunstadt,
which was packed in two large boxes. Another gift
came from the town-area of Burgkunstadt itself. In
several cartons, lovingly packaged gift bags were
handed over.
And a family from Theisau donated two Christmas
trees, which were highly welcomed.
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products, medicine products, geriatrics products and
hygiene products.

Brazil helps again!
The co-ordinating host organisation of CSLI Brazil, the Orders of Saint Lazarus Brazil (Associação
São Lázaro Brasil) was officially registered with
the number 15573 with the „Worldwide UN Global
Compact Network of the United Nations“ and with
the number 620028 as a NGO with the United Nations.
CSLI Brazil also showed in 2013 with the Hospitaller
Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem that one „together
new perspectives create“ is able. Thus, the new CSLI
grouping of Rio Claro (São Paulo) donated an amount
from medicaments in the municipality of Bom Jesus
which around the destitute in Rio Claro (São Paulo)
looks. This action was registered by the local press effective as publicity.
The order of the saint Lazarus von Jerusalem in Brazil
and the CSLI grouping of the sea region collected food

14.8

This material was sent to an institution of the city of
Araruama to help the older people of this institution.
To this material two wheel chairs (1 were added in 1
in flawless and repaired state) and bedding in good
state.
Different surgical units of the CSLI and Commandery
of the order of the saint Lazarus Brazil to organised old
clothes collections for winter clothing in regions like
Rio de Janeiro, Campinas or S. ã o Paulo.
The CSLI grouping of Campinas finished her old
clothes collection of well-preserved clothes for the winter months, so that more than 200 families from Vila
Brandina and Campo Belo could profit from this action
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Wednesday, the 29th January 2014

New Year’s Reception of MK-EFM CSLI
For the first time this New Year, the Navy Corps of
the future CSLIC (Cuerpo San Lázaro Islas Canarias) met in the ancient hall of the Hotel Marquesa
in Puerto de la Cruz. This, the oldest house on the
square, was formerly the seat of the English merchant family the Cologans (the present-day Marquises de Candia). Alexander von Humboldt was a
guest here during his stay in Tenerife in 1799.
At the Reception, there were many new topics to
cover. First of all, our six-piece Orodine Band, in their
new shoulder badges, blazer crests and naval caps,
presented itself for the first time as a Navy Corps
Band.
They greeted us with the ceremonial Fanfare and
March of the CSLI.

After opening the session, and a short report on the
listing of the CSLI as an NGO of the United Nations, I
was able to present Mr. Dipl. Ing. Dieter Wessels as a
new comrade. He was partnered by his pretty daughter who was on holiday on Tenerife. Sadly, he couldn’t
appear in uniform, even though it had been ordered
from Germany months ago. According to the company, it had been sent to Puerto in Estonia (postal
code EE). I subsequently found that there is no Puerto
in Estonia, so the poor uniform wanders helplessly in
the cold while we are left hoping it will soon find its way
to its owner.
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Dieter, a long-time mining engineer in Preussag, described his interesting life and we were particularly impressed when he said: “Fate has given me so many
gifts in Germany, that I wanted to return even a little to
those who particularly need it”. He at first tutored for
free and then joined the German Disaster and Life
Saving Society, the world’s largest water rescue organization, in a managerial capacity and also as instructor and examiner. While in Magdeburg he helped
in many of the Elbe floods and we were very moved
by his sentiments on the recovery of bodies from the
waters.
I then had the pleasure of presenting Dieter with the
special class of the CSLI Humanity Medal, which he
had been awarded. He was then received as a First
Boatswain in the CSLI.
Next, I reported on a planned visit to the German sailing training ship, Gorch Fock, in Santa Cruz de Tenerife.

I reported on our new name, CUERPO SAN LÁZARO
ISLAS CANARIAS (CSLIC), and that we expect to get
approval in March along with the ‘sin fines de lucro’
(‘not for profit’) certificate. We plan to raise some
funds, but with our ‘not for profit’ certificate we do save
on music protection and expensive insurance for the
Band (20% of the contract price for public appearances, according to a new 2014 Royal Bulletin).

A discussion on the MK EFM Association Newspaper
followed. Some members who only speak Spanish do
not understand it while some German-speaking members never receive it. Like many other problems, these
remain to be resolved.

All members were called on to engage with the objectives of our Navy Corps in 2014. A proposal from Kpt.
z. S. Dipl. Ing. Hartmut Rust seemed to meet these
values particularly well: our new band, accompanied
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by some of our members, could play concerts in nursing homes to bring happiness to those who are having
a particularly difficult time.
The official part of our New Year’s Reception ended
with the sounds of ‘Bajo del Doble Aguila’ (Under the
Double Eagle), and of course the ‘Radetzky March’.
A broken mast and a ripped sail!
Thursday, the 30th January 2014
Action-group Rhineland is doing first actions
The newly founded CSLI action-group Rhineland
under the command of Capt. CSLI Patrick Pohl
was able to carry out its first action on 30 January
in the name of the CSLI Germany.
The "fair-department-store" in the town of ÜbachPalenberg (district of Heinsberg), which is run jointly
by the Arbeiterwohlfahrt (AWO) and the Caritas-Union
Heinsberg, was able to look forward to a large donation of winter clothing. A total of four washbasins with
impeccable winter clothing could be handed over by
the action-group Rhineland to the "fair-departmentstore", about which the staff was very pleased.
The "fair-department-store" in Heinsberg and ÜbachPalenberg belong to the subsidized tasks of the Caritas workshop Schierwaldenrath. The social service of
Catholic women and men finances from the subsidies
anti-violence training courses for men as well as the
offender-victim compensation. Commander Pohl was
very satisfied: "For us being very young, this is a great
opportunity to provide direct active support in the region."
After New Year's Eve, the idea was born not to give
away usable clothes, but to donate them. Up to four
comrades collected together the donation and assorted usable garments from the old clothes, which
were brought specifically for this purpose.
Sunday, the 9th February 2014
CSLI Navy Corps Tenerife visited the „Gorch
Fock“ in Santa Cruz de Tenerife
For many years the Canaries have served as winter quarters for the famous German Sail Training
Ship ‘Gorch Fock’. After completing their training
voyage in Gran Canarias, the cadets are flown
home and the ship transfers to Tenerife. Here, in
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the port of Santa Cruz de Tenerife, a new crew of
trainees takes possession.
Being such a regular visitor to our island’s capital was
grounds enough for us to show our respect by visiting
and presenting an embroidered pennant.
We were logged to arrive at 4.30pm, but fate wasn’t
smiling kindly on us. With a time, cushion of half an
hour, we arrived in the vicinity of the pier and thought
we were at our destination. But we had reckoned without the city marathon. Stern Motorcycle Policeman directed us away to the edge of the city, and all our attempts to reach the port in our cars failed. Thus, began
what felt like our own city marathon, though it was only
five or six kilometres. It fulfilled the bold prophecy of
our President, Wolfgang Steinhardt, that I “would soon
be taking part in a marathon again” after my half-failed,
half-successful hip surgery.

Finally, after climbing up the gangway of the ‘Gorch
Fock’, we saluted the quarterdeck and the German
Flag
We were very kindly welcomed by the Officer of the
Watch, Lieutenant Sonneborn, who apologized for the
absence of Captain Riesch who was taking his last
shore leave, no matter – we would only have kept him
waiting – so we presented our colourful pennant with
the coat of arms of the Canary Islands. In return, we
received a souvenir crest of the ‘Gorch Fock’, but only
after making a 20 € donation. Yes, even the German
Navy must make economies.
A tour of the upper deck of the barque completed our
Sunday outing. Since, in the early 1980s, I had made
some voyages on the big Norwegian barque ‘State
Lehmkuhl’ (home port of Bergen), which was at that
time in the port of Santa Cruz, and on the three-
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masted full-rigged ship ‘Soerlandet’, I could contribute
something from my memory on the amazing spider
web of running and standing rigging above us.
Just for clarification: a barque is a three-masted sailing
ship with only two square-rigged masts, the third, the
mizzen mast, has a sail in line with the ship. A fullrigged ship has three or more square-rigged masts
We looked up into the moulded steel mast spars: the
mainmast, the topmast, and, we guessed, far above
us at the very top, the topgallant mast. The mainsail
and topsail shone white in the bright light with the
lower shrouds leading to the mainmast top, and above
them the topmast shrouds. Up these shrouds, with
your feet clutching the cross-ropes, or ratlines, you
have to go to reach the spars, which carry the sails.
When working sails men were not harnessed, only
standing on the footropes attached under the spars. It
is perhaps not surprising that, since 1958, a number
of sail trainees have been lost working the sails. Nevertheless, if one hesitates for a moment before beginning the climb, your shipmates will begin chiding you
and the Officers will call, then roar, their orders. One
just has to go out along the footrope bracing your body
against the spar. We could clearly see the mainsail
yard, the lower topsail and upper topgallant sail yards
and, at the very top, the delicate royal yard which was
always out of bounds to me with my weight.
From the right top centre of the topmast, behind the
shrouds, backstays support the mast laterally, while
from the front a stay prevents the mast falling. Our
Corps Band horn player, Lt. CSLI Peggy Weise, had
specially prepared for the visit on the Internet and,
standing by the port side shrouds, it was a pleasure for
me to compare with her the difference between details
like the mainsail leech and the topsail leech. She had
also learned by heart the story of the writer Gorch
Fock, who fell at the Battle of Jutland in 1916 on the
light cruiser SMS Wiesbaden, and after whom the
Training Ship is named. His most popular work was a
novel in which he described the life of the deep-sea
fisherman. Its title ‘Seefahrt ist Not!’ (Seafaring is Necessary!) is often misinterpreted in Vienna as Seafaring
is Distress!
Then we got to the quarterdeck, where I could relive
my memories of the martyrdom of the capstan.
These days there are motor winches to lift the anchor
from the sea, but in my day capstan bars – long, rough,
thick poles – were put into the capstan and we pushed
them round in time to Sea Shanties with our minds
empty, gasping for breath, until at last the command
sounded “Up and down“. That meant that the anchor
was dangling from its hawse and the ship swung free.
The anchor then had to be lashed in place, taking care
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not to soil the ship’s plates, while the ship slowly got
under way to begin its voyage.
Evening was coming on as the sun went down so we
shot some photos of the figurehead of the Gorch Fock,
a moulded carbon fibre albatross. In German, the figurehead is known as a ‘Galionsfigur’, the term deriving
from ‘galion’ the Spanish for balcony. The galion was
a porch in front of the prow, which supported the bowsprit. At first figures were placed in the galion of Spanish and Portuguese ships, later they were attached to
the outside. Although these later ship types had no
real galion any more, the name Galionsfigur remained.
Sailors’ superstition has it that the figurehead watches
over the course of the ship to save it from disaster. The
albatross of the Gorch Fock is its sixth attempt at a
permanent figurehead, some being lost in storms,
some severely damaged.
At the end of our visit, the bay of Santa Cruz glowed
in the sunset and my old memories, the memories of
an “Ancient Mariner”, faded slowly with the fading daylight.
Sunday, the 2nd March 2014
Lecture by ex-Secretary General of the UN Kofi Annan
A delegation of the LAZARUS UNION attended a
lecture by ex-Secretary General of the UN Kofi Annan, who was the Secretary General from 19972006.
The President of the National Council, Barbara Prammer M.A., and the Austrian Society for Foreign Policy
and the United Nations had been invited to the former
House of Representatives Chamber of the Parliament
building for the lecture. Also present was the Federal
President, Dr. Heinz Fischer, and high-ranking representatives from politics and diplomacy.

It was an impressive experience to be in the historic
session hall of the former Imperial Council: Whose
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seat was that? What had gone on here? Where had
former deputies thrown inkwells at their political opponents?
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The Auditorium responded to his speech with appreciative applause. Then, with obvious pleasure, he answered many questions from the audience.
LAZARUS UNION participants were comrades Steinhardt, Ptak and Kadlec.
Thursday, the 6th March 2014
50 Years Non-Commissioned Officer‘s Society
(UOGW)
Celebration held March 6th, 2014, in Austrian History Army Museum

It was an impressive experience to be in the historic
session hall of the former Imperial Council: Whose
seat was that? What had gone on here? Where had
former deputies thrown inkwells at their political opponents?
Kofi Annan gave a haunting plea for democracy, free
elections and human rights – stressing that democracy
is an ongoing process. In addition to peace and security, he said, a society must be built on the rule of law
and human rights because everywhere democracy is
a ‘work in progress’.
In addition, he called for a reform of the UN Security
Council: that, for example, not a single African country
or India is permanently represented on the Security
Council can have no justification.
He went on to address the current situation in the
Ukraine: a situation which he said could become
“much more serious”. His statement was unfortunately
confirmed only a few hours later.

The UOGW was founded in May 1964 and served
as a place caring for service problems for the
NCOs during a time when there was no employee
representation available. Today the Non-Commissioned Officer‘s Society Vienna is the representing body and the mouthpiece for all employees but
especially for the approx. 4.000 Viennese NonCommissioned Officers in active service, in the reserve and in retirement. I want to remind everybody on the importance of a strong community
able to meet common targets. “Only in numbers
lies our strength, “ the president of the UOGW society, Vzlt Bernhard Struger, stated during his
commemorative talk.
Vienna‘s military commander Bgdr Mag. Kurt Wagner
among many others congratulated the UOGW in his
speech for their anniversary and thanked for the valuable service provided in the Army, wishing for similar
successful work in the future.

Significant birthdays earn the right to be noted.
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guided tour through the imperial cathedral of Aachen, the German UNESCO World Heritage site,
and to discuss other projects for the
Einsatzgruppe Rhineland.

The high generals were present at this celebration, as
well as many staff officers, providing wishes from the
officer corps:
„…the non-commissioned officer simply stands for the
Austrian Army, in training, in management, in the
home country as well as all over the world, and is essential for the fulfilment of the mission of the Austrian
Army…“.
The recurrent theme of all commemorative speeches
was a warning and an appeal to politics to provide also
the necessary financial means to enable the armed
forces to fulfil their tasks.

A LAZARUS UNION delegation of five comrades was
invited by the UOGW and wants to express their
thanks for having been able to participate in this worthy celebration and congratulates the UOGW for their
anniversary, wishing all the best for the future.

After the guided tour, led by Commander Patrick Pohl,
it was decided to hold a comradeship meeting once a
month to strengthen the cohesion.
On the way, back to the central station "Elisenbrunnen" the group passed the blood donation vehicle of
the German Red Cross (DRK on Holzgraben and decided upon the proposal of comrade Sevenich, to participate in this good action for the Blood Transfusion
Service West.
After compulsory tests, comrade Breuer, Commander
Pohl and guest Sascha H. were found to be positive to
participate in blood donation. After a short examination
and a discussion with the doctor on the spot, the donation was started.
For Commander Pohl, it was the 8th donation, for the
comrade Breuer the 3rd and for our friend Sascha the
first donation at all!
After 50 minutes, everything was over, and there was
still time to talk for few minutes with the volunteers
from the DRK.
When saying farewell, the unanimous decision was
taken, that the voluntary free blood donation from now
on shall be a component of the action-group.
Tuesday, the 25th March 2014
Benediction and New Consecration of the Chapel
of St. Vitus

Thursday, the 6th March 2014
Blood donation campaign
On Thursday, 6 March, two male comrades, one female comrade and a guest met in Aachen for a trip
through the “Imperial Town” and a professional
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For some months now we tried to find a fitting occasion to thank and to honour Militärsuperior Alexander Wessely for his long lasting generous
support of the LAZARUS UNION and also for his
many actions as a military chaplain for the soldiers of the Burgenland and periodically also of
Lower Austria, not to forget his support of many
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events where his turned out to be a brilliant comedian as well. His acts as the Good Soldier Švejk
are legendary already.
The consecration of the Chapel of St. Vitus which
was renovated last year (see also the introduction)
finally seemed to be the perfect occasion.

About 160 guests, among them the Parson from
Parndorf, politicians of the surrounding villages and
numerous flag detachments from tradition unions, met
for the ceremony and were greeted by the commander
of the military training ground Bruck-Neudorf.
In the course of a Holy Mass with music from a tamburica band and a brass ensemble from the Military
Command Burgenland the Capel of St. Vitus was ceremonially consecrated by military chaplain Dr. Wessely. During his sermon Wessely compared the renovation of the chapel which was totally derelict to Jesus
Christ and Francis of Assisi, who both built new upon
old.

Chronicle of the Lazarus Union from 2007 to 2017
RUS UNION was founded in 2009 by only two campaigners (A quote by Pop John XXII: “Sisters and
brothers, you should never cease to begin and never
begin to cease!“), dared a restart, and today has about
16,000 members worldwide.

The special level of the Grand Cross of the Cross of
Honour is the highest award the LAZARUS UNION
can give away and with Dr. Wessely it is only for the
second time that this honour is awarded to a person.
In an emotional laudation Steinhardt pointed out the
grand merits of Dr. Wessely and his long relation to
the LAZARUS UNION.

The end of the service was now the perfect opportunity
to present the well-earned honour to Dr. Wessely.
President and Union Commander Wolfgang Steinhardt introduced the LAZARUS UNION with a few
words and pointed to the parallel that also the LAZA-
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In the end, all were invited to an agape where numerous new contacts were met, many talks held, and the
photographers hat lots of opportunities to shoot some
pictures.
The Chapel of St. Vitus on the Bruckneudorf Military Training Ground – an Introduction

“Look at a house full of glory…” this is the start of a
patriarchal chant sung every year in the Martin Barracks at Eisenstadt at the time of the church consecration festival. Yet the chant does not only praise the
house of God made from stone but rather the faithful
believers in Christ meeting in God‘s house, the church
of the living stones. While this meeting with God and
fellow Christians is first and foremost the Church of Jesus Christ, it still needs some defined and concrete
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places, the churches, chapels, and other places of
worship, all made of stone, where God‘s people can
meet for their worship ceremonies.
In the military parish Burgenland, all barracks do have
their own chapels for prayer and services in front of
God, but also providing a place for tranquillity and contemplation. This is unique for Austria and something
we have a right to be proud of!
One of the oldest and at the same time newest chapels of the military parish Burgenland is the Chapel of
St. Vitus near the “Parndorfer Hof”. Although some visitation reports from the late 19th century name two
chapels nearby, one of which was undiscoverable
even by then, geographical details and the plain construction style of the chapel suggest that the other one
could have been St. Vitus‘ Chapel which was erected
by Croatian immigrants. Anyhow, on one side the date
1822 is engraved.
The chapel which is placed along “Burgenland‘s Way
of St. James“, which was erected in 2013, lies exactly
on the borders of the military training ground. In September Offizierstellvertreter (in the US: Sergeant Major; in the UK: Warrant Officer Class 1) Josef Hatos
had the idea to renovate the tiny church which was
completely dilapidated and which he at first considered to be an old guard tower. Anton Gabriel and Oskar Prandstötter from Parndorf turned out to be enthusiastic fellows-in-arms. In record-breaking time, the
building was not only excavated from two meters of
earth but also completely rebuilt. Old and fitting construction materials were thankfully provided by
“Beppo” Haubenwallner from the Mönchhof village
museum, as well as Michael Krasanovsky from
Parndorf, the bells for the chapel and a cross made
from shell splinters were provided by the military parish. A scallop chiseled from sandstone – by hobby artist Erich Kettner from Frauenkirchen – also was placed
in the chapel. The actual holy picture, a sandstone
sculpture of St. Jacob, was donated by the No.2 training company of the army trooping school. It was consecrated in September in the Lower Austrian pilgrimage village Maria Taferl.
Today a trellised gate allows to look at the saved
chapel interior, the statue of St. Jacob and a cross
made from cast iron. A prayer‘s bell wants to invite for
a prayer.
The chapel shall be a place for contemplation and
tranquillity inviting pilgrims as well as soldiers to pause
and to follow Jesus‘ invitation “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.”.
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After the address of welcome from the president Senator Wolfgang Steinhardt the usual protocol procedures were put into action.

The Chapel of St. Vitus before …

… and after the renovation.

Saturday, the 29th March 2014
CSLI General Assembly 2014
First there was our own general assembly to be
held, with a comprehensive agenda. This was followed by the GA of the Naval Comradeship Vice
Admiral Archduke Ferdinand Max – CSLI, then followed by the convent of the Commandry Leopold
II of the Order of St Joachim and finally the GA of
the Corps Saint Lazarus Austria – CSLA.
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An important item was a statute change which put a
stronger emphasis on the international aspects of the
CSLI. Representatives of our international affiliated organisations are now represented in the advisory board
as well as in the board of management.
The report of the president gave a full account on the
activities of 2013 in the form of a most informative
power point slide set. After all the CSLI was present at
over 100 events and with the 7th Handicapped Air Day
had its own big event which had been extensively
noted in Austria.
The LAZARUS UNION is also proud to announce that
the United Nation‘s ECOSOC (Economic and Social
Council) Committee for NGOs has recommended to
ECOSOC in the 4th and 5th meeting of the 1st NGO
consultation meeting 2014 in New York to award to the
LAZARUS UNION “SPECIAL CONSULTATIVE STATUS“ as a registered NGO.
The official decision will take place at the next
ECOSOC meeting. This gives the CSLI the right to
participate in the meetings, to submit applications, and
the opportunity to make representations.
A glimpse on future activities: our investiture at Castle
Kreuzenstein and participation at various events from
friendly organisations, a charity concert for the
Großweikersdorf fire brigade, and several performances by our music corps.
Also planned is a participation in the airport festival of
the FSV Stockerau 2000 with handicapped persons.
In 2015 an international friendship festival is in the
planning: a symposium, a ball (Parkhotel Schönbrunn)
, an investiture (Castle Kreuzenstein) and a social programme, together with the Hospitaller Order and the
Order of St Joachim. First preparatory work has already been commenced, for details see our website.
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As always, the report of the auditors was very positive,
especially mentioning the extremely low administration costs and the “allowance policy“ of the Lazarus
Union (no expenses are paid to any volunteers whatsoever). The Lazarus Union is very proud of the fact
that no organisation of comparable size is known (at
least to us) with such low administration costs (below
2% of the total budget!).
By motion of the auditors the work of the board and
the treasurer was formally approved.
To comply with the new statutes the board stepped
back and new elections were held, organised by our
chair Col. retd. Neidhart. All candidates were elected
unanimously by secret ballot.
Sadly, our treasurer Comrade Leithner retired from his
office and now is one of the board vice presidents. A
heartily welcome to the new members of the chair and
the board.
We are proud to have now several representatives
from different countries with the chair as well as with
the board. This underlines the international aspects of
the CSLI.
At the closing of the GA the president presented several awards to merited comrades.

Then the marathon continued with the GA of the Naval
Comradeship: the usual procedure with various reports. The board was prematurely elected anew also
here. All decisions were unanimously here as well.
The convent of the Commandry Leopold II of the Order
of St Joachim was record-breaking. The agenda was
dealt with within a few minutes, thus making good the
delay accumulated so far.
Reports on past and future activities correspond to
those of the LAZARUS UNION, there is no financial
report as there are no separate receipts and expenditures. The new board is also elected quickly.
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The final event was the GA of the Corps Saint Lazarus
Austria – CSLA: report of the president, financial report etc.
The chair steps back here as well and gets elected
anew. President Leithner resigns, the new president is
comrade Dr. Hochstöger. The board is also elected
unanimously. Then the president of the Lazarus Union, Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt, is awarded
honorary membership in the Corps Saint Lazarus Austria-CSLA.
Several activities are planned which will be published
on the website. The new president plans to position
the CSLA better as a national organisation of the Union. Optimism is seen and felt.
The never-ending series of meetings was sufferable
due to the comfortable atmosphere in the castle‘s tavern together with excellent food and beer.
April 2014
CSLI "The Sword of Freedom": School construction in Ghana
For many years the SOF supports projects in particular the school construction of H.M. King
Cephas Bansah (King of Hohoe Ghana). In April
2014 Mjr CSLI Bernd Höhle with Dr. D. handed over
Kindermann, president of the Children's fund, a
rescue car solemnly to the king in Ghana.

Wednesday the 9th to
Monday, the 14th April 2014
Partnership meeting in Venice
Members of the Naval Fellowship Archduke Ferdinand Max (Chairman Wolfgang Steinhardt and
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Comrade Dr. Oswin Hochstöger) took part in partnership meetings between the OMV and the Italian
naval association AMNI.

Group picture of the delegation.

The occasion was the signing of a twinning agreement
between the Austrian Naval Association and the Italian
Naval Association, which took place in a suitably impressive ceremony at the Naval Church of San Biagio
in Castello, Venice. Among other reasons, the church
was selected because the heart of an Austrian Archduke of the Habsburg Dynasty, Friedrich von Habsburg, is interred here.
A palm was consecrated in front of the Church and
then Mass was celebrated before the signing of the
twinning agreement documents. Five members of the
House of Habsburg-Lorraine, and the Austrian Military
Attaché from Rome, attended the ceremony. Herta
and Sandor von Habsburg presented the Italian comrades with a symbol of peace and understanding
(flame of peace).
The Italian Navy Association really spoiled their Austrian Navy comrades with a great supporting program.
This included a reception in the State Parliament of
Venice followed by a buffet, a lagoon tour of the fortifications of San Andrea and a wreath-laying ceremony
at sea.
This was followed by a wreath-laying ceremony at the
cemetery island of San Michele, at which members of
all the uniformed comradeship associations of Italy
were present (Alpini, Bersaglieri, Carabinieri, etc.).
The cultural and culinary highlight of the social program was a gala reception at the Palazzo Foscari preceded by a concert of medieval court and banquet music played by Venetian music professors on old instruments.
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The whole event was very well organised by the President of the OMV, Colonel (Retd.) Karl Skrivanek and
the President of the Venetian AMNI, Sub-Lieutenant
Pinto. Special memories that will remain are the warm
atmosphere that characterized the entire program, an
improvised group vocal performance in the bar of the
local Venice Marine Association and the excursion to
the old Arsenal.
This visit by the Austrian Naval Association will be followed in the autumn with a return visit to Vienna by the
Venetian Naval Association. We hope that we can
then offer our Italian comrades an equally great event
and supporting program.
Thursday, the 2nd to Monday, the
5th May 2014
Investiture in Malta
Report: Hans-Rudolf Gries
Organised and directed by President and CSLI Union Commander Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt
this wonderful trip and ceremony was attended the
seventh time already.
The rest of the team was: Martha Fichtl, Michaela
Matzka, (we had to faithfully promise her parents to
look after her, so she was considered our baby), Johann Hochmuth, Ludwig Brunner, Monika and HansRudolf Gries.
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Day 1
Chaos check-in at the Air Malta counter as some passengers with problems blocked the check-in for almost
40 minutes. After some complaints, we were allowed
to use the business class counter.
The flight was smooth, after 2 hours we landed in
Malta-Valletta. Mark and Garry already expected us
and took us to the Hotel Imperial Superior in Sliema
with their private cars. Ludwig and I inquire about the
night life and they tell us, just 5 minutes up the road.
Somehow it all looks quite deserted and so we postpone our plans.
Day 2 - Investiture
Breakfast at 7.30, it is raining cats and dogs. Somehow my inner self welcomes this rain, Malta always
does have a water shortage, and it helps keep the temperature down. At 9 sharp, a bright red bus picks us
up and takes us to the church, Saint JosephinRabat.

After a little small talk, everybody gets lined up for the
marching in. International participants from South Africa, Sicily, Germany, Scotland, the Ukraine, Hungary,
and the large Austrian team. We managed to get
noted immediately in our naval uniforms, not only our
German neighbours noted us. Obviously, these Austrians….…

After the marching in the Holy Mass was celebrated.
At the investiture awards, promotions, dames and
knights were appointed.
One should also mention the great pleasure and joy
among the members of the Hospitaller Order to give
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and donate, 16,500. - Euros were collected and distributed among children‘s homes, churches, and welfare services. Thank you very much. Then the church
event ended, albeit all of a sudden.

Only a few steps away a gala dinner awaits us at the
restaurant. Aperitif Prosecco and cactus liqueur, various appetisers, main course steak or fish, sweet cookies. This was followed by various speeches, Max presented the special program for 2014 and 2015, all
events especially for children. We were able to present
our Sept. 2015 International Hospitaller Symposium
event and gave away copies of the flyer.

Steve provided for the shortest thank your speech as
the raffle had yet to take place to provide for fresh
money. Our baby won two main prizes – champagne,
what else? Ludwig won a picture from a local artist. An
art auction was to follow which provided for a slow start
but thanks to Ludwig finally was a success. He now
owned two pictures which would not fit into his suitcase, so I jumped in.
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After many good-byes and promises to meet again
soon we returned to the Hotel Imperial to refresh ourselves. At 17:00 we met again in the hall to go to Valetta where international fireworks with a choreography and public voting took place, a three-day celebration in Malta. After a short discussion, we decided
against a taxi and for the bus, very cheap at 1.50. We
participate at the celebrations and do some souvenir
shopping, stopping off at our favourite Italian restaurant.
St. Publius Church is festively lit and so provides a fulminant background for the fireworks. But this is not
with rockets as usual but instead shows works of art
made from fiery wheels, cubes, flowers moving in sync
with the music. What a show! Being flabbergasted we
miss the last bus and have to take a taxi back to the
hotel. Tired to death we long for our beds.
Day 3
Despite the rain and black clouds, we start at 9:00 to
reach the ferry boat to Gozo. The rain stops but it is
very windy and there is a heavy swell. Noted some
Japanese jumping up and heading for the deck. The
CSLI naval group consists of only old salts and they
take it in stride…
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In Mgarr, Gozo harbour, we hire two taxis for the full
day, 1st station Viktoria Citadel. As it is Sunday and the
Holy Mess ongoing the lift is closed. Fortunately, our
Senator Wolfgang is acquainted with the church ‘s padre who bends the rules for us and unlocks the secret
staircase after we promise to be quiet and so we reach
the upper floors. The obligate picture of the CSLI
troopers, Hannes the photographer works hard to position everyone in perspective for a perfect photograph. We thank the padre with a generous donation
and continue to the Azure Windows. But this time the
sea is very rough and a boat trip way too dangerous.
So, we stroll to a tiny Cafe, owned by a Swiss lady.
Really good espresso, small talk, it‘s funny.

Onward we move to the basilica and the bastion. The
old pillory is already waiting for Wolfgang, Ludwig, and
Hannes the photographer. Fantastic view over the
whole island, stroll down into the old city, storming a
delicatessen shop and buying local delicacies including jam. A whole year‘s supplies were bought.
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Finally, we head for my favourite fish restaurant in
Marsalform.
Neptune‘s chef is very pleased as we order a large
platter with various fish, scampi, shellfish, fried vegetables, and potatoes. This can be recommended to
everybody who is visiting Gozo.

At this occasion Col. Hannes Hochmuth awards the
Platinum Maltese Cross to our Senator Wolfgang for
his excellent leadership, Ludwig and myself receive a
Maltese Cross pin for excellent comradeship. Would
have liked to stay longer but ferry boat won‘t wait. Still
heavy swell, so what? Our driver already expects us
and we race back to our hotel, reviewing the day at the
bar before sinking into our beds. No night life.
Day 4
Good weather, sunshine. First, we visit Mosta Rotunda church. In April 1942 four bombs were dropped
onto the ground during an air raid, one breaking
straight through the cupola, but neither of them exploded. No one of the people striving for shelter in the
church was hurt, rumour says 5000 souls were present. This event was considered divine intervention.
We are good boys and girls and hold in, donating a
large candle everyone.
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the 1980 live-action musical feature film Popeye. Today it is open to the public as an open-air museum and
family entertainment complex. The film had mixed reviews despite Robin Williams played in it. The set is
very nice, some animators tried to persuade us to play
a part in a short movie but all of us refused. Inspected
all the huts and houses, some folks disappeared in the
sailor‘s tavern. Big photo session with Hannes.

Medinais entered via a beautiful large main gate,
Mdina Gate. The gate was erected in 1724. Next to the
entry the Mdina Dungeons are located. In a former
dungeon, cruel torture scenarios are modelled. Not for
the faint of heart. Bad air, very uncomfortable, I urgently need some coffee. To the amusement of the
group Ludwig puts on some parts from a suit of armour, then all are ready to see Palazzo Felson. Thereafter we take a walk on the bastion, find some more
souvenirs and taste some liquor which is also purchased.

Next highlife event in the late afternoon: The Hard
Rock Cafe. Tried several drinks, enjoyed the happy
hour: pay for the first drink, get the second one for free.
Not really hungry, yet we had a snack. Then Wolfgang
suggests walking back to our hotel, it is only a 10-min
walk. I don‘t trust him, check back with Google Maps.
Lo and behold! Car 10 min, walk 35 min. Wolfgang
gets voted down, taxi. We happen to get a race driver
and are the first to arrive at the hotel although we take
the last taxi. 130 km/h in the city, the others arrive 10
minutes later. We let the day fade away at the outdoor
bar.
Day 5

Popeye Village with CSLI on Stage, also known as
Sweethaven Village, is a film set for the production of
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9 o‘clock, we walk down to the harbour in Sliema,
beautiful colourful old houses with wooden balconies
and oriels, tiny lovely shops, everything very charming.
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Harbour tour, we take the same boat as last year, past
the yacht harbour, the docks and shipyards, Malta
does have the second-largest shipyards in Europe,
where even oil rigs get serviced and repaired. Most
impressing sailing boats and motor yachts, in which I
would set sails immediately. Among others the “Black
Pearl,“ also a movie requisite. We pass large forts and
defence installations before returning to our starting
point. The tour took approx. 1 ½ hours.
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Now we visit Malta 5D, an adventure movie theatre.
We get headphones and glasses and see a most fascinating 25 minute presentation. The movie is in 5D,
which is 3D video with moving seats, water spray fog
and odours, so real you want to jump into it. The fascinating history of Malta gives an impression to the visitor from ancient times until our days.
Most impressed we leave the movie theatre and stroll
to the Upper Barrakka Garden, enjoying the harbour
view. Final pictures are taken, then the bus brings us
back to the airport. Check in, all in good time which
allows us to have plenty of time for coffee and cakes
before boarding and landing in Vienna on schedule.
Return the baby to her parents, all fine, she was a
good girl. Large good-bye as we will meet again in
Langenlois on May 18th.

My thanks to all participants for their comradeship, especially to Senator Wolfgang Steinhardt for planning,
organising, and leading the trip, which is no easy job.
Five stars this time.
June 2014
Flood disaster in Bosnia-Herzegovina
The Grand Priory of Germany, headed by his medical advisor, Dr. Ranko Pavlovic MLJ, has delivered medical supplies to hospitals in Doboj and
Šamac in cooperation with the Action-Group
"Kurpfalz" of the LAZARUS UNION Germany under the command of Lt.Col. CSLI Peter Michael
Neuen KLJ.

Our bright red fun bus in the meantime picked up our
luggage from the hotel and took us back to Valletta Old
Town.
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Both facilities were severely damaged by the flood disaster and were cut off from the outside world. There
were urgently needed drugs (in a large number of
painkillers, infusions, dressing material, medical
equipment etc.) delivered to the above-mentioned
hospitals.
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given up smoking, but still in need of caffeine), then
we leave for a 320km four hour drive. Short stop at an
island castle, pictures, trying on some helmets and
hats, much to the amusement of other visitors. Stopping for a bite to eat in a restaurant where by chance
the Kazakh ambassador celebrates her birthday, so a
thorough security check for the arriving party, yet very
discrete.

Dozens of people have already fallen victim to the
floods in the Balkans. When the floods go back, there
will be new dangers by landmines from the civil war in
the nineties. Several have already exploded! The areas around the cities of Doboj and Olovo, which are
now particularly affected by the floods, are still considered as very mined.
In Doboj the water is up to four meters high. For example, the Sava is extremely swollen after rainfall. After more than two days, rescue workers reached the
town of Samac.
Thursday, the 29th May to Sunday 1st June 2014
Lithuania May 29 to June 01, 2014
A travel report by Hans Rudolf Gries.
The small Lazarus Union delegation consisted of
president Senator Wolfgang Steinhardt, Dr. Oswin
Hochstöger, Algis Klimaitis, who already expected
us in situ, Monika Gries and myself.
Day 1, cloudy, some afternoon sun
As it would be a very cumbersome trip by car, some
1308km and about 16 hours of driving, so the plane
was the preferred means of transportation. Yet one
has to be quick with booking, the available number of
tickets is very limited, only Austrian offers a direct flight
which is fully booked and the plane crammed full. First
time booking via PC and web check in - very recommendable as one has no waiting time at the airport.
After an uneventful two-hour flight, we land in Vilnius.
Captain Giedrius Petruzis of the Klaipeda Naval
School, a driver with Mercedes microbus and Algis expect us joyfully.
A short city tour covering the old town of Vilnius with
the Gate of Dawn, some churches, Orthodox monasteries, one with three saints lying in state for centuries.
Beautiful and very impressive. A quick espresso (have
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A warm snack finally, delicious, looking a little bit like
Chinese spring rolls, and curd cheese cakes. Now
there is also time to taste Lithuanian beer, red wine
and vodka which is served in water jugs, everybody
has to try, really everybody. Learning our first words in
Lithuanian which we are going to need during the next
days, skanaus = enjoy your meal, isveikata = bless
you resp, cheers, from now on we needed that one
constantly. Consolidated and elated we continue our
journey and finally reach our Hotel “Panorama“ in Klaipeda. Short refreshing, dinner. Many different fish
dishes, discussing the program for the next days, all
very tired, no night life tour.
Day 2, a little cloudy, suddenly the sun breaks
through, nice and warm.
Today Algis introduces our new guide, parson
Romualdas from Klaipeda, who really knows all the
world and his brother and so manages to open many
doors for us. He of course is a CSLI member and the
official chaplain of the Lithuanian Lazarus organisation
LLK, Lietuvos Lozoriaus Korpusas.
Sight-seeing tour Klaipeda Memel, yet first a walk at
the sea, the sandy beaches of the Baltic Sea await us,
with an old Red Army guard tower reminding of the old
days. Back to the old town we see lovely wooden
houses in bright colours, old sailing boats, the harbour
with the impressing Old Mill Hotel and the old swingbridge.
Big faux pas by Oswin as he is wearing the wrong tie,
not possible to show up like this for a reception, so we
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head for the only shopping centre, find something fitting at the second try and so finally all‘s right with the
world and the dress code for our senator, he is also
bitching on my tie which is navy blue but rather dark,
refuse to also get a new one there. Bustle, as we visit
the national naval school where we are expected for
lunch and also need to be punctual. Here the future
navy crews are trained, cooks as well as technicians.
Concerning my humble self, the chef is the most important man aboard, for it is in his hands alone if the
crew feels well or not. We are not disappointed, simple
but very tasty food expects us, very palatable. After a
really opulent meal we get to see the school‘s details
with its various training and security facilities. We express our thanks to the head office and continue to the
Lithuanian naval port. Lieutenant commander G. (I do
not know if we are allowed to give his name so I will
just call him “G.“) awaits us, to our joy he speaks German and English and explains everything to us. Currently the navy has 7 ships and 700 deck hands
aboard.

To our great pleasure we are allowed aboard two
minesweepers which are due for service in the Persian
Gulf and the seas at Somalia‘s shores, as relief unit for
the German navy. The boats are currently being polished up and so we can even visit the bridge, the
mess, and the men‘s quarter. Actually, it is strictly forbidden to take pictures but a little something can always be done and so we get some great photographs.
We talk shop, much reminds me of former times, a
smell of diesel, oil, and sea. Something like this would
have been unthinkable in former times, a big thank you
to Algis and parson Romualdas. We say good-by and
take the ferry to the Courland Spit to visit a dolphinarium show.
Funny dolphins present what they have been taught,
a unique experience for kids, we like it as well. Quickly
back to the hotel, some time remains for dress code
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discussions, yet no beret seems to fit my head, freshening up for a joint dinner with LLK representatives.
This dinner is in the highest tower, in fact a skyscraper,
at the 22nd floor, offering a great panoramic view over
Klaipeda. Skanaus and isveikata come first as captain
Petruzis produced a glass bottle in violin form containing cognac, so obviously for the Austrian friends only.
This is followed by a bottle in the form of a cross, then
vodka, every time accompanied by a toast or a small
address, I return the favour with 2 bottles of white
wine. Taxis bring us all back to the hotel in good order,
our senator suggests a small after-dinner walk but all
know very well his “only a short 15 minute“ walks, suggestion rejected.
Day 3, sunshine, warm.
9 o‘clock departure to the Courland Spit, taking the
ferry to the national park, beautiful countryside, again
with those lovely small wooden houses. We are all in
uniform, wearing knight‘s coats, so making a big dent.
Some people even ask if they could take a picture together with us, nothing to be said against it, go ahead.
At the church in Juodkrante the navy big band already
is waiting for us.
Today is the day of days, the very ceremony and Holy
Mass in church, directed by a Roman Catholic and a
Protestant cleric together. New colours are consecrated. Awards to new and old members by CSLI Union Commander Sen. h.c. Steinhardt, who also gives
a small address in English. It shall be noted that the
following people honoured the ceremony with their
presence:
Commander-in-Chief of the Lithuanian Navy, Admiral
of the Fleet Kestutis Macijauskas
Lithuanian Border Troops Commanding Officer General Vainius Butinas
Mayor of the municipalities of the Curonian Spit
“Neringa“ Darius Jasaitis and several guests of honour, ambassadors, regional consul generals.
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Hopefully did not forget anybody but those names are
impossible to pronounce for my tongue. There is only
one thing I want to add, I speak neither Lithuanian nor
Polish but the way the Mass was conducted with this
wonderful chorus is unparalleled, both clerics involve
visitors and guests in such a way that I was deeply
impressed, also in my heart. If such persons would
also exist in Austria the churches would be full with
visitors.

Finally, we all stand at the church esplanade, extending congratulations, laughing, joking, now the famous
picture taking goes on, press and media representatives have arrived, everybody rejoices. At the same
time, a “Vespa“ motor scooter club has arrived and a
Volga classic car, living and smelling petrol.
As a surprise, the navy big band plays again and together we march to the harbour where we board the
excursion boat “Venus S“. A great buffet and cold
drinks are waiting for us. Finally, water, I think, when
parson Romualdas approaches me smilingly with a 3l
water jar, topped with lemon slices, fills a water glass
and hands it to me. I smell but only can get lemon
scent so I take a gulp, vodka again. I think he is tickled
pink at having me taken in once again. The mood
aboard is excellent, some people speak German,
some a little English.
A speciality being served is a smoked fish looking like
a flatfish which is eaten with fingers, excellent taste
and extremely large fishbones so there is no danger
of swallowing one, the smoked eel is also worth a bite
or two and Romualdas, again with water glass, explains that this has still been in the smokehouse at
11:30, so it is as fresh as it can be. The only drawback
is that as all this is eaten with fingers, one‘s hands do
terribly reek of fish.
All around is national park and integral nature reserve,
we get to see the shifting sand dunes and the lagoon,
the full beauty of the Baltic Sea. But good things never
last and after a good three hours we arrive back at our
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place of departure. With the micro bus, we drive towards the new project of the Lithuanian Lazarus Union. As there are no SOS Children‘s Villages in Lithuania like e.g. in Austria, children get assisted by private persons, the church, and a few other organisations. Here the region‘s mayor provided an estate with
an almost decayed building to the Lazarus Union and
parson Romualdas, in the middle of the national park,
a really lovely place, and with a lot of love and work a
small children‘s paradise could spring into life. Even I
was aghast, the pediment says erected in 1967, here
one would pull down the building immediately, but over
there they repair and reconstruct, I wish lots of luck
and money.
We continue our journey rather musingly, the mood
only lightens up after we reach the house of parson
Reverend Romualdas, a water jar, really water this
time, and small homemade food contribute to this
lightening up. He explains his goals and his commitment and how many children already have grown up
in his house. We spontaneously decide to help and
donate a little money, saying this comes straight from
the heart. He blesses us on the spot and my eyes almost get wet.
Promising a soon reunion, latest at the International
Lazarus Union Symposium in Vienna 2015, we return
to our hotel, deeply impressed. Change, packing,
small dinner, a final toast, we go to bed early.
Day 4, some sun, later cloudy, finally rain.
6 o‘clock reveille, 7:45 departure, another four-hour
drive to the airport. It looks as Klaipeda and Lithuania
are sad over our departure, as it rains, making it easier
for us to leave. Little traffic on the motorway and we
arrive at the airport in time, big farewell from Algis, we
thank him for all the trouble he and his people underwent for us.
My personal summary: Lithuania is a really nice country, dead straight motorways, very green, flat open
country, yet more of it, the highest hill top some 300m.
Lovely old and colourful wooden houses, very nice
and friendly people, when one says that one comes
from Vienna/Austria one gets the feeling they even get
yet more cordial. Many tower blocks from old times,
good food, lots of fish, and even more vodka toasts.
Interestingly my head or other body parts ached not a
single time.
It was a successful, wonderful, and eventful trip.
Award 5 stars.
Aciu (= thank you) Algis and isveikata (= cheers and
down)
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Saturday, the 31st Mai 2014
The foundation of Lithuania Lazarus Union
Saturday, 31st May 2014, the foundation ceremony
of the Lithuanian Lazarus Corps took place in the
Lithuanian town Juodkrantė (literally:BlackShore)
in the Curonian Spit. It is worth noting that the authorities allowed the founders to use the emphasising title “Lithuanian Lazarus Corps“, a naming
form only allowed when certain requirements are
satisfied regarding charitable national significance.
A CSLI delegation led by CSLI president Senator h.c.
Wolfgang Steinhardt reached the Lithuanian capital
Vilnius already on May 25th. The other delegation
members were Monika and Hans-Rudolf Gries and Dr.
Oswin Hochstöger. Together with LLK members a
short city tour was taken. Parts of the medieval old
town were visited, the cathedral with the burial chapel
of St. Kasimir next to the lower castle, the campus of
the old university, a Russian Orthodox monastery
church and the chapel of the Gate of Dawn with the
icon of the Lady of the Gate of the Dawn.
Late in the afternoon we took a tiny bus to Trakai to
the island castle of the Lithuanian Grand Dukes. After
a snack, we were taken to the port town Klaipėda,
some 400 km away. There our delegation settled in a
small but excellent family hotel.

On 31. May 2014, the actual founding ceremony took
place in the old fishermen‘s town Juodkrantė, which
developed into a respectable health resort during the
past decades.

Later that morning the celebrations commenced with
an open-air concert by the Lithuanian Navy Band, led
by Pranas Memenas in front of the only church of the
place, the Protestant church of St. Francis which is
jointly used by the Catholics.

On the next day, we took a city tour, topped off by a
visit to two Lithuanian Navy ships.
On the evening of 30. May a dinner took place in a
restaurant on top of a multi-story hotel, offering a terrific view over the pier and the Baltic Sea. Participants
were the CSLI delegation and several LLK staff officers led by the LLK president Giedrius Petruzis.
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The ceremony was embedded into a Holy Mass, led
by Navy and LLK Chaplain Romualdas Ramasauskas
together with the Protestant pastor of St. Francis, Jonas Liorancas.
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The new project of the Lithuania Lazarus Corps:
First the honorary LLK president, CSLI Brigadier Algis
Klimaitis presented the history and the goals of the
LLK to some 250 guests before asking the first group
of LLK officer candidates to give the officer‘s promise.
Then Chaplain Romualdas Ramasauskas blessed the
LLK flags.
After the service, which was accompanied by the
youth choir “Jaunyste“ from Kaunas, CSLI president
Wolfgang Steinhardt awarded the Grand Cross Special Level of the Union´s Lazarus Cross to the commander-in-chief of the Lithuanian Navy, Admiral of the
Fleet Kestutis Macijauskas, to the highest-ranking officer of the Lithuanian Border Troops, General Vainius
Butinas, and to the Mayor of the municipalities of the
Curonian Spit “Neringa“, Mr. Darius Jasaitis.

The municipality of the Curonian Spit has left an estate
with a decayed building to the LLK and its supporting
children‘s aid fund. This building the LLK wants to revive with the help of donations to provide a dignified
and healthy abode to the children and youths of the
children‘s aid fund. Currently the building‘s condition is
deplorable but this shall be changed in the future. You
too, dear reader of the CSLI web page can support this
project with a donation, as small as it may be. The Lazarus Union accepts donations for the LLK marked with
the keyword „“Lithuanian Children‘s Aid Fund“.

Sunday, the 27th April 2014
Car blessing of the FF Spillern
The ceremony came to an end with the Lithuanian anthem. The guests marched behind the playing band
some 200m to a pier where the ship Venus was
boarded to spend a few sociable hours on the lagoon.
On three decks there was plenty to eat and drink. The
youth choir “Jaunyste“ led by Danguole Beinoryte
sang lots of melodies and there was a very good mood
aboard.
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A Lazarus Union delegation participated in a ceremony of the Spillern Voluntary Fire brigade
The occasion was the blessing of the newly purchased personnel carrier. Also, the youth fire brigade celebrated its 30. anniversary. A service was
held, celebrated by parson KR Msgr. Franz Forsthuber, at the same time a celebration of St. Florian.
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Sponsors for the blessing of the vehicle were Mrs. Bettina and Mr. Georg Waldstein-Wartenberg. Fire Brigade Chief Adolf Huber welcomed the guests. He reported that it was necessary that a new personnel carrier had to be acquired as the old one did not get any
further operating approval. This purchase was also
supported by the county fire brigade union of Lower
Austria.

He also presented several symbolic gifts to the
Spillern Fire Brigade.
CSLI president Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt presented the LAZARUS UNION and mentioned the
friendly cooperation between our two organisations.
To help your neighbour is very much in the sense of
our “knightly ideals.“

The youth fire brigade of the voluntary fire brigade
Spillern was founded in 1984. As of today, it has 18
members, aged 10 to 16. As most of the new members
of the regular voluntary fire brigade are recruited from
these youngsters, youth work is considered extremely
important. 21 members of the active fire brigade team
are former youth fire brigade team members.
Among the various salutation speeches was also one
of the mayor and fire brigade chief of Kanice, a partner
voluntary fire brigade from the Czech Republic, near
Brno, founded in 1892.

Some comrades from the Spillern Fire Brigade publicly
received LAZARUS UNION awards for their support
during our last Air Day.
The fire brigade also promoted some of its members
to higher ranks, namely Ing. Mag Antony Andres and
Josef Kühner.
A morning pint accompanied by thy fire brigade music
corps from Enzersfeld finally completed the event

Ing. Vlado Kalivoda reported that in his community a
youth fire brigade team “officially“ exists since 14
years. But some 80 years old men tell that there already was a “youth fire brigade“ when they were young
guys. The youth fire brigade in the Czech Republic is
organised a little bit differently, more like the former
“pioneers“. They engage in many more different activities like wood camps or even rifle shooting.
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Saturday, the 7th June 2014

„UN-NGO Remembrance Cross“ - Bestowal of
Awards
On June 6th, 2014, the Lazarus Union president
awarded the new Grand Officer‘s Cross with Silver
Star of the UN-NGO Remembrance Cross to
CSLINC Cmdr. Anita König, and the Grand Cross
with Golden Star to CSLINC Vice Admiral Prof.
Hans König. Both were delighted of this surprise
and expressed their thanks affectionately to the
president of the Lazarus Union.
On 10th June 2014, the first president of the Viennese
country government, Prof. Harry Kopietz , presented
this high award to Wolfgang Steinhardt who was accompanied by his wife and some LAZARUS UNION
comrades.

In his laudation Prof. Kopietz appreciated the laying of
the groundwork and world-wide recognition of the
LAZARUS UNION in being awarded counselling status at the United Nations ECOSOC by the honoured.
He especially mentioned that the world-wide LAZARUS UNION has its headquarte.rs in Austria and as
such provides a valuable addition to the international
reputation of Austria.
Tuesday, the 10th June 2014
Tribute to the President Senator h.c. Wolfgang
Steinhardt by the Republic of Austria
The president of the Republic of Austria, Dr. Heinz
Fischer, awarded the “Decoration of Honour in Silver for Services to the Republic of Austria“ to the
president of the LAZARUS UNION Senator h.c.
Wolfgang Steinhardt.
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Over a glass of sparkling wine (Prof. Kopietz insisted
on filling the glasses himself) Prof. Kopietz was informed on the Air Days and further LAZARUS UNION
projects as well as the “3. International Hospitaller
Symposium 2015 in Vienna“. An official welcome of
the guests by the City of Vienna was contemplated.

The wife of our president got flowers and finally Prof.
Kopietz showed his personal “electro scooter“ in his
office. The hallways of the town hall of Vienna stretch
for miles and this scooter comes in really handy. Everybody was excited over this device.
With this human touch (something Prof. Kopietz is
known for) this moving and solemn yet especially
friendly ceremony took an end. After the usual picture
taking the president, his wife, comrades Monika Gries
and Hans Rudolf Gries, joyfully left the place and had
a little drink among friends.
Thursday, the 12th June 2014
Bestowal of Awards in Tenerife
Presentation of the Commander‘s Grand Cross of
the Lazarus Union and the UN-NGO Remembrance
Cross to SenCmdr CSLINC Ferdinand Graf, and
the Grand Cross of the Union‘s Lazarus Cross for
science, research and arts to the commander Vice
Admiral CSLI Prof. Hans König.

REPORTS
On June 12th, 2014, CSLI Islas Canarias commander
CSLINC Vice Admiral Prof. Hans König awarded during a small celebration the new Grand Officer‘s Cross
with Silver Star of the UN-NGO Remembrance Cross
to his adjutant CSLINC SenCmdr Ferdinand Graf, 65
m above the Atlantic Ocean sea level in Puerto de la
Cruz – Tenerife, as well as the Grand Commander
Lazarus Cross of the Union.
In return Prof. König received from his deputy on behalf of the chair of the Lazarus Union the Grand Cross
of the Union‘s Lazarus Cross for science, research
and arts nr. 001 in recognition of his cultural and literary merits.
During this ceremony CSLINC Anita König and guard
bugler CSLINC Lt Peggy Weise assisted and were
also responsible for taking pictures.

To mark the occasion, Ferdinand Graf served his famous favourite dish “sea bass in salt mantle,“ which
was greatly appreciated.
Friday, the 13th June 2014
Concert by the marching formation of the LAZARUS UNION Music Corps in Schönbrunn castle
On June 13th, 2014, a LAZARUS UNION Music
Corps concert was performed in the honour courtyard of Schönbrunn Palace. Directed by CSLI
BgdrGen Fritz Lentner a virtuous performance
was given with pieces of music having a high
grade of complexity. The concert was recorded on
video and will be available shortly for all our music
fans.
The second band playing alternately was the terrific
Musikverein Rudolfsheim. What a joy to listen to (and
to see) the enthusiasm and the ambition of the musicians. It is really true when they say that “… music
connects the world,“ as many tourists were eager to
take pictures showing them together with the musicians.
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We are eagerly looking forward to the next performances! Keep going on!.

Sunday, the 22nd June 2014
CHARITY CONCERT IN HAGENBRUNN
The Lazarus Union Music Corps’ second concert
was held at 5 pm on the 22th June 2014, in bright
pleasantly warm summer weather. It was a community charity concert at the invitation of the Hagenbrunn Band with whom our Union Bandmaster, Bgdr Gen CSLI Fritz Lentner, has worked for
many years.
Among the many great concerts that our Music Corps
has played, it could be said that this concert was probably the best of all. The bands came very close to be-
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ing a large symphonic wind orchestra and the selection and difficulty of the music, and its wonderful interpretation, inspired the audience of nearly 250 visitors.

The first part of this community concert, played brilliantly by our host band under their Bandmaster, Wolfgang Liebherr, helped establish a mood that became
better and better. The variety of their musical programme spanned marches, operettas, classical
pieces, modern compositions and a polka (“March of
the Medici”, “A Night in Venice”, “Hungarian Dance
No.6”, “Wings Of Freedom”, “The Cream Of Clapton”
and “Alois Polka”). At the end of this section, the longtime Chairman and Mayor, Michael Oberschil, was appointed Honorary Chairman of the Hagenbrunn Band.
Michael has belonged to the Band for well over 40
years, with over 30 years as its Chairman, and is still
an active musician with his clarinet. He accepted this
honour with obvious emotion and joy.
As a highlight before the break, the wind class of the
Hagenbrunn School of Music played with enthusiasm,
and to much audience applause, three pieces of music
(“Doodle All Day”, “Mein Dreydl” and “Skip To My
Lou”). Of course, the great applause demanded an encore! It cannot be stressed enough how important nurturing this young musical talent is for our bands and
also for the preservation of our great musical traditions. With commendable foresight, the municipality of
Hagenbrunn funds and encourages its own music
school. Little wonder, as the Vice Mayor is also an avid
musician in this Band!.
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At this point in the concert our Music Corps, directed
by Fritz Lentner and his deputy, Franz Lentner, introduced itself by sounding the “Pappenheim Fanfare”.
Our President, Wolfgang Steinhardt, acted as presenter and explained that the “Pappenheim March”
which was to follow this fanfare was the ‘Corps March’
of the Lazarus Union and is played at each event.

And now came the first surprise: after conducting a few
bars Franz was interrupted by Fritz and the Pappenheim March was ‘abandoned’. The reason? It was to
surprise the President of the Lazarus Union. A new
Lazarus Union March had been composed by Johann
Hausl and secretly rehearsed by the Music Corps to
be premiered at this concert. The march was dedicated to President Senator h.c Wolfgang Steinhardt
and, after this world premiere, the Music Corps presented him with the score. Visibly moved, he could
hardly continue his presentation. The surprise had certainly succeeded!

The march itself can be described as really ‘snappy’
and beautifully musical to listen to. It contains the
‘main musical elements of the Lazarus Union’, the
“Pappenheim March” and the “Kreuzritter Fanfare” as
key themes in skilfully composed variations. This
march is therefore now the OFFICIAL “Traditional
March of the Lazarus Union”.
The ambitious program continued with: “Tirol 1809, 2.
Satz-Kampf am Berg Isel“ by Sepp Tanzer, the “Nechledil-Marsch“ from the operetta “Wiener Frauen“, and

Reports 2014

REPORTS
the famous song by Robert Stolz‚ “Ob blond, ob braun,
ich liebe alle Frau´n“ sung by our excellent tenor, Michael Wagner.

“What A Wonderful World“ (soloist Jan Kolaja) introduced the second surprise of the concert.
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The melancholic “Unter die Haut Gehend”, written by
Michael Wagner, and the “Volga Lied” from the operetta “Der Zarewitsch“ by Franz Lehar were sung, and
then the very well-known melody “Exodus” from the
Paul Newman film lead on to “A Symphonic Portrait”.
This medley combines almost all the most famous
compositions from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s productions (Cats, Phantom of the Opera, Jesus Christ Superstar, Evita, Joseph, etc.). In 1992 Andrew Lloyd
Webber was knighted (with the title Sir) by Queen Elizabeth II and in 1997 made a Baron and Life Peer, thus
becoming a member of the British House of Lords.
As a final song Johan Rabl sang “I Am From Austria”
by Reinhard Fendrich (the ‘unofficial national anthem
of Austria’) as a symbolic indication that the Lazarus
Union is an Austrian organization that has also gained
International recognition.
As the applause was long and hard, both Bands
played together for two encores: the polka
“Rosamunde” and the traditional march “O Du Mein
Österreich“. Thus, ended this comradely get-together
and friendly afternoon of music. Big thanks go to The
Hagenbrunn Volunteer Fire Department who hosted
us with their facilities and infrastructure, and thanks
also to the volunteers who served the excellent food
and drink.
Saturday, the 28th June 2014
8. CSLI Air Day for Disabled

For the guests’ information, our President described
the Lazarus Union’s goals and activities. He then presented Mayor Michael Oberschil with the Officer’s insignia of The Lazarus Cross for Science, Research
and Arts as a visible commendation for his activities.
The presentation of this VERY rarely awarded honour
was followed by a prolonged ovation.
Maria Stoeckl was then awarded the President of the
Lazarus Union Officer’s Cross of Honour (certificate
No. 001) as a personal thank you from the President
for all her activities ‘behind the scenes’ for the Music
Corps.
“Grüß Mir Mein Wien” from the operetta “Gräfin Mariza” by Emmerich Kalman sung by Michael Wagner
again introduced a special feature.
A truly virtuoso music piece for trombone and tenor
horn, “Für Meine Freunde” with orchestral accompaniment by Ernst Hutter, was a third amazing surprise for
the audience. Played by Barbara Zisser (tenor horn)
and Conductor Fritz Lentner (trombone), Fritz showed
that he is not only a great conductor but also an extraordinary musician.

Reports 2014

As the LAZARUS UNION-CSLI had this year to do
without an own air day because of hardly satisfiable requirements from the Austrian aviation authorities, the 8. air day was held within the scope
of the 65. anniversary of the aviation club Stockerau. The LAZARUS UNION managed the handling
for the guest flights for the handicapped aid
Korneuburg, presented itself with a beautiful (new)
info stand, and with our Union doctor Dr. Gabriel
Halat provided for a medical aid centre.
Saturday, before 9 o‘clock, the first members led by
our president Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt arrived at Stockerau airfield to set up the LAZARUS UNION info stand. Let me start by giving a big thank you
to all our sponsors, especially the companies K&S
Dacherrichtungs
GesmbH
and
MATZNER
Dachdecker GMBH, as well as all those others who
supported us at this event.
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Air Corps (ALAC) to support the helicopter. Helicopter
pilot was Klaus Weber.

At the info stand all interested persons got competent
advice and info material on the activities of the LAZARUS UNION, also a small flea market was set up with
“historic“ badges and insignia, taken care of by our
comrade CSLI Maj. Günter Eichinger. Also, the newest badges in the style of the new “UN-NGO Remembrance Cross“ could be obtained.

In total there were 25 flights, “lifting off“ more than 70
handicapped passengers. Everybody had great fun
and many wanted to have a second flight on the spot.
Here fortunately the Stockerau flying club (FSV 2000)
jumped in, offering more pleasure flights.

Although no “full air day,“ we were able to operate one
helicopter (B206) and four airplanes Cessna C172.
One plane was supported by the Fliegergruppe Wien,
another one by the Austrian Army flying club, operated
by Col Dr. Christoph Auner. Two planes were supported by the FSV 2000. Like in former years we could
rely on AERIAL Helicopter and the AERIAL Lazarus
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For keeping up the ground operations we were able to
count on more than 50 helping hands from the CSLI
and CSLA, some of them had a 600 km journey to
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come over. Thanks to all comrades! We were able to
also invite the retired Member of the Austrian Parliament, Mrs. Dr. Helene Partik-Pablé, with her handicapped daughter and her nephew to a helicopter flight.
Thanks to our very experienced pilots (after 7 successful air days) all flights with handicapped people
could be operated without any problems and especially without any accidents.

All over the day there were most impressive aerobatics shows with motor and sailing planes. Bedside the
“real“ planes there also was an interesting and very
attractive model plane show with even a successful
world record flight which will make it into the “Guinness
Book of Records“.
For the physical well-being of the guests the LAZARUS UNION and the veteran association provided
free coffee and cakes. The cakes were supported by
the bakery BALZ from Korneuburg. Also, here a fullhearted thank you.
In the afternoon, our president awarded two new
ground crew members their new “silver wings,“ CSLI
1st Lt. Ernestine Lentner and CSLI Col. Franz Lentner
(the deputy band master of the LAZARUS UNION music corps), after they successfully completed the CSLI
ground crew training course. Some comrades from the
Hoch- und Deutschmeister from Mannheim (Baden)
were also surprised with awards.
Summit of this day was the 65th anniversary celebration of the FSV 2000, starting sharp at 19:00. On the
occasion of this celebration the LAZARUS UNION
awarded the president and honorary member of the
FSV 2000, mayor retd. Toni Pfeiffer, the “Lazarus
Cross of the Union Special Level“ in substitution for all
FSV 2000 members. During his laudation, our president mentioned the merits of the FSV 2000 over the
years regarding handicapped people, making the FSV
2000 something very special, hard to find nowadays.
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This ceremonial act was attended by representatives
from the county govmt. of Lower Austria, from the city
of Stockerau, from the Austrian Army (Bgdr Mag.
Striedinger, military commander Lower Austria) and
many guests from the surrounding communities.
After darkness, the model plane pilots impressed with
a show with planes lit up by many lights before big fireworks brought the day to an end.
Sunday the LAZARUS UNION continued to man its
info stand and insignia flea market. This day again was
full of impressive air shows – real and model planes
alike.
Before the info stand had to be shut down because of
an approaching thunderstorm president Steinhardt
was able to present a special award.

CSLI Major Klaus Weber, former student pilot of our
president and just returned from an Iraq mission was
promoted to CSLI LtCol. and awarded the Lazarus Union Commander‘s Cross. As a special thank you the
president handed LtCol. Weber over his personal and
the only existing golden pilot wing with old inlay as a
special dedication and thank you. Klaus Weber was
the one who had the idea to hold these air days eight
years ago. It was an emotional summit in the long tradition of the CSLI air days.
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Also on this day union doctor Gabriel Halat had nothing to do, something everybody was very glad of, and
so the day ended with everybody being most pleased.
Again, it was a good and successful event in the history of the LAZARUS UNION!!
July 2014
CSLI-Italy
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all forms of violence against women and girls in all
parts of the world.
The global vision of the UNiTE campaign is a world
free of violence against women and girls. The United
Nations Secretary-General's UNiTE campaign calls on
all governments, to assist the United Nations in addressing this global problem. The CSLI Italy is partner
of this campaign and organizes together with other associations, activities, exhibitions, seminars, etc. to
help achieve the overall goal.

“GIRL UP” is a project of the United Nations Foundation, which aims to create a world where all
girls, no matter where they live, have the opportunity to be trained and to be sure and to be put to
the next Generation of executives.
Today more than 600 million young girls live in developing countries. These girls are open-minded, talented and full of dreams, but often unable to reach
their full potential. Many of them are struggling to go
to school, to see a doctor or to be involved in their
communities.
This has serious consequences: low enrolment at
school, a high rate of child marriage and too many girls
who are confronted with health risks caused by pregnancy and premature babies.

Girl up believes that all girls are part of the solution.
We know that girls give, girls that communicate and
girls engage. This generation of girls cares about
global issues and is concerned about the challenges
faced by other girls around the world.
CSLI Italy has founded an association and hopes to
establish further associations of this kind in the near
future. The CSLI Italy supports these associations in a
logistic and organisational way.
The UNITE - Violence against Women Campaign
launched in 2008 by the UN Secretary-General aims
to increase public interest and political pressure to end
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Information Week of the Brain (BAW) is a widespread
campaign to increase the public interest for progress
and use of brain research. Every year in the March,
the BAW presents the progress of global partner organizations in brain research on people of all ages.
Activities include open days at neurosciences labs;
Exhibitions about the brain; Lectures on brain-related
topics; Joint media performances; Exhibitions in libraries and community centres; Workshops of working
groups; and much more.
CSLI Italy has become a partner for the realization of
some meetings and conferences. Thanks to cooperation with reflexology and natural healing centres, the
following events took place:
o On the 10th of March in Naples at the State Educational Institute "Pagano"
o On 13th March in Naples diomed health centre
o On March 11th in Rome at the LIDU headquarters
The CSLI Italy and LIDU work together to improve the
dialogue between the Mediterranean countries and
the people of all nations in the areas of culture and
religion. In addition, we work together in other local
projects and in the defence of human rights.
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In close partnership with the Lions Club Dharan East,
CSLI Italy is developing a children's home for street
children in this area to provide protection and security
to needy children and youthful victims of violent acts.
The Commander of the CSLI Italy, Professor Virgilli,
was appointed a member of the International Advisory
Board for this project.
Together with the Italian Institute for the Treatment of
Victims of Violence, CSLI Italy plans to organize seminars on "posttraumatic stress disorders".

Then there was a carriage to the museum. After we
had seen the open play “1864” the picnic was finished.

July 2014
LtCol CSLI Helle Christensson (Denmark)
Saturday, the 26th July 2014
1st CSLA Disabled Fire Brigade Day in Großweikersdorf - a fire test?

Every year it had been my pleasure to send old poor
people on vacation in the country. Usual when you retried from work you get a little pension. If you don’t
have made you own personal pension or get some
from your work, its not very much money, you will get
every month from the state.
Usual I work together with the deacons. They own a
little castle in the little village Ruds-Vedby. Unfortunately, could this not work out this year, because they
had closed the castle. They couldn’t get the economy
to run around.
I had to think different. In the end I started to work together with a high school. High schools in Denmark
are not the same as in other countries. It’s not an ordinary school. Here you can get courses in painting and
history e.g. I got places in two courses for free. Many
people got happy.
July 2014
CSLI Denmark: LtCol CSLI Helle Christensson
(Denmark)
In the summertime, I arranged a picnic to Frilandsmuseet, which is an open-air museum. It started with fine
food in a restaurant in a city close to the museum.
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After the change of the CSLA board, the question
arose: "What activities are we going to do this
year?" Our Vice President, Werner Winkelhofer,
being active firefighter in Großweikersdorf, had
the inspiring idea of organizing a fire brigade’s day
for the disabled, together with the voluntary fire
brigade Großweikersdorf. He established the contacts, thought about the program, and soon had a
ready-made concept.

We were expecting the 26th July with great tension. At
9 o'clock our president held an extraordinary general
meeting in front of the assembled members. Among
other things, our new members, Mr. Christopher
Vlasic, Gen. Dir. Ludwig Brunner, Thomas Fichtl,
Messrs. Eduard and Sascha Valenta were welcomed
with our youngest member, Lukas Valenta. Afterwards, the exact program was discussed. Then it already started.
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Then we helped the handicapped to enter the fire brigade-vehicles and we drove towards the building yard,
where the first activities took place.
There was a great “hello”. Everyone wanted to ride in
the big fire brigade-car. The enthusiasm was already
huge now. The wheelchair users were lifted into the
cars, all the other guests got into on their own. Soon
everyone was in the fire trucks, waved a goodbye
again, and the short trip could go

Werner Winkelhofer explains the daily process. The members listen intently.

At half-past ten all things started. The buses with the
disabled from Klosterneuburg and Horn arrived. From
the gestures and utterances, it was not hard to see that
they were just as excited as we were. To our great joy
not only the caretakers of the disabled persons, but
also some parents of the handicapped showed up.

Before it was really going on we had time to make a group photo
as a reminder.

CSLA in full adjustment, with the new members. Still a photo with
all before it finally starts.

Immediately after the photo session, our visitors were
most cordially welcomed by our President Dr.
Hochstöger, the fire brigade commander Mr. HBI
Mihle and the organizer's vice-president Winkelhofer
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At the construction yard, we were impressively
demonstrated what happens when you extinguish
burning fat with water. That this is dangerous was
soon clear to everyone. But what to use instead? The
answer gave us foam and powder extinguishers,
which the handicapped themselves could try. Everyone could choose the type of fire extinguisher and a
fire, which was repeatedly ignited. The guests were so
well cared for that no one had to worry that something
could happen.

First one of us pumps and then Sarah, and now aim well.

That water can have great power was then tried with
the water splash. The mighty stream of water overturned a bucket. For this it was necessary to aim very
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exactly, because the bucket was very small. Everybody was allowed to try in the target splash and everyone received from the surrounding people much applause. The enthusiasm could also be seen in the severely handicapped, expressing their joy through facial
expressions, gestures or loud shouting. The water
stream was high and wide.
Afterwards, when everyone had activated the water
jumper, our guests helped with the rolling up and stowing of the hose in the fire engine. Now everybody had
to sit up again and it went back to the fire station. Everyone was hungry and thirsty, for it was already noon
And the sun was shining too.
In the fire station, everything had already been prepared and everyone was allowed to get sausages and
drinks. There was also coffee and cakes for dessert.
What we all had not considered was that some of our
guests first of all discovered the water-spray and
wanted to try it also at the same time. Now there was
the next surprise for us. Actually, we had planned that
one of us pumped and the guests splash with water on
a goal until a siren howls. When the young men from
the group of our guests saw this, they wanted to pump
themselves and we were so committed only to refill the
water. The fun factor was so great that some even forgot about the food and the caretakers had to remind
them. Now first get the food quickly and then ... comfortably simmer the sausage

had to continue. We had still to go to Altenwörth, because there the next surprise was waiting for us. Evelyne, Erwin, Michaela Matzka and Christopher Vlasic
packed all the drinks, took them in the car, and later
provided the thirsty boat drivers
So, we drove to the Danube, where the fire-brigade
boat was ready for us. The voluntary fire brigade of
Altenwörth provided a boat with crew for a short excursion. Here, too, all the handicapped were able to ride,
because our men raised or led them on the boats and
put on the lifejackets. When the trip was over, they all
gathered to a little farewell.
We actually thought that WE had given the disabled a
nice day, but we were taught a better. In gratitude for
this beautiful day, we were greeted by our guests with
self-made barbecue lamps, and our President and our
Vice-President also received beautiful drawings from
the disabled. Lisa even pressed and embraced the
gentlemen, to show her gratitude.

In the meantime, the volunteer fire brigade also provided us with a crane that could be climbed by anyone
who had no fear of the altitude. Everyone, including
our wheelchair users, took part. They were simply
lifted into the basket of the crane and off they went.
The wheelchair users were also able to go up. Manfred
did not trust himself at first, but beside his girlfriend
Irmi he felt safe. Strong men make it possible. Love
transposes mountains.
Even if some were still splashing, wanting to drive with
the crane or simply were tired already: no chance, we

Conclusion: It was a successful day for the donors and
the recipient. In the end, it was not sure who was the
recipient. We had more than achieved our goal of giving a nice day. In the course of the day, we received
feedback from the carers and the relatives, saying that
they found it great that such a day was organized, that
all felt comfortable, that it was also a relaxed day for
the relatives and that the disabled as well as themselves felt tired after these many impressions, but very
happy as well.
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Our thanks also go to the many sponsors, without
which this day would not have been possible, because
helpers also need helpers.
July 2014
CSLI-UK and Ireland
Since its foundation in May 2011, the CSLI has
continued to expand its structure and membership
in Great Britain and Ireland (GB & I).
The number of members now stands at 23. Formal
meetings take place every six months. These are held
with the Union Jack Club in London, an association for
active and inactive members of the British armed
forces.
The three main areas of activity of the CSLI UK and
Ireland are:
1. Search and rescue (SAR): In the north of England, our main activity is the search and rescue
of missing people in the highlands, while in the
south our activity is in the field of rescue in the
lowlands. The main difference is that people who
are missing in the mountain regions are usually
there on purpose, but have an accident or underestimate the extreme weather conditions. People
who need "SAR" in the lowlands are often
missed for other reasons such as mental health
problems, depression, dementia, or other psychological problems.
2. Automatic External Defibrillation (AED): A growing number of AED devices are available in both
public and private buildings. Although there are
usage instructions for this, many people simply
cannot use them, because they do not trust or
fear to cause further damage.
A number of CSLI members have participated in
a certified training in the application of AED devices. This training and certification is renewable
annually.
3. Psychological shock treatment in emergency
(MFHA): The CSLI focuses on this very useful
and transferable knowledge in connection with
rescue operations in the mountain or flatlands. It
helps our members in case of emergency to determine whether psychological shock treatment
is necessary in the course of further treatment
and how to proceed if missing persons are found
again.
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A recent proposal would be the development of
an MHFA program specifically for the CSLI. One
of our members, who has great experience in the
field, is currently studying the applications of existing training providers in the field.
Saturday, the 6th September 2014
10th Investiture of the LAZARUS UNION
On Sept. 6th, 2014, the ceremonial investiture of the
LAZARUS UNION Knighthood of Honour took
place at Kreuzenstein Castle, which finally has become the official seat of the LAZARUS UNION and
its Knighthood of Honour. The owner and lord of
the castle – Hans-Christian Count Wilczek – has
on June 21st, 2013, given his approval that Castle
Kreuzenstein may be named as “official titular
seat“ of the LAZARUS UNION and its Knighthood
of Honour.
The investiture ceremony, which was held for the 10.
time, has almost become routine for many knights of
honour. But this time it was a very special and dignified
event for us and the many guests. The tremendous
background scene of the inner bailey provided for a
festive and ritualistic ambience, illuminated by more
than 40 spotlights (with their own choreography).
Until the last minute we feared for the weather, which
was even more important this time as today‘s event
was considered the final test for next year when the
LAZARUS UNION organises the 3rd INTERNATIONAL
HOSPITALLER SYMPOSIUM Sept. 3. to 6. 2015.
Planned are a symposium, a summer ball, and also a
ceremonial investiture at Kreuzenstein Castle.
The event commenced in the early afternoon with a
large framework programme. Among other events a
castle tour was offered, which took the guests on an
exciting trip through the centuries as well as a visit to
the birds of prey Show.
Falconry is between 3000 and 4000 years old and was
developed in the Asian steppes. Besides laying out
traps like snares, hunting with birds of prey was the
only chance to provide meat for food. Therefore, falconry is the oldest hunting technique of the world and
has been declared an immaterial cultural heritage by
UNESCO.
A “knight’s banquet“ sustained our guests, yet it had
to remain uncertain if medieval knights already had
pretzels to go with their lentil stew.
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The planned champagne reception was replaced by a
wine tasting, organised by Fichtenbauer-Mold Winery
from Langenlois.
The preparations for the ceremony commence. Guard
of Honour commander CSLI LtCol Gregor Holubek organises for the colours to take their place at the inner
bailey. A really impressive picture – 36 flags and banners provided for an impressive background view.
Our special thanks once again go to the “knights“ from
Prima Nocte, Milites Sancti Imperii and Armani
Domini. They acted as our standard bearers, with their
historical clothing building a bridge to the beginning of
the former Lazarus order.

Chronicle of the Lazarus Union from 2007 to 2017
Our experienced protocol officer, LtCol. ret. Rudolf
Murth, leads through the evening, this time in CSLI
uniform. CSLI 1.Lt. Andreas Menhart and his team
take care of the sound and light effects.
Our president and Grand Master Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt welcomed the guests. As during
many previous investiture ceremonies we were able to
welcome representatives from various friend organisations, the Radetzky Order, the Order of St. Michael,
the Radetzky Hussars, Spillern voluntary fire brigade,
the comradeship organisations, the Hospitaller Order
of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem as well as many guests,
friends and relatives of our postulants, and Knights of
Honour and CSLI members.

The crusader‘s fanfare led over to the presentation of
the banners. Every Knight of Honour is entitled to his
own coat of arms and also to present this coat of arms
on a banner at official Events.

The ceremonial marching in of the postulants and the
knights of honour mark the start of the ceremony. The
CSLI fanfare and a march are Sound.

The Grand Master after calling the name handed the
banner over to the knight being honoured with the banner.
Banners were presented to Dame Monika Gries and
to Chev. Hans Rudolf Gries. In remembrance of this
day friendship bands were presented to all the banner
delegations. In total 36 banners, standards, and flags
were present.
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Parson Markus Ferenc from Leobendorf blessed the
insignias, after giving an excuse for being late which
amused the audience: “I am in Leobersdorf since five
days only … I have seen the castle from afar, but could
not find the correct road … Then I stood in front of the
castle gates, listening to all the music, but the gates
were closed.“

It is tradition in the course of all investitures that the
Lazarus Union officer‘s promise is renewed by all officers present. “I promise on my honour …“ Chev.
Wolfgang Leitner, member of the chapter and chair of
the honorary council directed the ceremony.
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During his speech, the Grand Master especially addressed the Lazarus Union mission statement (our basics – tolerance, humbleness, mercy, and brotherly
love), giving a short summary of the history of the organisation, having more than 17,000 members in over
75 countries worldwide on all continents. We also are
especially proud having received “Special Consultative Status“ with the United Nations (ECOSOC), which
goes far beyond our former roster status. Our delegates have already participated in several events in
the Vienna International Centre and in New York.
Most guests also for the first time were able to listen
to the “Lazarus Union March“, composed by Johannes
Hausl who also directed the performance and afterwards presented the score to our president, to whom
the march is also dedicated. With this act the LAZARUS UNION not only has its own march but in total
three relevant pieces of music: the Pappenheim
March, the crusader‘s fanfare, and the Lazarus Union
March. As a thank you the composer was awarded the
special grade of the Union‘s Lazarus Cross for science, research and arts, a distinction which will be
awarded only one singe time!
The investiture of the new knights of honour provided
for the climax of the ceremony. The protocol officer
called all candidates by their name and the Grand
Master asked the already famous questions: “I ask you
therefore, before the assembled congregation: Do you
of your own free will as … … .. (here the rank and position to which the candidate is to be commissioned is
used) want to belong to our community and accept our
mission?“ and “Are you aware what it means to be a
member of this community?.

This was followed by remembering all those comrades
who had already been called to the Great Army and
for all those who had died in the course of support missions. This remembrance is celebrated especially dignified and ceremonially as can be seen in the Video.
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After answering with “I want it with all my heart!” and
“Yes, I am!” the candidates receive the insignia of their
new dignity: the sword from Grand Marshal Chev.
Ewald Angetter, the mantle from Grand Knight and
member of the board Col. ret. Adolf H. Neidhart, and
the insignia of the LAZARUS UNION Knighthood of
Honour from our Colane Knight Hans-Christian Count
Wilczek.“
After the symbolic accolade by Lazarus Union president and Grandmaster of the Knighthood of Honour,
Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt, the new Knight of
Honour is welcomed into the society with the triple kiss
of brotherhood. After this the new Knight faces the audience while the Grand Master presents the new
knight with the words:
“Dear attendees, friends, comrades: here is our new
Knight of Honour, we applaud him.”

Chronicle of the Lazarus Union from 2007 to 2017

Appointed Dame of Honour resp. Knight of Honour
were: Edith Lentner, Ernestine Lentner, Fritz Lentner,
Giedrius Petruzis, Prof. Dr. Josef Michael Schramm,
Klaus Weber, Ludwig Brunner, Romualdas Ramasauskas, Rudolf Murth, and Sascha Valenta.

Promotions are also a regular topic during our investitures: appointed Knight Commander were: Chev. Hannes Hochmuth, Chev. Hans-Rudolf Gries, Chev. Dr.
Oswin Hochstöger, and Chev. Werner Winkelhofer.
Appointed Grand Commander were: Chev. Algis
Klimaitis, Chev. Dipl.-Ing. Herbert Paulis, and Chev.
Josef-Maria Gebel.

After the applause, the CSLI Fanfare and the Colours
honour the new knight. This ceremony is then conducted for every single knight and dame of honour as
it is a very special ceremony and shall be remembered
with pleasure.

Also, some awards were presented by the Lazarus
Union, this time to: Andreas Antony, Josef Kührer, Alexander Mattauschig, Ferdinand Mayer, Adolf Huber,
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Christoph Koidl, Josef Girlinger, Markus Preishuber,
Wolfgang Vierlinger, Herbert Brandstetter, Prof. Dr.
Josef Schramm, Johann Hausl, and Franz Lentner.

As a final surprise Manuela Murth presented the “Fare
Well Song“ in a wonderful and emotional performance.
All guests remained seated afterwards, nobody
wanted to leave after this incredible song!
Our big and cordial thanks to all comrades who participated in making this event possible!!
Sunday, the 7th September 2014
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At 09:00 the Solemn Mass began, with a musical accompaniment by The Lazarus Union Band. The Delegation’s Standards were blessed at the end of the
Mass and at the same time were presented with Jubilee Standard bannerettes.

The march out of the participants, with the Standards
and the Band, to the war memorial in front of the
church was most impressive. Here a wreath-laying
ceremony was held followed by a salute from Infantry
Regiment No. 49.

140 Years ÖKB Baden
Invitation to the Anniversary Celebration for 140
years of the Austrian Comradeship Federation of
Baden/Lower Austria.

A delegation of the Lazarus Union consisting of: Helene Kneidlinger, Monika Gries, Rudolf Murth,
Ewald Angetter, Christopher Ptak and Peter Jung, with
new assistants Senator Wolfgang Steinhardt and
Hans-R. Gries, attended this unique ceremony.
The celebration had begun at 08:15 with the arrival of
the participants and issuing of the festival insignia in
gold – an FM Archduke Albrecht commemorative
medal.
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Then, with accompanying march music, all processed
to City Hall for a ceremony in the historical meeting
room. The chairman, Obstdint D a.D. Dr. Heinz
Gerger, after some words of greeting to his special
guests, made a speech and presented a Festival Anniversary certificate.
Then we marched to the Parish Square, again with accompanying march music, to the amazement of locals
and some Asian visitors alike who took many photos.
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Saturday, the 13th September 2014
CSLI at the Order of St Joachim Investiture in London
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London. With its prominent position near the Thames,
it became a Trinity House seamark on all navigation
charts for this part of the river and is permitted to fly
the White Ensign, the exclusive Ensign of the Royal
Navy.

On Saturday 13th September 2014, The Equestrian, Secular and Chapterial Order of Saint Joachim, United Kingdom Commandery ‘Edward the
Confessor’, held its annual Investiture Ceremony
at St Anne’s Church, Limehouse. Five members of
the Corps St Lazarus International were present at
the ceremony.
Commander of The United Kingdom Commandery,
and also Colonel (CSLI), Simon McIlwaine lead proceedings, ably supported by the Commander of the
Canadian Commandery, David Douglas, a Major-General (CSLI). Andy Smith, the United Kingdom Commandery Deputy Commander and a Major (CSLI) and
David Johnstone, a Knight in the Order and Colonel
(CSLI) were also present and, attending as a guest of
the Order, Mike Boxall, Major (CSLI).

Vice Admiral Lord Horatio Nelson is arguably the most
celebrated and recognized member of The Order of
Saint Joachim, having been conferred the rank and title of Knight Grand Commander of the Order in recognition of his victory over Napoleon’s troops at the Battle of the Nile. It’s little wonder that the UK Commandery maintains a strong maritime connection.
Proceedings at this Investiture began with the entry of
an Honour Guard formed of Sea Cadets from the Newham Cornwell VC Sea Cadet Unit under the command
of Sub Lieutenant Adam Mendrys. The Officers and
Knights of the Order then processed through the guard
to take their places in the Chapter Hall.
The Rev. Gordon Warren, Honorary Chaplain to the
Royal Navy, welcomed us to St Anne’s with some fascinating facts about the church. Built between 1714
and1727, St Anne’s has the highest church clock in
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After the formal opening of the Investiture and blessings, the Commander of The United Kingdom Commandery admitted one Postulant (Knight Expectant) to
the Order, raised four Knights Expectant to the rank of
Knight, installed one Knight and raised one Knight to
the rank of Knight Commander.
Investing a new Knight in the Order is a six-stage process. The new Knight takes an Oath to the Order,
kneels for the sword strokes of knighthood, has his
heels tapped symbolically with a spur, receives white
gloves symbolic of a Knight’s clear conscience. Then
the Commander raises the new Knight to his feet and
presents him with the Order’s Neck Cross and Certificate.
After all the Knighthoods had been conferred, the Convocation concluded with a blessing and the Order’s
traditional words of closing: “Love and Peace be with
us!” All then processed out and gathered for group
photos on the church steps.
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A short walk through Limehouse brought us to The
Narrow, a Gordon Ramsey restaurant with panoramic
views of the river Thames. After Loyal and Order
toasts, taken sitting down In Royal Naval tradition, the
three-course meal and wines were greatly enjoyed.
Speeches and the presentation of a donation to the
Newham Cornwell VC Sea Cadet Unit followed before
we all again assembled for another short walk to the
Museum of London Docklands.
After a brief stay that wetted the appetite to re-visit this
fascinating museum we all boarded a Thames Clipper
for the journey up-river to Tower Bridge. The highspeed catamaran made short work of the journey,
bringing us to The Tower of London to view the major
artistic installation entitled ‘Blood Swept Lands and
Seas of Red’. This has filled the Tower’s famous dry
moat with over 800,000 ceramic poppies to create a
powerful visual commemoration for the First World
War Centenary.
A visit to St Katherine’s Dock, to board one of the Little
Ships that went to the aid of the British Expeditionary
Force during Operation Dynamo (the evacuation of
Dunkirk) in 1940, brought to an end a special day of
maritime-related events.

As a first-time attendee at an Equestrian, Secular and
Chapterial Order of Saint Joachim annual Investiture,
I found the Investiture and programme of events inspiring. With so many fellow-CSLI members also
members in The Order of St Joachim, the warm welcome I received reflected the closeness of our two organisations.
Friday, the 26th September 2014
High visit to the KiEZ Frauensee ...
The SOF-CSLI has set itself the task of supporting
this facility. Every year, for example, the "International Workcamp" takes place, in which young
people from all over the world get together to work
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together on various projects and to exchange
ideas and experiences.
The idea of the international connection and the
friendly harmony, which is lived in this "International
Workcamp", is ultimately reflected by the great work
and the employment of the Camp leaders Peggy
Thierbach and Isabel Bodmann. Strong friendships
arise here, are strengthened and continue after the
camp. Mutual visits abroad are coming not too short.
The SOF-CSLI supports the workcamp every year
with a small financial donation. In this way, the participants have more room to learn about Berlin and its
surroundings. However, not only the "International
Workcamp" is supported by the SOF-CSLI.

In the future, plans are being drawn up on how we can
work more intensively with the KiEZ. Institutions like
these, who are trying every day to give children as well
as young people in educational projects certain values, need strong partners. The KiEZ itself, with the
help of the state fire brigades, managed to erect a
"Floriansdorf" on the site. Thus, since the opening in
October 2014, the subject of fire protection in the "Children’s Fire Station", the House of Dangers and the
Fire Academy has become a truly "fiery" experience.
An accident prevention centre! This is the promising
concept, which is soon to become truth. Not only fire
brigades, but also other emergency and rescue workers should be able to present themselves here in a
timely manner in order to be able to convey their
knowledge in a pedagogic and preventive way. Strong
partners are welcome at any time. In this way, the
SOF-CSLI has been able to bring in two dedicated
people, who are already familiar to most of us. For a
long time, there has been a very good contact to Austria with Her and His Royal Highness Hertha Margarete and Sandor Habsburg Lorraine, who lead the
association "flame of peace". The "flame of peace" is
a non-profit and religion-independent association for
the promotion and recognition of peace-building
measures and persons who are engaged in peace in

Reports 2014

REPORTS
the world. It serves the expansion of the information
network and the exchange for conflict resolution and
peace-inspiring ideas.

Due to the fact that the KiEZ Frauensee as well as the
KiEZ Hölzerner See (both institutions are a joint association) have been implementing on a daily base the
ideas of values and peace-making for many years
now, this steady commitment and the valuable work
has been distinguished. On the 29th of September, the
Imperial and Royal Highnesses Hertha Margarethe
and Sandor Habsburg-Lorraine had been awarded the
"Monument to the Flame of Peace", the first monument of this kind in the whole of Germany, for the children's and youth centre. Their Imperial Royal Highnesses and the SOF-CSLI (who have made the proposal for this award) therefore want to set a sign. The
"Flame of Peace" and the "Flame Sword of the SOF"
are to blaze together in the KiEZ Frauensee (Floriansdorf) and foster and promote the ideals of a peaceful
world. Now begins the work that we started ... "We for
others and not one alone"! The following is a small picture of the collaboration and the unveiling of the monument. On this eventful day, participants from the "International Workcamp" were also present. Likewise,
our friends and SOF-CSLI members of the Sanitary
school Köthen, with whom we signed a cooperation
agreement, representatives from politics, tourism and
sponsors as well as some SOF-CSLI members, who
have been specially invited for this event. Thanks
again at this point! The board of the establishment as
well as Bernd Höhle and Danny Koch were awarded
the "Peace Medal of the Flame of Peace". The participants of the "International Workcamp" were also honoured with a certificate and a pin.
Saturday, the 27th September 2014
General Assembly and Investiture St. Michael Order 2014
On 27th September, the Order of Knights of St. Michael celebrated the Feast of St. Michael in the an-
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cient fortified church of St. Michael at Weissenkirchen. (First mentioned in documents in the year
987, this was formerly an extensive parish and
mother Church of the entire Wachau region).
The Order of Knights of St. Michael is one of the longtime friends of the LAZARUS UNION and is always a
welcome guest at our events. Therefore, we happily
accepted the invitation to their Convention and PatronSaint Festival, and a 14-member delegation (10
Knights of Honour and four senior members of the
Corps Saint Lazarus Austria (CSLA) with flag) represented the LAZARUS UNION at this beautiful celebration.
Presently more friendly organisations and guests arrived: The Radetzky Order, the Knights of the Wine,
the Knights of the Heart from Tyrol, the German Order
of Knights of St. Michael and many other guests.
The Mayor of St. Michael / Weissenkirchen, Dipl.-Ing.
Anton Bodenstein, honoured the festival with his presence and made a very heartfelt keynote speech.
At 14:00 the solemn procession into the church began.
The Pastor of the Church, Reverend Peter Rückl M.A.,
celebrated solemn Mass with a wonderful musical accompaniment from the Cantemus Choir, under the direction of Choir Director Erich Klug. It was a real ‘auditory delight’!
After the Service, and the usual group photos (there
were about 70 participants this year) a wine presentation at the Bayer Winery was announced. All the participants were able to enjoy delicious Grüner Veltliner
and freshly baked bread. Thus strengthened, we proceeded to the castle ruins of Aggstein using the ferry
at Weissenkirchen to cross the Danube to Aggstein.
After all the participants had arrived at the Aggstein
ruins, the Convention (General Assembly) of the Order
of Knights of St. Michael (correctly: ‘The High Laudable Order of the Freemen and Knights of Saint Michael’) was held. On this Convention, Prof. Guido
Mancusi M.A. was elected new Grand Master.
While the Order’s General Assembly was being held
the guests enjoyed a champagne reception, including
a stunning ‘apricot champagne’, and of course tours of
the Castle and the Nibelungen Exhibition.
At 18:00 the ceremony started for all Order members
and guests with a solemn entry of the Knights and the
Chapter in the beautifully restored grand hall of
Aggstein Castle.
The highlight was the new Grand Master swearing his
oath and then being solemnly inaugurated in front of
the entire congregation by the Grand Prior of the Order, Dr. h.c. Gerhard Ficker.
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The ceremonial Knighthood was granted by the new
Grand Master with the traditional words: “… Receive
as a sign of humility, this last blow and accept as a
knight then no more…”.
The ‘best knightly saying’ was then announced: “The
buffet is open.”
The ‘Aggstein Castle feast’ was fragrant and ready.
Fried spare ribs, chips, sausages, baked chicken from
the castle, dumplings, cooked cabbage and lettuce
were offered and gallantly eaten. A sweet knight’s
dish: ‘flaky dumplings with stewed fresh plums’,
rounded off this superb meal.
It was a very friendly and harmonious celebration for
which we thank you very much in the Order of Knights
of St. Michael and look forward to next year. As our
President particularly pointed out in his message “…
It’s nice to have friends who pursue common objectives and who do not indulge in petty and blinkered
‘competition’.
At the height of the celebrations we had to depart, after
all, we still had a long way to go, with the autumn mist
(or was it something else) accompanying us on our
journey back to Vienna.
Sunday, the 12th October 2014
Hoch- und Deutschmeister Remembrance Concert
2014
The visitors of the house which was fully booked
were to expect quite some aural pleasure.
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The welcome and introduction was given to the audience and the guests of honour by the chair of the
Hoch- und Deutschmeister, Mr. Ralph Osner. The musical introduction was composed of the Deutschmeister fanfare, the Liebenauer cadet March, Wien-Berlin,
and Horst Winter‘s former hit, Little Bear. After a wellneeded break, the temperature in the hall was midsummery hot, melodies by Robert Stolz were played,
all hailing the Hoch- und Deutschmeister Regiment.
After this our president, Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt, in a short speech presented the goals and
achievements of the Lazarus Union to the audience.

Then honours were presented to bandmaster Reinhold Nowotny for his long musical and artistic achievements. With great éclat, he was to receive the Officer‘s
Cross of the Lazarus Cross for Arts, Science, and Research.

A memorial concert celebrating the
100th birthday of Horst Winter
125th birthday of Julyus Herrmann
150th birthday of Wilhelm Wacek
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For her tireless charitable work (for years already
clothes and items for daily usage are collected for the
homeless) Horst Winter‘s widow, Mrs. Dipl.-Päd. Dorothea Winter, was awarded the Commander‘s Cross
of the Lazarus Union by our president.
Both were surprised and honoured, and very pleased
to have received these high awards. The ceremony
was followed by some encores of the band. There
might very well have been more but the temperature
was close to that of a Sauna.“
The CSLI delegation then met at typical Viennese tavern for a drink and a snack. Present were Wolfgang
Steinhardt with his wife, Prof. Hans König, LudwigLoui Brunner with his wife, Christoph Ptak, Hannes
Hochmuth with his wife, Monika and Hans-Rudolf
Gries. All together a wonderful afternoon, very advisable.

Chronicle of the Lazarus Union from 2007 to 2017
I want to mention at this place that Lady Ann Popper
and Chev. George Popper are members of our Knighthood of Honour since its first investiture at the Wiener
Hofburg.

Saturday, the 18th October 2014
Investiture Knights of Malta (KMFAP)
A delegation of the Lazarus Union Knighthood of
Honour (Chev. Christoph Ptak, Chev. Hannes
Hochmuth, Chev. Josef Maria Gebel) led by Grand
Master Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt followed
an invitation from the “SOVEREIGN ORDER OF
SAINT JOHN OF JERUSALEM, KNIGTS OF
MALTA“.

Our president and Union Commander presented the
Lazarus Union and its new status as an “NGO in Special Consultative Status with the United Nations“ after
which a cooperation treaty was signed between the
FEDERATION MEDICAL AID International and the
LAZARUS UNION.

After a leisurely trip through Hungary we arrived in
best autumn weather at the location “Château Bela“ in
Slovakia.

Then a Catholic mass was celebrated in the chapel of
the Château Bela. Here it became apparent that when
people from various nations come together speaking
many different tongues, the Latin mass rites allow all
participants to follow the celebration.
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Sunday, the 19th October 2014
CSLA assumed the patronage for Football-Match
The President of the Corps Saint Lazarus Austria,
CSLA Dr. Oswin Hochstöger assumed the patronage for Football-Match of the SC Sparkasse
Gmünd.

After the mass, the investiture ceremony was held in
the orangery of Château Bela. In the course of this investiture our Grand Master Senator h.c. Wolfgang
Steinhardt was appointed “Knight Commander“ of the
“Sovereign Order of Cyprus – Knights of Sword and
Silence”.

Around to promote the spreading of the ideas and ideals of the Lazarus Union also in the rural area the president of the corps Saint Lazarus Austria, CSLA (a full
member of the UNION LAZARUS) Dr. Oswin
Hochstöger assumed the patronage for FootballMatch of the SC Sparkasse Gmünd. (the costs for this
were carried by him personally). Dr. Hochstöger had
there the opportunity to provide the values of the UNION LAZARUS and a short report on the activities of
the same. over place loudspeaker. All guests of the
football match were interested very much and the opportunity was also used to collect donations. Information was also put on in the VIP's rooms of the football club. Many interlocutors had to date no knowledge
of the existence of the CSLA or from the UNION LAZARUS and thus a gap could be filled with it in the rural
area. It is to be held deliberately similar events with
opportunity again to increase the name recognition of
the UNION LAZARUS and the corps Saint Lazarus
Austria, CSLA.

To express the mourning for our departed comrade
secretary general Chev. Erich Kadlec, we did not participate in the following gala dinner and ball but commenced our trip back home.

October 2014
LtCol CSLI Helle Christensson organized together
with a bakery a coffee snack for single mothers.
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Thursday, the 30th October 2014
Funeral service 30. October 2014 for H.E. Chev.
GenLt CSLI Erich Josef Kadlec
Secretary General of the Lazarus Union
Commander of the Lazarus Union‘s Knighthood
of Honour
Member of the Chapter of the Lazarus Union‘s
Knighthood of Honour
Lazarus Union Delegate at the United Nations
Founding Member of the Naval Comradeship
Vizeadmiral Erzherzog Ferdinand Max
Holder of Various High National and International
Awards

The Lazarus Union Knighthood of Honour was present
with a delegation of 29 dames and knights of honour
(almost half of all knights of honour WORLD-WIDE)
and provided not only a guard of honour but also flag
bearers and an honour formation with a sword-bearer,
a cushion with the awards, and a guard officer.

On October 30th, 2014, the ceremonial funeral services were held with great attendance. Our experienced protocol officer LtCol. retd. Rudolf Murth
and our music corps directed by CSLI Bgdr Fritz
Lentner managed a dignified and solemn ceremony.
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The following friend organisations paid their last respects to Erich Kadlec:
Corps Saint Lazarus Austria-CSLA
Naval Comradeship Vizeadmiral Erzherzog Ferdinand Max
Radetzky Order
Federal Comradeship Feldmarschall Radetzky-Burgenland
Comradeship union Perchtoldsdorf
Comradeship union Langenlois
Comradeship union Hauptverband Mödling
Voluntary Fire Brigade Spillern
Knight Order Saint Michael
Humanitas Korps Austria-AHC
Radetzky Husarenregiment Nr.5 – immerwährend
Österreichischer Heimkehrerverband
Civil Protection Organisation
Vienna Professional Rescue Service

There was no one present who did not have to fight
back their tears.

Also, many mourning guest were present from his
home town Schrattenthal in Lower Austria. Dechant
Dipl.Theol. parson Martin Rupprecht of the parish Rudolfsheim led the religious ceremony and obituary.

Rest in peace, Erich, and hold your protecting hand
over us.
Saturday, the 15th to
Saturday, the 29th November 2014
The mundane obituary was spoken by the president of
the Lazarus Union and Grand Master of the Knighthood of Honour, Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt,
with emotional moving words
After the melody “I once had a comrade“ and the tattoo
the ceremony came to a dignified and solemn end.
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Academic Travel to the Middle East
Between 15th and 29th November 2014, our Vice
Chairman of the Board, Prof. Dr. Ramiro Anzit-Gurrero and Grand Prior of OSMTH, made an official
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academic and cultural journey with a delegation of
Argentina to Turkey, Jordan and Israel.
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East, and before the new wave of terrorist attacks has
crippled the Palestinian dialogue – Israel, in this case
particularly pronounced when the terrorist group Hamas authority that governs the Gaza Strip.
For all the attendants, this journey has been a unique
experience.
Saturday, the 15th November 2014
Concert of the WIEN-STROM wind orchestra

Among those with whom I have interviewed are: With
the Islamic leader of Turkey, Istanbul Grand Mufti,
Sheikh Rahmi Yaran, the same a week later met with
His Holiness Pope Francis; with authorities of Koc University; with the Turkish Trade Agency; with the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople; with the Director of the Royal Institute for Inter-religious Studies of
Jordan; with the Rector of the University of Jordan;
with officials of the Israeli Foreign Ministry; with members of the Knesset, with professors from the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv University, Nativity Church (Palestine) and Christian sacred places.

A true pleasure for wind music lovers, - for a lively
entertainment was provided, it was a recommendable afternoon in the HdB, under the musical management of Kpm. Franz Gruber, with a melody
round dance of C. M of Ziehrer, Joh. Bunch, Franz
Lehar, Karl Millöcker Robert Stolz etc.
By the programme Mr. Helmuth Schmitzer led with
connecting, – to refreshing anecdotes.

Lizzi Koroschitz - soprano, Michael Wagner - tenor
sang alternately marvellous melodies continuously, individually and in the duet.

On this trip with they could appreciate the difficulties
that arise at regional and international level, to the
threat of fundamentalist terror groups like ISIS, which
has caused a shift of 2,000,000 refugees into Jordanian territory, country that shows technical capacity
and tolerance to the needs of their neighbours, especially Syria and Iraq. This reality also strategically affects Turkey, one of the major powers in the Middle
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After the second piece of music as the applause subsided, a surprise occurred for the 75-year-old bandmaster Mr. Franz Gruber. After some explanations
about the activity Senator Wolfgang Steinhardt hands
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an honouring for his life work, for more than 40 years
as conductor. The Grandcross of the Lazarus Cross of
the union was lent as a visible recognition of his
achievements under big applause him for science, research and art.

Also, the music corps Lazarus Union plays with pleasure after the miraculous arrangements of the honoured and maintains narrow contact with this sound
body. The fact that one helps out himself when required mutually, doesn't need probably specially are
mentioned. Also with this concert ten musicians of the
music corps Lazarus Union were present.

REPORTS
A delegation of the „Äskulapkreuz-Sanitätsdienstes,
der Lazarus Union“ and many close friends of the music, first of all the widow of Horst Winter former bandleader of the “der Hoch- und Deutschmeister” Frau
Dipl. Päd. Dorothea Winter spent enthusiastic applause. It was a wonderful evening!

Friday, the 21st November 2014
Apple juice donation 2014 CSLI Germany (CSLD)
to the Kindergarten Marktzeuln
Last Friday, the founding members of the Union
Corps Saint Lazare International - Command, Germany, Sven Dietel, Hermann-Dietrich Streit and
Katja Dietel -, handed over an apple juice donation
to the Kindergarten in Marktzeuln.
More than 600 kilograms of apples were collected on
local orchards. These were then pressed and processed into high-quality, native juice. The kindergarten
in Marktzeuln can now look forward to over 300 litres
of juice, which can be consumed by the children in the
coming months. Sven Dietel especially thanked the
municipality of Marktzeuln and the First Mayor, Gregor
Friedlein-Zech, for the permission to harvest apple
trees near Horb am Main and Marktzeuln. Only by that
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it was possible to collect enough fruit for the delicious
juice.

Saturday, the 22nd November 2014

Chronicle of the Lazarus Union from 2007 to 2017
One of the purposes of this event was also to thank
our friends of the voluntary fire brigades of Lower Austria for their friendship and assistance this year and to
publicly appreciate the job of the voluntary fires brigades.

So, the following people were decorated, thereby representing all comrades:
Grand Commander‘s Cross of the Star “Flame of
Mercy“

Charity concert in support of the voluntary fire brigade Großweikersdorf
On November 22nd, 2014, as a final event of the current musical year of our music corps a concert of
our big band directed by our musical representative, CSLI Brig Friedrich Lentner, was conducted
in the large ballroom of the restaurant “Maurer“.
Motto of the concert was: “Glenn Miller and his
contemporaries“.

CSLA Vice President Werner Winkelhofer

Lazarus Union Cross Special Level: Chiefinspector
(retd.) Franz Graf
Guided by this motto and moderated professionally by
our new secretary general and protocol officer Rudolf
Murth the big band brought us back to the golden era
of swing. Vocalist “Franky“ W. Werner made us believe that Frank Sinatra personally was singing for us.
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Lazarus Union Cross Commander‘s Cross: Günter
Haschke
Lazarus Medal with Honour Clip: CSLI Secretary General LtCol retd. Rudolf Murth
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CSLI Secretary General LtCol (retd.) Rudolf Murth: BR
Christian Burkhart, HBI Thomas Schragner, HBI Johann Burkhart, HBI Norbert Mihle
Commander‘s Lazarus Union Cross of Honour: VI Rupert Binder, HBI Leopold Nendwich
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Obviously, there was no ending without lots of encores
and so the concert which was actually planned for two
hours actually lasted for three hours, well until 11pm.
A big thank you also the restaurant “Maurer“ for treating us with excellent food and service, also providing
the ballroom for free.
December 2014
CSLI Denmark: Wintertime picnic

The Lazarus Union cordially congratulates all of them!
The awards were presented by Lazarus Union President Senator h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt who in his laudation prized the always ready, altruistic, and indispensable efforts of the voluntary fire brigades in service of the people as a very special example of “modern knighthood“.

The CSLI Denmark, under command of LtCol CSLI
Helle Christensson organized a Wintertime picnic for
poor kids. Therefore, they collected in Copenhagen
Money for food and drinks, Teddys and around 300
Christmas presents, which were given to the kids and
homeless.
December 2014
CSLI Germany donates an advent calendar
Just in time for the beginning of Advent, the commander of CSLI Germany, Sven Dietl together with
his wife Katja and his daughter Alexa, donated
nearly 150 advent calendars to the head of the
„Burgkunstadter Tafel“, Silke Mohler.

There was also a large dance floor which after some
initial shyness was well frequented, not least because
the moderator frequently announced “ladies‘ choice“
and of course no man thus selected could refuse the
“choice“.
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By the handing over in the issuing department in the
Burgkunstadter Stadthaller Sven Dietel explained that
a new member of the UNION LAZARUS has sponsored these Advent calendars full of chocolate.
He thanked all honorary of the Burgkunstadter board
who deal just during the Christmas period a lot.
Dietel also introduced briefly Germany CSLI. The
CSLI is an independent, private relief organisation
which has made a mistake after the ideals and in spirit
of the saint Lazarus to humanitarian duties.
Monday, the 1st December 2014
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To help alleviate this need, the CSLI Northern Germany has decided to bring this year 's collection of
money and donations to the children of the Neuwiedenthal site of the “Mittagskinder”- Foundation.
Even if the willingness to donate in Germany declined
more and more, there were some donations in goods,
like a donation of 300 euros. The collection was
handed over to the management of the Neuwiedenthal
site on December 23rd. Furthermore, an annual contribution of 200 Euros of the CSLI was established in
Northern Germany.
Monday, the 8th December 2014

Donation collection 2014 of the CSLI Northern Germany

Patrozinium in 2014 of the Radetzky of order

As in the past year, the CSLI Northern Germany
conducted a donation of funds and money for people in need.

The Patrozinium in 2014, a successful event: Traditionally the Radetzky order invited for the holiday Maria conception on the 8th of December to its
Patrozinium to St. Pölten.

This time, the foundation “Mittagskinder” was funded
in the Hamburg / Neuwiedenthal area. At two locations
in Hamburg, the foundation supports socially disadvantaged children, who can hardly afford a lunch. In
these locations, they are supervised by volunteer employees from 1 pm to 7.30 pm. There are 80 children
from Monday to Friday, eating, playing and doing
homework together.
A very special attraction of the Neuwiedenthal location
is the outdoor area in front of the terrace door of the
children's meeting place: there is plenty of space for
playing, as well as places in which the children grow
herbs and vegetables.
Children's poverty in Hamburg: Hamburg is particularly affected by child poverty. Many children do not
get a regular healthy meal. 20% of the under-six receive social assistance. Every third child of this age
group comes from a family that lives below the poverty
line.
According to a study published by the UN Children's
Fund in UNICEF, child poverty is growing more
strongly in Germany than in most other industrialized
countries. Every tenth child, a total of 1.5 million,
grows in relative poverty: their families do not even
have half the average income.
We all know that social deprivation of education and
participation in social and public life is an excluding
factor. In this context, the foundation “Mittagskinder”
also promotes educational impulses for children which
can open doors for a self-determined and responsible
life, Through books, music, theatre, sports and nature.
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Many deputations of friendly orders and military-historical groupings took part in the holy mass in the
Prandtauer church. The honour of her presence gave
to the order again the mayor of Edelstal, LtCol Gerald
Handig und Vzlt Schmölzer, Grandmaster of the
Knighthood of Honour of the LAZARUS UNION“, President. Sen. h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt with a stately delegation, the great prior of the „military and hospital order of Holy Lazarus of Jerusalem“, Capt. Engineer
Stanislav Holák, PhD with Mrs. Angelika De Rossi, the
order of the „knights of the golden spur“ with great prior
Petér Bárdossy, Grand Master Sandor Habsburg-Lothringen and order chancellor Josef Lang as well as
Mrs. Herta Margarete Habsburg-Lothringen as a president of the association „flame of the peace“, the great
prior of the „Saint Michael of order of knights“, Dr. h.c.
Gerhard Ficker with the Grand Master Prof. Guido
Mancusi and the great chancellor Werner Hartmann.
Further could be greeted Präs. Bgrd Ing. Anton G.
Funtak and Col RR Alfred Wilhelm Kettl on the part of
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"Austria Humanitas Corp." and upper hunters Franz
Zabernig as a representative of the Tirol „protection
company nut village-Debant “, the commander of the
"Hessergarde", engineer Alfred Wurmauer, as well as
Hannes Hochmuth as a representative the "naval association" of VzAdm archduke Ferdinand Max.

REPORTS
“Komtur”. Unfortunately, the last-named couldn't receive this honour personally because of a hospital
stay.
Our order dean rector Prof. Reinhard Knittel celebrated the service, as usual. who found clear words
this time concerning the association, life quite general
also, as usual in his sermon. The musical frame procured in skilful manner the blower's group of the
“Hoch- und Deutschmeister” under the direction of
Kurt Pressl, together with the brilliantly organist of the
Prandtauer church.
After the holy mass handed the Grand Master of the
Radetzky order, KR Dkfm. Harry Tomek, together with
ceremony master Ludwig Brunner and the order chancellor GR a. D. Franz Vorderwinkler honourings to deserving personalities of friendly orders and militaryhistorical deputations as well as friendship tapes of the
„Order of Saint“ and to the Tiroler Schützenkompanie
Nußdorf-Debant.

Our order dean rector Prof. Reinhard Knittel celebrated the service, as usual. who found clear words
this time concerning the association, life quite general
also, as usual in his sermon. The musical frame procured in skilful manner the blower's group of the
“Hoch- und Deutschmeister” under the direction of
Kurt Pressl, together with the brilliantly organist of the
Prandtauer church.
After the holy mass handed the Grand Master of the
Radetzky order, KR Dkfm. Harry Tomek, together with
ceremony master Ludwig Brunner and the order chancellor GR a. D. Franz Vorderwinkler honourings to deserving personalities of friendly orders and militaryhistorical deputations as well as friendship tapes of the
„Order of Saint“ and to the Tiroler Schützenkompanie
Nußdorf-Debant.

On the part of the Radetzky order itself the order herald Johann Wimmer with the "officer's cross" for his
special merits as well as the “Säckelwart” Prok. Ret.
was distinguished. R. Johann Moser was promoted to
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After the holy mass and the honour act in the
Prandtauer church the midday receipt occurred in the
summer refectory of the episcopal palace with which
with good food and animated conversation rounds a
successful event came to her worthy end.
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December 2014

Thursday, the 18th December 2014

Donation of CSLI Germany

Donation Vinzi Rast 2014

For the Christmas-gifts of the Burgkunstadter
Tafel, Sven and Katja Dietel and Hermann-Dietrich
Streit, representing the Corps Saint Lazare International, handed over 132 bags of sweets and 127
bags of sausage to the Burgkunstadter Tafel.

A few days before Christmas, Chev. Hans-Rudolf
Gries, Chev. Hannes Hochmuth and Chev. Josef
Maria Gebel as representatives of the Knighthood
of Honour, and the Deputy Treasurer Col. (CSLI)
Oliver M. Gruber Lavin as a representative of the
Executive Committee of the LAZARUS UNION visited the “Vinzi Rast”, an emergency overnight accommodation in Vienna.

For the fifth time already, the Corps supported the organisation “Die Tafel” with a Christmas donation. The
donors have raised around 2,000 euros to make the
customers of this organisation happy before Christmas. Especially the soldiers 'and traditions' team
(STK) Lettenreuth, as well as all other patrons of the
CSLI Germany, deserve great thanks for this achievement, as Silke Mohler, chairman of the Burgkunstadter
Tafel explained.

Especially nowadays more and more people need
help and support not only in the crisis areas, but also
in the immediate neighbourhood. Here the LAZARUS
UNION wants to help.
Silke Mohler thanked on behalf of all the customers for
the Christmas presents, which are very welcomed before the holidays. "I know how much dedication, time
and personal commitment is behind such an extensive
donation campaign. We've been happy every year that
you have managed to make such a generous donation, it seems almost unbelievable to us, "she said, expressing the joy of the whole team of the organisation
“Die Tafel”.
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Up to 60 people, mainly dependent on alcohol, often
mentally ill, will find a warm bed, simple dinner and
breakfast, rest, relaxation, confidence, a plaster, a pair
of socks, a conversation and attention. In the foreground stays the unconditional acceptance and respect for each individual. The people are accepted as
they are. Ms. Christine Öllinger explained for the
guests recognition and dignity are as important as for
each of us.”
A financial contribution of 2 € is to be paid for an overnight stay.
Like last year, the Lazarus Union has started a donation campaign to make the Christmas holidays and the
turn of the year free of contribution. Thanks to the helpfulness of many individual donators, as well as the tireless efforts of our cashier lady Monika Gries, more
than € 600. – could be collected.
During the visit in the night shelter the donation check
was presented to the house manager, Ms. Christine
Öllinger. Ms. Öllinger thanked in her name and on behalf of the director and Chairwoman Ms. Cecily Corti
for this Christmas gesture.
Next year the LAZARUS UNION will support the “Vinzi
Rast” again by donations as well as volunteering.
We thank all our donors and wish a Merry Christmas.
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December 2014
CSLA: Visit in the day care centre St. Martin in
Klosterneuburg
After our summery meeting with the disabled person's
help Klosterneuburg with the fire brigade in Grossweikersdorf (according to information of the responsible persons the disabled persons have still spoken for
weeks of this event) we have resolved to visit the disabled persons in her day-care centre and in her hostel.
Then we have chosen the first Advent week and to this
occasion have handed over to the disabled persons a
collage of the best pictures of the event with AND THE
FOLLOWING as well as a CD-ROM with all photos.
The joy and also the joy at seeing again were big.
Then we also had opportunity to visit all workshops
and living rooms of the day-care centre St. Martin in
Klosterneuburg together with a responsible person
and could make to us a good overview about the
achievements and problems of the home.
With this opportunity, we have found out that the wife
of the home founder just as our president comes from
Gmünd (as small the world is, nevertheless.
We have the visit in good recollection and will repeat
this.

Tuesday, the 23rd December 2014
Donation collection 2014 of the CSLI Northern Germany
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As in the past year, the CSLI Northern Germany
conducted a donation of funds and money for people in need.
This time, the foundation “Mittagskinder” was funded
in the Hamburg / Neuwiedenthal area. At two locations
in Hamburg, the foundation supports socially disadvantaged children, who can hardly afford a lunch. In
these locations, they are supervised by volunteer employees from 1 pm to 7.30 pm. There are 80 children
from Monday to Friday, eating, playing and doing
homework together.
A very special attraction of the Neuwiedenthal location
is the outdoor area in front of the terrace door of the
children's meeting place: there is plenty of space for
playing, as well as places in which the children grow
herbs and vegetables.
Children's poverty in Hamburg: Hamburg is particularly affected by child poverty. Many children do not
get a regular healthy meal. 20% of the under-six receive social assistance. Every third child of this age
group comes from a family that lives below the poverty
line.
According to a study published by the UN Children's
Fund in UNICEF, child poverty is growing more
strongly in Germany than in most other industrialized
countries. Every tenth child, a total of 1.5 million,
grows in relative poverty: their families do not even
have half the average income.
We all know that social deprivation of education and
participation in social and public life is an excluding
factor. In this context, the foundation “Mittagskinder”
also promotes educational impulses for children which
can open doors for a self-determined and responsible
life, Through books, music, theatre, sports and nature.
To help alleviate this need, the CSLI Northern Germany has decided to bring this year 's collection of
money and donations to the children of the Neuwiedenthal site of the “Mittagskinder”- Foundation.
Even if the willingness to donate in Germany declined
more and more, there were some donations in goods,
like a donation of 300 euros. The collection was
handed over to the management of the Neuwiedenthal
site on December 23rd. Furthermore, an annual contribution of 200 Euros of the CSLI was established in
Northern Germany.
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