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Peace without border 

 

Report by Frederico Währen                                                           21st September 2018

GENEVA - The General Assembly of the 
United Nations declared September 21st 
to be the day dedicated to strengthen the 
ideals of peace within as well as between 
all nations and peoples. The Peace Talks 
of Geneva established in 2013 are an an-
nual public event organized in coopera-
tion with the institutions UNO GENEVA, 
INTERPEACE und GENEVA 
PEACEBUILDING PLATFORM on the oc-
casion of the International Peace Confer-
ence. 

The Geneva Peace Conference taking place 
for the 6th time is all about “Peace without 
Frontiers”. By personal histories the lecturers 
were able to deliver real experience and ide-
as emphasizing their efforts to support peace 
beyond any borders – borders in people’s 
minds as well as in geographical, political 
and physical sense. 

Among others there were the following lec-
turers: 

 Monika Hauser, a doctor, founder 
and member of the management 
board of “medical mondiale”. She 
was disgusted by the media reports 
about the mass rapes of women dur-
ing the Bosnian war and at the end of 
1992 she directly visited the war re-
gion. 

 Aya M. Abduallah, a 22 year old 
woman, who was a refugee for the 

major part of her life. She had to flee 
for her life from the Iraq to Syria after 
she had survived the war for 6 years. 
Now she lives in Switzerland, is a 
student and is now a youth delegate 
of the UN-Refugee Agency. 

 Jasminko Halilovic, founder and di-
rector of the Museum of War Children 
– the only museum in the world – that 
solely concentrates on the experi-
ences of children affected by war. 

Each inspiring „Peace Talk“ pointed out per-
sonal histories in order to encourage the 
audience to support peace in its own ranks 
and for all nations. 

The talks point out that more than ever we 
have to cooperate in order to reach a per-
manent peace. The Geneva Peace Confer-
ence symbolically represents a Genevan 
spirit by finding a common base within varie-
ty. 

The goal of the year is the supporting for 
more peaceful societies in this way: 

 Showing that there are peaceful so-
lutions to resolve conflicts 

 Showing inspiring histories that bring 
Peace 

 Creating the awareness that each 
person plays a role with the process 
of building Peace 



 

3 18TH EDITION SAINT LAZARUS-MAGAZINE 

 Inputs for peace building efforts in 
daily life and at global level 

More information about the lectures can be 
found by using the following link: 

www.genevapeacetalks.ch
 

 



 

SAINT LAZARUS-MAGAZINE 18TH EDITION 4 

European Forum on Disaster Risk Reduction

 

Report by Salvatore Marinelli                21th - 23rd November 2018 

ROMA - Representatives of the European 
countries, stakeholder groups and part-
ners have attended in Italy, 21-23 Novem-
ber 2018, at the European Forum on Dis-
aster Risk Reduction (EFDRR), an oppor-
tunity to exchange and move forward on 
local level resilience, economic risks and 
reaching the Sendai Framework 2020 pri-
ority targets.  It has been an important 
meeting to fix some common strategies 
and to subscribe the “Rome Declaration 
of Stakeholders”.     

The Corpo Italiano di San Lazzaro has at-
tended the meeting works by the Com-
mander Prof. Antonio Virgili and the Coordi-
nator of the CSLI Italia Civil Protection group 
Lt.Col. CSLI Alexander Virgili who, not only 
has attended the whole Forum meetings, but 
has also been a speaker at the Plenary ses-
sion:  Every life counts: inclusive and equal-
ity based DRR strategies.   

During this plenary session the development 
of national and local DRR strategies has 
been the foremost priority to be undertaken 
and delivered by 2020.  

For addressing this objective, it is fundamen-
tal to have in mind that many underlying 

drivers of risk can increase hazard, exposure 
and vulnerability. The starting point for a 
DRR strategy is defined by the understand-
ing of disaster risk and the evaluation of cur-
rent systems and capacities. The destination 
point is defined by the DRR goals and tar-
gets that are decided by authorities at na-
tional or local level in a multi-stakeholder 
mechanism.    

Last but not least, the Lt.Col. Alexander Vir-
gili has been interviewed by Ethan Films, the 
video producers partner company of UN and 
UNISDR, and had contacts with several 
delegates and representatives.   

At short distance from the previous event 
organized for the International Day for Disas-
ter Reduction, this was the second occasion 
of national and international importance 
where the Corpo Italiano di San Lazzaro was 
authoritatively present.    

Finally, the presence of the Corpo Italiano di 
San Lazzaro was further appreciated during 
the TEDx in Marcianise, on 11th November, 
where Alexander Virgili intervened with a 
report on “perception and misperception of 
catastrophes”. 
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Investiture Ceremony of the German Knightly Order St. Peter & Paul 

Report by Brigitte Gellert           12th - 14th October 2018   

LENGERICH/BROCHTEBECK - On Octo-
ber 13th 2018 the first Investiture of the 
new Knightly Order of St. Peter and Paul 
took place in Lengerich and Brochterbeck 
to which we could welcome many mem-
bers and delegates of friendly orders as 
well as “pilgrims”. 

Already on Friday several guests met for a 
“Get-Together” at the hotel “Zur Mühle”. Hav-
ing drinks and some finger food the guests 
could talk to friends and could make new 
contacts. 

On Saturday the program started with a Holy 
Mass in the Church of St. Peter and Paul in 
Brochterbeck. Before the church service 
Jan-Philipp Gellert cared for the determined 
order for the solemn move-in. The seven 
represented banners offered an especially 
impressive picture. 

First of all Dr. Lothar Gellert welcomed all 
the guests on behalf of the Knightly Order of 
St. Peter and Paul in English and German. 
Then priest Martin Weber took further charge 
of the mass. The guests heard the reading 
from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans by 
the Grandmaster Lothar Gellert. Then fol-
lowed the intercessions by some members 
and guests. During the Holy Mass priest 
Weber blessed our banner. 

A special enrichment for the mass were the 
songs “The Rose” and “Von guten 
Mächten…” presented by Corinna 
Moldenhauer, Floreana Schmidt (singing) 
and Addi Schröder (singing and guitar). The-
se songs went beyond classic church hymns 
and some guests were touched on an emo-
tional level by them. 
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The solemn move-out of the orders and pil-
grims was accompanied by the song “Möge 
die Straße…..” presented by the three musi-
cians in the sanctuary. With wonderful sun-
shine everybody gathered together outside 
for a group photo. 

Then there was a small procession to the 
historical restaurant “Franz” where the partic-
ipants took a fortifying lunch. 

Exactly at 3 p.m. the Investiture Ceremony 
started in the festively decorated hall at the 
restaurant “Centralhof” at Lengerich. Lothar 
Gellert opened the investiture but until his 
official enthronement it was led by Knight 
Hans-Georg Pesch. As part of the welcom-
ing of the honorable guests the Mayor of 
Lengerich Wilhelm Möhrke took the oppor-
tunity to address some words to the guests. 

The move-in of the officials according to a 
special call followed after lightening the 
chapter candle and the candle of friendship 
and singing the anthem of the order “Petrus 
Apostolus”. The following orders were repre-
sented: The Sovereign Dynastic Order of the 
Takovo Cross from Serbia, the International 
Lazarus-Union from Austria, the German 
Knightly Order of St. Michael, the Order of 
the Knight’s Sword of Livland from Belgium, 
the Order of the Sword Brothers from Ger-
many, the Knightly Order from Star and 
Friendship, the Grand Priory of Germany of 
the Hosp. Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusa-
lem, the Ordre Equestre du Saint Sauveur 
du Mont Réal from Germany, the Order of 
the Knights of Wine and the Castle Guard of 
the Duke of Leiningen. Afterwards all other 
participans were introduced. 

The investiture ceremony of the Grandmas-
ter Dr. Lothar Gellert started with the reading 
from the chronicle of the election meeting by 
Chancellor Dr. Gerhard Ficker. Then fol-
lowed the career of the Grandmaster con-
cerning his knightly life. Then the floor was 
given to the President of the International 
Lazarus Union, Senator Prof. h.c. Wolfgang 
Steinhardt who carried out the investiture of 
the Grandmaster. He took the oath to Wolf-
gang Steinhardt. The signs of his new digni-
ty: the mantle, the ornat chain and the sword 
were given to the Grandmaster. 

On behalf of all members of the German 
Knightly Order St. Peter and Paul Knight 
Hans-Georg Pesch took the vow towards the 
new Grandmaster. The solemn drink among 
the knights followed by Wolfgang Steinhardt, 
Lothar Gellert, Hans-Georg Pesch and Ger-
hard Ficker. Afterwards the guests stood up 
to to drink to the health of the new 
Grandmaster. 

In his following inaugural speech the 
Grandmaster once again described the pass 
of independency of our order from the Grand 
Chapter of Germany of the Confraternity of 
Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul to the Ger-
man Knightly Order St. Peter and Paul. He 
pointed out the still friendly connections to 
the International Confraternity and the 
Grandmaster Peter Paul Portelli. Lothar 
Gellert expressed his joy that our new order 
was quickly accepted by many other orders 
and charitable organisations. He hoped that 
a cooperation for people in need may exist 
further on and that it will be expanded across 
the borders. 

In order to give a brief insight into our previ-
ous projects the Honorable Dame of Grace 
Brigitte Gellert delivered a power point 
presentation concerning previous and pre-
sent charitable projects. 

After the break the new Grandmaster invited 
to free speech and he accepted requests to 
speak. Then he officially took over the mem-
bers Christina Gellert, Brigitte Gellert, Hans-
Georg Pesch, Gerhard Ficker and Alice und 
Christian Daume from the Confraternity of 
the Knights of St. Peter & St. Paul into the 
German Knightly Order St. Peter and Paul 
by handing out the decrees. 1st Deputy 
Grandmaster is Knight Hans-Georg Pesch, 
the 2nd Deputy Grandmaster Dr. Gerhard 
Ficker. 

Another highlight of the investiture was the 
appointment as Knights and Dames by an 
accolade. Although our order bases on me-
dieval traditions we are nevertheless a pro-
gressive community because also Dames 
get an accolade. After the Grandmaster once 
again pointed out the nature of a 
Knight/Dame (such as loyalty, stability, gen-
erosity, humility, goodness, courage, charity 
and devotion to God) the postulants Tatjana 
Filiput, Darko Filiput (Slovenia) and Jo Bal 
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(Malta) promised to maintain these ideals. 
Kneeling or standing they gave their vow and 
got their decrees. 

It was a special joy for the Grandmaster to 
appoint two young squires. Under the lead-
ership of their parents Dame Tatjana Filiput 
and Knight Darko Filiput Maxim (6 years old) 
and Filip (10 years old) started their knightly 
career. 

In order to establish the German Knightly 
Order St. Peter and Paul not only by sub-
stantive work but also on a geographical 
level the Grandmaster Lothar Gellert set up 
Grand Priories, Grand Commanderies and 
Commanderies.  

Therefore he named the following members 
for its leadership by handing out the relevant 
decrees: 

 Grand Priory of Germany: Hans-
Georg Pesch 

 Grand Commandery of Lower Saxo-
ny and Eastern Germany: Brigitte 
Gellert 

 Grand Commandery of Malta and 
Gozo: Jo Bal 

 Grand Commandery of Slovenia: 
Darko Filiput 

 Honorable Commandery of Saxony: 
Dr. Horst-Achim Ehrenbrecht 

After the Grandmaster appreciated him in an 
honorable speech and vita it was a special 
concern of the Grandmaster to give the hon-
orable membership of the Knightly Order of 
St. Peter and Paul to his friend and example 
of knightly behaviour, Senator Prof. h.c. 
Wolfgang Steinhardt. 

High-ranking representatives of other orders 
used the investiture to make appointments 
and awards. This shows that some of us 
belong to several orders and institutions. The 
2nd Lieutenant Jan-Philipp Gellert from the 
Naval Comradeship Archduke Ferdinand 
Max within the Lazarus Union, Commandery 
of Germany, was appointed into the Hosp. 
Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem by the 
Grandprior Peter Michael Neuen. 

Senator Prof. h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt, the 
President of the Lazarus Union and 

Grandmaster of the Knighthood of Honor of 
the Lazarus Union, awarded our Most Hon-
orable Dame of Grace Christina Gellert for 
her performances and merits as 2nd Deputy 
General Secretary with the Peace Cross of 
the Lazarus Union with the Diamond Star. 
The fact that Wolfgang Steinhardt honoured 
Gabriele and Peter Michael Neuen from the 
Lazarus Order by handing out the Blessing 
Medal shows that the Lazarus Union and the 
Lazarus Order respect each other and hon-
our the merits of single members. 

Afterwards the Grandmaster thanked every-
one who had prepared the investiture. He 
especially thanked his wife, his son and his 
sister. Furthermore the couple 
Merschformann, proprietors of the restaurant 
“Centralhof”. They got a certificate of grati-
tude for their active support of our order. 
Harald Ladusch who was responsible for the 
technique like last year also got a certificate 
of gratitude. 

Before the investiture ceremony ended the 
Grandmaster Lothar Gellert asked for dona-
tions to support the special school for handi-
capped and non-handicapped pupils in 
Lengerich. 

The official part was completed by singing 
“Auld Lang Syne” with Andrea Hillenhinrichs, 
Harald Ladusch and the Grandmaster play-
ing the accordion. The eventful afternoon 
ended with forming the “brotherly chain”, 
extinguishing the candles and the an-
nouncement “Capitulum ex est” by the 
Grandmaster. 

In another hall a delicious knight’s dinner 
was then served. In a relaxed atmosphere 
the Grandmaster Lothar Gellert and the 
Grandmaster of the Sovereign Dynastic Or-
der of the Takovo Cross, HRH Prince 
Predrag Obrenovic, exchanged Letters of 
Friendship. 

In beautiful weather a small group of not yet 
departed guests made a guided tour through 
the medieval town Tecklenburg the next 
morning. 

The German Knightly Order of St. Peter and 
Paul thanks all members and guests who 
enriched the investiture by their presence. 
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Knight’s Parade (Youth Festival St. Johann 1862) 

 

Report by Frederico Währen                 8th September 2018 

BASEL - The traditional Knight’s parade of 
the Johanniter-Association St. Johann Basel 
(Youth Festival 1862) took place on a sunny 
cloudless day. 

After a difficult year of major change there is 
hope for the continued existence of this tradition-
al association. Two years ago we were forced to 
leave the storage rooms. Finding storage rooms 
in Basel at a favourable price is like searching the 
needle in the haystack (or something like that). 
This would be the end of the Johanniter-
Association. We have seen this in other Youth 
Festival Associations. Due to the great help of 
the government of the Canton of Basel-City and 
due to effective media support y TELEBASEL (as 
Swiss TV-Channel) a good solution could be 
found. 

Exactly a 2:00 pm the small but nice parade 
started through the streets of the district. The 
blowing banner of the Association (it was carried 
by Captain CSLI Frédéric Währen) and the pre-
sidium were at the top followed by the President 
of the Parliament Remo Gallachi and his Deputy 
Dr. Heiner Vischer. Then came the drummer of 
St. Johann, Dr. Gérard Saubermann, then the 
children, the Leader of the Association, the invit-

ed guests and all other friends of the Youth Fes-
tival. 

On the former Knight’s cemetery of the previous 
Johanniter monastery there was a remembrance 
of the deceased Knights with a wreath-laying 
(flower bowl), salutation of the banner accompa-
nied by the drums. The bearer of the banner 
gave a short summary of the history of the histor-
ic place and he thanked the municipal authorities 
for their honorable company and the local televi-
sion channel TELEBASEL for their comprehen-
sive reporting about the today’s event. 

Following this serious part of this event the crowd 
continued the parade through the district up to 
the office of CSLI SWITZERLAND. In the back-
yard garden of this historic area situated on the 
“Spitalstraße” the audience celebrated the festi-
val having fun and games and with food and 
drinks. Everybody enjoyed the wonderful last 
summer afternoon under the traditional battle cry: 
“FI-FA-FO – s Jugendfescht St. Johann isch nidd 
in Rääge koh!”. 

The office of CSLI SWITZERLAND in Basel has 
symbolically taken over the patronage and has 
paid the drinks. 
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Musical entertainment in the afternoon for handicapped people 

 

Report by Lothar Gellert                                                                              12th August 2018 

BAD LAER - On 12th August 2018 mem-
bers of the National Command of Germa-
ny of the Naval Comradeship Vice Admi-
ral Archduke Ferdinand Max and the 
Shanty Choir “Original Osnabrücker 
Windjammer (OOW)” arranged a music 
program for handicapped people and 
people with serious disabilities at the “St. 
Maria Elisabeth Haus” in Bad Laer – a 
nursing home that belongs to the Caritas 
Association Osnabrück. 

This nursing home consists of four single 
buildings on one area. In total 86 people live 
here. The disabilities of the residents are 
very different ranging up to deaf, dumb and 
blind in one person. 

A day activity center is part of the home. 
Here this people with disabilities can do 
some simple industrial work. 

For those who are not able to leave the 
home so called “circles of season” are of-
fered. Here the actual seasons can be im-
parted to them. 

On the area there are also apartments 
among a settlement for people with disabili-
ties less serious. This project is very suc-
cessful because the residents are fully inte-

grated into the daily life of the settlement. 
During the day they work in a sheltered 
workshop located in a city nearby. 

The home is strongly connected with local 
associations i.e. the shooting club. With the 
support of the shooting club a champion of 
the home will be identified who can then take 
part in the parade of the club. 

The “Shanty-afternoon” on August 12th was a 
special attraction for the residents. Well be-
fore the official beginning those who were 
able to go and their relatives went to the 
great lounge. Those who were no longer 
mobile were supported by the staff. 

After a short welcome by Mrs Hülsmann (di-
rector of the home) the music tour started 
immediately. Songs like “Heut geht es an 
Bord” or “Wir lagen vor Madagaskar”, which 
were sung by the entire choir, were accom-
panied by enthusiastic clapping and singing 
by some residents and their relatives. Play-
ing solo-songs like “Ich bin ein Mädchen von 
Piräus” and “Auf der Reeperbahn nachts um 
halb eins” we all could feel the joy of the res-
idents. Such was the enthusiasm to sing and 
clap along that it didn’t kept some residents 
on their chairs any more. 
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The program came to an end with the song 
“Und jetzt geht es mit Volldampf nach 
Hause”. We could still feel the joy of the res-

idents and this was very emotional and mov-
ing for us. We will all come back with great 
pleasure. 
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Musical entertainment in the afternoon for handicapped people 

  
Photos with explicit approval "Haus Ledenhof" 

Report by Lothar Gellert                                                                         15th December 2018 

OSNABRÜCK - Already for the second 
time in a row the National Command of 
Germany of the Naval Comradeship 
Archduke Ferdinand May the Shanty 
Choir “Original Osnabrücker Windjam-
merchor” provides support for a per-
formance in an old people’s and care 
home. On 15th December the Shanty 
Choir conducted by Rear Admiral Dr. Lo-
thar Gellert cared for a musical afternoon 
for the residents at the “Haus Ledenhof” 
situated in Osnabrück in pre-Christmas 
time.  

In this old people’s and care home the resi-
dents are accommodated as in-patients or 
within a short-term care. One part of the 
home is specialised for the care of people 
with severe dementia.  

During the performance lasting one and a 
half hour the Choir initially presented tradi-
tional well-known Shanties. So the audience 
could sing along – at least the refrain. This 
includes well-known songs like „Am Golf von 

Biskaya“, „Blaue Jungs von der Waterkant“, 
„Wolken, Wind und Wogen“, but also some 
peppy songs like “Down by the riverside“. 
The second part of the concert was dedi-
cated to more contemplative and festive 
songs. The Choir presented songs like 
„Weihnacht auf hoher See“, „St. Niklas war 
ein Seemann“, „Feliz Navidad“ and „We wish 
you a merry christmas“. The last part of the 
concert consisted of traditional Christmas 
songs to sing along like „Oh du fröhliche“ or 
„Kling Glöckchen Klingelingeling“. 

At the very end the Choir performed the very 
emotional song „Leise kommt die Nacht, und 
wir müssen geh’n“. 

Again it was a real joy to see the sparkle in 
the eyes of the residents who obviously en-
joyed this musical afternoon. They asked the 
Choir to come back next year – we will do 
that with pleasure.  
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Collaboration Agreement with the City of Pozzouli 

  

Report by Alexander Virgili                                                                             18th June 2018 

POZZUOLI - In June, the Corpo Italiano di 
San Lazzaro stipulated an official collabo-
ration agreement with the City of Pozzuoli 
for civil protection activities and to 
spread information and knowledge on the 
issues of prevention, enhance and im-
prove local activities in the area, collabo-
rate in emergency planning and organiza-
tion services, as well as contribute to the 
improvement of radio communications. 
 
Pozzuoli is an ancient city, founded in 531 
BC, which today has over 80,000 inhabi-
tants, located in the Phlegraean Fields 
(Campi Flegrei) area, an area known world-
wide for the phenomenon of bradyseism, as 
well as for the presence of the “solfatara”.    
 
The Phlegraean Fields are an area studied 
by geologists, urban planners, engineers, 
sociologists, prevention and safety techni-
cians as well as those involved in civil pro-

tection. The collaboration agreement, which 
commits to developing and promoting infor-
mation, courses and training programs for 
the population and operators, constitutes a 
recognition and appreciation for the work 
that the Corps has been carrying out in the 
field of civil protection in recent years, a work 
appreciated for the seriousness and com-
mitment of the volunteers, who often stand 
out for their professionalism. The collabora-
tion agreement will have a duration of three 
years and will also offer an opportunity to the 
Corpo Italiano di San Lazzaro to further spe-
cialize its volunteers and enhance its pres-
ence in a challenging area at the center of 
the attention of scholars in the sector.  
 
The collaboration agreement was signed by 
Arch. De Simone, Director of the civil protec-
tion service of the City of Pozzuoli, repre-
senting the Mayor, and by the Italian Corps 
Commander Prof. Antonio Virgili. 
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Civil protection exercise with the Italian Air Force 

 

Report by Alexander Virgili                                                                         2nd October 2018 

POZZUOLI - On the 2nd of October, the 
civil protection group of Pozzuoli of the 
Italian Corps (Corpo Italiano di San 
Lazzaro), participated at a civil protection 
exercise “Efesto 2018” organized by the 
City of Pozzuoli and the Air Force Acad-
emy located in the city.  

The Corps participated at the exercise with 
logistics tasks, documentation and support to 
the medical staff involved in the triage and 
the assistance to the affected population. 
The simulation was about a disastrous event 
that made it necessary to evacuate from the 
city and move the injured to the Academy by 
ambulance. The request of the "medical 
evacuation" (MEDEVAC) of the injured has 
been made in order of priority. During the 

exercise were used two military ambulances 
and two helicopters, one of the health ser-
vices and one of the Air Force, as well as 
several vehicles of the Campania Region’s 
Civil Protection office. Many students from 
the local high schools participate at the activ-
ities as simulators (population injured). At the 
end of the exercise there were practical 
demonstrations of trauma rescue in an extra-
hospital environment, and BLSD maneuvers 
in favor of the students.  

In addition to the Corpo Italiano di San 
Lazzaro, other groups participated like the 
Italian Red Cross and its Military Corps. 
From 2015 to now, over 400 students have 
participated at this civil protection exercise. 
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International Day for Disaster Risk Reduction 

 

Report by Alexander Virgili                                                                        12th October 2018 

ROME - For the third consecutive year, the 
Corpo Italiano di San Lazzaro has organ-
ized a major event for the international day 
promoted by the United Nations.   

It was held in Rome, on October 12, at the Iotti 
conference hall of the Chamber of Deputies, a 
relevant high-level national panel for the Inter-
national Day for Disaster Risk Reduction. The 
event has obtained the patronage of important 
European and Italian institutions and of spe-
cialized research institutions. The Prime Minis-
ter Prof. Conte, sent a message of greeting 
and wishes for the event.    

The Commander of Corpo Italiano di San Laz-
zaro Prof. Virgili, opened the works and wel-
comed the guests, presenting the event, its 
aims and the activities of the Corpo Italiano.  
Immediately afterwards, a delegate from the 
Municipality spoke and brought the message 
from the Mayor of Rome. The reports of vari-
ous experts and speakers followed, discussing 
aspects related to disaster prevention and 
some further targeted themes about disaster 
communications.  

The speakers were: Dr. Miozzo, Director Gen-
eral of the Department of Civil Protection; Prof. 
Doglioni, President of the National Institute of 
Geophysics and Volcanology; Dr. Wabbes, a 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organiza-
tion official; Prof. Di Ludovico, general secre-
tary of the National Institute of Urban Planning; 
Eng. Clemente, Director of ENEA (Italian 
National Agency for New Technologies, 
Energy and Sustainable Economic 
Development); Prof. Matarazzo, coordinator for 
the health sector of the Corpo Italiano.  They 
have also brought their appreciation and sup-
port to the initiative, highlighting some cultural 
and social aspects: Dr. Cecconi, Ser. President 
of the Italian Symbolic Rite; Dr. Ficorilli, Vice-
president of LIDU; Dr. Testa, President of the 
Think Tank Trinità dei Monti.  The event, regis-
tered at the UNISDR, has attracted the wide 
interest of the press and of those dealing with 
disaster prevention and protection. It was un-
doubtedly one of the most important events 
carried out in Italy on the topic in 2018. 



 

GIS and Disaster Management 

 

Report by Alexander Virgili                                                                    14th November 2018 

NAPOLI - On the occasion of GIS Day 
2018, the Corpo Italiano di San Lazzaro 
organized a workshop on GIS and Disas-
ter management. 

The meeting took place on November 14th 
at the headquarters of LIDU Napoli, an or-
ganization with which we have been collabo-
rating for years. The aim of the workshop is 
to present the significant potential of the GIS 
for disaster management, in all its phases: 
forecasting, prevention, management of 
emergency assistance in the field, re-
establishment of the normal situation after 
emergencies. The meeting was attended by 
representatives of the Italian Red Cross - 
CRI, the Campania Region officers, profes-
sionals and members of various associa-
tions. Speakers at the workshop were Prof. 

Antonio Virgili, Commander of the Corpo 
Italiano and expert in disaster management, 
and Eng. Mariangela Garramone, represen-
tative of the Corpo Italiano di San Lazzaro 
for training and expert on GIS applications in 
the field of emergencies. 

Particular appreciation was expressed by 
various participants, and was asked not only 
to replicate the workshop but to organize one 
with greater depth for the training of civil pro-
tection volunteers. 

During the meeting, the informative and te-
chnical material provided by ESRI Italia was 
distributed free of charge to the participants, 
with whom the Corps has been collaborating 
since 2013. 
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The creation of the Air Wing CSLI Brazil  

  

Report by Roberto Ortiz 

BRAZIL - In a meeting between the Brazil-
ian National Command and the Council of 
Leaders of Lazarus Union Brazil, the 
board discussed the idea of creating and 
operating an Air Wing in Brazil. One 
member of the board (which is also a Li-
censed Pilot) was assigned to the survey 
and evaluate this new project. 

Already at the beginning of the feasibility 
study it has already been possible to note 
that the project would be very costly, be-
cause, even though a conventional aircraft 
courtesy of a businessman (cooperation 
agreement), the cost of aviation fuel, 
maintenance and hangarage on an airfield 
made the project, with this type of aircraft, to 
be abandoned in less than a month. 

Although, with an eye on new technologies 
and noting that it would be possible to devel-
op several air missions with a low cost, a 
new project was developed and presented to 
Brazilian National Command. This project 
consisted in the use of Unmanned Aircraft 
(drones) by Brazil's Air Wing, which was ac-
cepted and authorized to initiate your de-
ployment in May 2017. 

Therefore, the Brazilian National Command 
officially approved the Air Wing CSLI Brazil 
and the officer who was responsible of the 
feasibility studies was appointed as Com-
mander of this body. 
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The homologation of the Aircrafts  

 

Report by Roberto Ortiz 

BRAZIL - With the permission for the pro-
ject to advance, the Air Wing CSLI Brazil 
acquired 2 unmanned aircrafts. In the 
meanwhile, its Commander invested him-
self in the study of aviation laws for ac-
cess to Brazilian airspace and passed the 
proper training and medical tests for 
such a purpose. 

For unmanned aircraft operations were in full 
compliance with aeronautical legislation, it 
was necessary the authorizations of 
ANATEL (National Agency of Telecommuni-
cations), ANAC (National Agency of Civil 
Aviation) and DECEA (Department of Air 
Space Control of the Brazilian Air Force). 

ANATEL 

The first step to approve an unmanned air-
craft is to have the approval to use the radio 
frequencies along with the National Agency 
of Telecommunications (ANATEL). The Air 
Wing CSLI Brazil submitted all the document 
needed, fill out all the application forms and 
provided the product manual and certificate 
of the Federal Communications Commission.  

All aircrafts of the Air Wing CSLI Brazil were 
homologated by ANATEL 

ANAC 

According to Brazilian laws and the National 
Agency of Civil Aviation (ANAC) regulations, 
register on unmanned Aircraft System 
(SISANT) is obligatory to all unmanned air-
craft for recreational use (model airplane) or 
non-recreational (RPA), with a takeoff weight 
between 250 g and 25 kg, and that won't fly 
beyond line-of-sight visual (BVLOS) or 
above 400 feet (120 meters) above ground 
level. 

One record for aircraft and each equipment 
must be linked to a company in Brazil, which 
will be responsible for the aircraft, in this 
case Lazarus Union Brazil. 

A nine-digit combination, that will be the 
identification number of the equipment is 
issued. This ID should be posted on visible 
place on the aircraft. 

All aircrafts of the Air Wing CSLI Brazil were 
registered and homologated by ANAC. 
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DECEA 

The DECEA's (Department of Air Space 
Control of the Brazilian Air Force) mission is 
to plan, manage and control activities related 
to the control of airspace, the flight protec-
tion, search and rescue service and tele-
communications aviation command.  

So, as an RPA is considered an aircraft, the 
Brazilian air space access by Remotely Pi-
loted Aircraft systems will be subject to the 
regulations of the DECEA and Regional bod-
ies permits. 

A Remotely Piloted Aircraft can only access 
the Brazilian airspace after the issuance of a 

special authorization, given by the Regional 
Body the DECEA, responsible for airspace 
where this flight will occur and according to 
the terms of this authorization. The opera-
tions of the RPAS must conform to the rules 
and existing systems, and, a priori, will not 
receive any special treatment on the part of 
air traffic control. For the unmanned aircrafts 
control and use of airspace, the DECEA cre-
ated the SARPAS. 

The SARPAS was developed with the objec-
tive of facilitating the request for access to 
Airspace to the use of Remotely Piloted Air-
craft Systems (RPAS) in Brazilian airspace. 
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Training, formation and development  

  

Report by Roberto Ortiz 

BRAZIL - Aiming at excellence in air mis-
sions, its safety and relying on aviation 
legislation, Air Wing Brazil understood 
the necessity of creation of specific 
courses for the training and formation of 
its members, leaving them able to partici-
pate in the actions in accordance with the 
standards and regulations required by 
the ANAC and DECEA. 

In this way, they created the two training 
programs: 

CFPR (Remote Pilot Formation Course) 
Program – the remote pilot training course is 
destined to the Flight Safety Technicians 
who wish to evolve in the promotion plan of 
the Air Wing and demonstrate full conditions 
for joining the ranks of officers of CSLI. 

The course is divided into two parts: 

 Theoretical: Theory of flight; Meteor-
ology; Navigation; Aeronautical 
Regulations and technical 
knowledge. All subjects will be taught 
with an emphasis on Unmanned Air-
craft operations. 

 Practical: 15 flying hours in double 
command; 5 hours of solo flight. 

Minimum requirements to join as a student 
pilot: 

 Be at least First Sergeant CSLI. 
 Present the certificate of CTSV 

(Technical Course on Flight Safety). 
 Present the Aeronautical medical cer-

tificate of 5th class. 
 Present the certificate of the CFO 

(Officer's Training Course). 

CTSV (Technical Course on Flight Safety) 
Program – this training course is destined to 
Ranks and Files of CSLI wishing to join the 
Air Wing CSLI Brazil, specifically on the 
Command of Unmanned Aircraft. 

The course is made up of the modules: 

 Air operation observer 
 Basic maintenance of prevention; 

Basic replacement of electronic com-
ponents; Assembly and disassembly 
of accessories for the transport of the 
aircraft; Inspection of the aircraft prior 
to takeoff (check list); Energy replen-
ishment for "timer" in air mission. 
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The lectures and presentations  

  

Report by Roberto Ortiz 

BRAZIL - In order to assist the competent 
entities in dissemination of Aviation 
Laws, the Air wing CSLI Brazil, created a 
lecture with the theme “Legal Drone”.  

The aim of the lectures is to make people 
aware of the proper use of unmanned air-
craft. The lectures and presentations can be 
seen as a preventive measure, to the point 
that anticipates awareness, there's not a 
large number of aircraft flying by our sky 
smiling and clear. But according to the Con-
sumer Electronics Association (CEA), Amer-

ican organization that gathers 2000 compa-
nies in the area of consumer technology, 
estimates that by the end of the year 2018 
there will be 63% of purchases of the drones 
more compared to the previous year, coming 
to value of 700,000 sold. And even with most 
of these new aircraft will be unmanned for 
the recreation, there's some concern on the 
part of the authorities. 

These lectures and presentations have been 
given in other NGOs with links to Humanitar-
ian Assistance. 
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The cooperation agreement  

  

Report by Roberto Ortiz 

BRAZIL - We think all missions are im-
portant, however, the emphasis in the 
preparation of our people and of our air-
craft is in what we believe to be of the 
utmost importance for the future of our 
planet: the environment. 

Following this ideology, the command of 
Brazil's Air Wing, signed a technical cooper-
ation agreement with the management of 
ARIE Santa Genebra Forest. 

Relevant ecological interest area (ARIE) 
Santa Genebra Forest is a federal conserva-
tion unit, managed by Foundation José Ped-
ro de Oliveira (FJPO) in conjunction with the 
Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity Con-
servation (ICMBio), autarchy linked to the 
Federal Ministry of the Environment. 

The Air Wing Brazil will assist in the preser-
vation of 251 hectares of native forest rem-
nants of the Atlantic forest. 

We will make the air patrol and surveillance 
with our unmanned aircrafts to detect out-
breaks of fires, monitoring of areas in recov-
ery, etc. 

Environmental issues that plague the planet 
are increasingly intensified, by indiscriminate 
use of primary goods, unbridled use of the 
production of consumer goods. Human ac-
tions have caused numerous imbalances 
that need to be terminated or reduced; be-
cause the "mother earth" will not be able to 
keep life on the planet for a long time if the 
consumption continues. 

 In response to these challenges, unmanned 
aircrafts have become the newest trend in 
remote sensing. Besides the lower acquisi-
tion cost when compared to traditional plat-
forms, the unmanned aircrafts bring the pos-
sibility of illicit activity monitoring in real time, 
which makes this tool an excellent alterna-
tive to the security zone and open new per-
spectives for unlawful environmental moni-
toring.  

Not long ago, unmanned aircrafts were con-
sidered purely an instrument for military mis-
sions, but now they have proved to be real 
allies in the efforts of environmental conser-
vation because it showed be much better for 
the ecological studies of the traditional patrol 
method for Earth. 

As well as advantages, stands out: are able 
to monitor areas out of the reach of humans 
and has a vision broader habitat absolutely 
animals or conservation areas, making them 
more effective in sending information. 

In comparison with the traditional method, 
proved to be more accurate, because the 
aerial view of equipment reduces the likeli-
hood, for example, of the birds being lost by 
the terrain or obstacles that block the vision 
of those who patrol on the ground, opening 
up new possibilities when it comes to more 
accurately monitor Earth's ecosystems.  

But perhaps one of the most interesting at-
tributes the use of unmanned aircrafts in 
conservation is the ability to assemble a mo-
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saic of priority areas, which allows research-
ers to monitor changes in land use, defor-
estation and planting new outbreaks or even 
principles of fire. The unmanned aircrafts are 
the eyes that were missing in the fight for the 
preservation of nature. 

And for all these actions to become possible, 
the Air Wing CSLI Brazil has an airbase of 

Unmanned Aircraft granted by the City of 
Campinas. The Airbase (BAAeNTr/CSLI 
Brazil) counts on a circular track approved in 
an area of 2,000 m², kiosks with electrical 
infrastructure to recharge batteries and a 
gymnasium with cafeteria, toilets, etc.. 
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The first mission 

 

Report by Roberto Ortiz 

BRAZIL - After several meetings with the 
Biologists of the Santa Genebra Forest 
and the effective training of members of 
the Air Wing CSLI Brazil, our first mission 
took place in 10th November 2018. 

In its first field mission, the members of the 
Air Wing made a recognition of Santa 
Genebra Forest. They Identified possible 
points of takeoff that can cover the full extent 
of the forest to draw a plan of future mis-

sions, which will be held periodically to meet 
the demand of 251 acres of preservation. 

They also have observed the most critical 
points in the forest, where it had suffered 
ravages by typhoons and fire damages, 
which should have a closer monitoring to 
verify if the forest is regeneration with your 
own resilience or need of intervention the 
biologists. 
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Autumn campaign of the CSLI Finnland 

 

Report by Juhani Hujanen 

PORVOO/LOHJA/HEINOLA/HELSINKI - 
CSLI-Finland´s autumn campaign were 
success.  

In fall days and evenings in Finland are dark 
and rainy. In this time of the year many of 
our little schoolchildren and the other peo-
ple’s walk alone on dark streets to their 
schools and other activities. Team Finland 
delivered 500 pcs. pedestrian safety reflec-
tors to primary school first and second grad-
ers. Some of the reflectors we delivered also 

handicap institutions so they can give them 
to their patients.  

Reflectors were available in the Cities of 
Porvoo, Lohja, Heinola and Helsinki. Front 
side of our reflector shows our international 
logo and on to the backside is text "jaa 
valoa" in English "share light". 

Now car and the other vehicle drivers can 
see those reflector users far enough to avoid 
an accident. 
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Donation of the  MK “Archduke Ferdinand Max” 

       

Report by Walter Martetschläger 

FOHNSDORF - With pride and with great 
joy, the Landeskommando Steiermark MK 
"Archduke Ferdinand Max" handed over 
the funds generated on the occasion of 
the charity event for the flag consecration 
to the intended recipients. 

So Ms. Sandra Rinofner, the head of the 
Lebenshilfe in the Murtal region, was 
pleased when the commander of the 
Landeskommando Styria and his deputy 
Helmut Gaisbachgrabner handed over a 
check for € 3,000. 

The volunteer fire department Fohnsdorf 
could be given € 1,500 to support the youth 
and € 500 to our pastor for serving the 
needy. 

Our thanks go to all those who helped to 
achieve such a proud result. In the small 
celebration in the village shop of the 
Lebenshilfe in Fohnsdorf one man was es-
pecially thanked: The chairman of the works 
council of VOEST Alpine, who selflessly put 
himself at the service of the cause. He was 
honored with the Gold Star of Honor of the 
Lazarus Union. 

For a small group, as we are in Styria, it is 
an uplifting feeling to do justice to our mis-
sion in the International Lazarus Union. 

For the next year is already eagerly crafted 
at a new fundraiser. 
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A New Team and Charitable Activities 

 

Report by Roberto Ortiz and Yann Cutin 

FRANCE - Last year the Executive Board of 
the Lazarus Union decided to change the 
entire team of CSLI France and to put in 
place new members with the true devotion 
to the humanitarian and charitable actions. 

This new team, lead by Yann Cutin, has been 
working very hard, and in 2018 they have al-
ready organized 7 missions to help others. A 
fine and good example for all National Com-
mands to follow and that makes the Executive 
Board very happy and sure about the decision 
of choosing new members for France.  

Yann, himself, briefly explains the missions of 
CSLI France. 

CSLI France's first mission in aid of a 
school complex in MADAGASCAR. CSLI 
France donated 17 cardboard boxes of A4 and 
A3 sheets of white paper which represent 68 
packs of 500 sheets of paper each. 

The school complex consists in 3 elementary 
schools attended by 523 children ages ranging 
from 7 to 10 years old. We've been in contact 
with a charity to make the donation possible.  

CSLI France's second mission in 
MADAGASCAR aided the DIEGO-SUAREZ 
charity which is linked to the emergency ser-
vices on the island. Equipment was donated 
to Madagascar's Fire Department: 1800 me-
ters of pipe and 4 fire hoses were donated. 
Further missions with this charity will be taking 
place in 2018 and 2019. 

Recycling operation of spectacles in aid of 
a hospital in Benin. The donation was made 
possible thanks to an optician in the region of 
Alsace who's been working with CSLI France 
on the mission. 

Following our humanitarian mission 
DIEGO-SUAREZ, we made a new donation 
to the Fire Department: 80 fire coats for 
MADAGASCAR's firefighters. The equipment 
was given by the firefighters of Moselle and 
Var. 

CSLI France mission in aid of the island of 
ANJOUAN, in Comore. CSLI France gave 
medical equipment to a clinic administered 
by a personal assistance association and 
equipped only by volunteers. This donation 
consists in sterile towels, compresses, band-
ages, operating material, tubes for blood test 
or intravenous injections, single-use latex 
gloves and protection masks.  

Humanitarian mission in aid of the island of 
MOHELI, in Comore. Donation of 160 packs 
of pain killer medicine such as « Dafalgan ». 
The medicine was sent to the clinic of the 
island to cure fevers and pains.  

Donation of 3 wheelchairs for the patients 
of a hospital in MADAGASCAR. We've had 
to fix them so that they become usable again 
as they were meant for the trash. 
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Christmas bags for people in need 

 

Von links: Ingrid Kohle (Secretary of the Tafel Burgkunstadt), Katja Dietel und Sven Dietel mit ihren Töchtern Alexa und Leni, 
Ulrike Kuhn (2nd Chairwoman of the Tafel Burgkunstadt), Hermann Dietrich Streit, sowie Bernd Wenzel (2nd Chairman of the 
STK Lettenreuth) 

Report by Sven Dietel und Sven Tratschitt 

BURGKUNSTADT – On 20th December 
2018 representatives of the CSLI Ger-
many and of the STK Lettenreuth came 
together in the premises of the “Tafel 
Burgkunstadt” in order to hand out the 
Christmas gifts for the ninth time in a row 
for the clients of the “table for people in 
need”.  

The distribution started on 3 o’clock p.m. and 
already at 12 o’clock the first families waited 
in front of the doors of the town hall. They 
could not wait to receive the presents. This 
year the kids got 120 bags with sweets and 
the adults 74 bags with sausages.  

The National Commander Sven Dietel 
thanked all members, friends and sponsors 
for the support of the Christmas campaign 
especially the STK Lettenreuth, the Grand 
Priories of the Hospitaller Order of Saint 
Lazarus of Jerusalem (Grandpriory Ger-
many) and the Rewe-supermarket Höppner 
who especially helped to realise this project.  

The volunteers of the „Tafel Burgkunstadt 
e.V.” were very happy about the recurring 
generous donation of the Corps Saint Laza-
rus International und thanked on behalf of 
the executive board and all those who oc-
cupy the “Tafel”.  
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German Knightly Order of St. Peter & Paul hand out gifts to children 

  

Report by Lothar Gellert                                                                                December 2018 

LENGERICH - For the first time this year, 
the German Knightly Order of St. Peter & 
Paul handed out gifts to children regis-
tered at the “Lengericher Tafel”. 

In a pre-Christmas atmosphere, the Grand 
Master and his family, together with the 
friends of the Order, Harald and Hannelore 
Ladusch, packed a total of 240 small Christ-
mas bags containing a few sweets and a 
small Santa Claus for the children. 

Our Order wanted to set a signal that we too 
do not forget the children who represent our 
future. 

A large box with the ready-packed Christmas 
bags could then be handed over to the vol-
unteer helpers of the “Tafel” under the lead 
of Mrs. G. Struck. The helpers of the “Tafel” 
have taken over handing out this Christmas 
surprise to all registered children. 
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Three-digit sum for the German Maritime Search and Rescue Service 
(DGZRS) 

 

Report by Lothar Gellert                                                                                December 2018 

LENGERICH - The German National 
Command of the Naval Comradeship 
Archduke Ferdinand Max supports the 
German Maritime Search and Rescue 
Service by small donation collecting 
boats. Once a year all operators of these 
donation collecting boats will be asked to 
look at the amounts and to transfer the 
donated money to the DGZRS.  

The National Command of Germany placed 
the collecting boats in 2018 and now it was 
time to see how much money there was in-
side the three boats. It could be noticed that 
there was much more money in the boats 

placed in restaurants compared to the boat 
placed in the showroom of a car dealer. 
Concerning the purchase or repair of a car 
people do not generally pay cash.  

In total there were 150 Euro inside the dona-
tion collecting boats that was now donated 
for the DGZRS. 

It shall not be concealed that there is another 
amount up to 150 Euro collected by dona-
tions on the occasion of the birthday of the 
National Commander. So the National 
Command of Germany could donate 300 
Euro in total.  
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Group member happy about aid activities of young people 

 

Report by Lothar Gellert                                                                                December 2018 

DEUTSCHLAND - The German Knightly 
Order St. Peter & Paul, group member of 
the Lazarus Union was happy about the 
will to help of young people in the month 
leading up to Christmas. In Germany sev-
eral organisations and associations col-
lect plastic caps of bottles. These plastic 
caps were given to official assembly cen-
tres and then recycled. From the proceed 
of this serum against polio will be pur-
chased.  

Now a large number of collected plastic caps 
could be given to official assembly centres 
and this was another contribution for the fight 
against polio.  

Besides the successful collection campaign 
in the region of Hannover - this has been 
realized by our Grand Commander and 
member of the Lazarus Union Brigitte Gellert 

for a long time - now the students of the of 
the Grandmaster of the Order and member 
of the Lazarus Union who lectures at the 
Federal University of Applied Administrative 
Science were very successful in filling up the 
collective boxes placed in the classrooms. It 
was a great joy to see that the idea to help is 
of great importance especially for young 
people. It could be noticed that the students 
encouraged each other to drop their plastic 
caps into the placed collective boxes. Many 
of the students brought along many bags 
filled with plastic caps from home.  

At the beginning of the year a new study 
section will start at the Federal University of 
Applied Administrative Science and we hope 
that those students who will continue their 
training at our Federal University after having 
completed their period of practical time also 
have the willingness to collect plastic caps.  
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German Knightly Order of St. Peter & Paul hand out gifts to children 

 

Report by Lothar Gellert                                                                                December 2018 

LENGERICH - The German Knightly Order 
St. Peter & Paul (Group member of the 
Lazarus Union) could also hand out in 
December a large number of used but 
best clothes, linen and table linen to the 
clothes shop of the German Red Cross 
(DRK) named “Jacke wie Hose” in 
Lengerich/Germany.  

This was not only possible by the help of the 
members of the Order but by the support of 
two friends of the Order who play an active 
part in the activities of the Order although 

they are no members. We are especially 
happy about the fact that there are people 
who not only care about the others but who 
actively stand up for those in need.  

Especially in the Pre-Christmas time these 
clothing donations were appreciated. Many 
of the clothes found its way “under the 
Christmas tree” and made one or the other 
person happy.  
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   IINN  MMEEMMOORRIIAAMM     

People enter our lives and accompany us for a while. 
Some remain forever, for they leave their traces in our 
hearts. 
 

Oberst i.R. Reinhard Wassertheurer      † 16.08.2013 

Erich Kadlec         † 12.10.2014 

Horst Schöffmann         † 22.02.2016 

Mag. Werner Hartmann        † 12.08.2016 

Prof. Mag. Gerhard Steinmetz MSc       † 06.11.2016 

Manfred Renner        † 09.11.2017 

Stefan Mitsch         † 18.04.2018 
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