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A report by Spectator
VIENNA - On February 18th, 2017, the
statutory LAZARUS UNION general assembly took place. 94,5% of all persons,
sub-organisations, and group members
entitled to vote were present either in
person or by granting authority to the
president. Of the delegates not present,
three were excused and five not excused.
Quite impressive figures.
Everything was perfectly prepared and
thanks go to comrade Alexander Schütz
(restaurant of the Kuchelau marina) who
provided the location for free. Only the president’s computer with all the documents and
presentations turned out to be uncooperative
and had to be replaced at short notice.
The general assembly was opened with only
five minutes delay with an unusual request to
speak by Rudi Murt who asked the president
to be allowed to give a statement before the
official part. A little “bemused“ president
granted him to speak.

What came then was one-of-a-kind: The
general assembly gave the president “standing ovations“ for his work and for reaching
goals nobody with the LAZARUS UNIONS
would even have dared to dream about a
few years ago.
The president was noticeably moved!
Then it got going. A LAZARUS UNION general assembly never is a sedate affair. Important decisions with international consequences have to be made and a lot of work
has to be divided up.
After a welcome address by the president,
commemoration of all passed members took
place with a short prayer spoken by Father
Stefan.
Approval of the agenda was just a technicality and unanimously, just as the waiver of the
reading out of last year’s GA minutes.
Fortunately there were no expulsions in
2016, in contrast 1,348 new members could
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be welcomed, now formally appreciated by
the general assembly. The total number of
members world-wide is way more than
21,000.
As the statute changes had been published
several weeks in advance on the LAZARUS
UNION web site and many change requests
and improvements were already considered,
the discussion was quick and the statute
changes were approved unanimously.
Earlier, the president explained that with the
new statutes EVERY member has a chance
to be voted into EVERY position of the
LAZARUS UNION. The privilege was until
now only reserved for a small group of about
50 members. The full leader’s competence is
now with the country organisations and
group members who will send between one
and four members to future general assemblies, depending on their number of members, or grant their vote to the president. So
quick decisions and shaping of the future of
the LAZARUS UNIUON will be provided,
regardless of which country will provide the
president.
By pointing to the web pages which are always up-to-date the president abstained
from a detailed 2016 retrospective, only focusing on the absolute highlight, the nomination of the LAZARUS UNION for the Nobel
Prize for Peace and expressed his pride and
his thanks to all LAZARUS UNION members
who made this incredible international success possible.
Following was the report of the treasurer,
Monika Gries. Without going into detail readers are referred to the written report in the
attachment. The report of the auditors was
presented by Josef Maria Gebel (auditor
Adolf Helmut Neidhart was absent due to
illness) and by formally requesting to discharge the treasurer and the board the item
was closed.
The general assembly approved this request
unanimously and so the treasurer and the
board were formally discharged with regard
to the year 2016. Unanimously elected as
auditors for the current office period were
Monika Gries (the office of treasurer was
passed on to Rosemarie Murth-Brich) and
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Josef Maria Gebel. Both accepted their election. The change from Adolf Helmut Neidhart
to Monika Gries was necessary as according
to the statutes the director of the board of
management cannot be an auditor at the
same time.
The next topic covered the confirmation of
co-opted members of the board of management of the LAZARUS UNION as new “regular“ board elections are only due as of 2018,
according to the statutes.
Unanimously co-opted into the board of
management were:






Roberto Ortiz (1st Vice President),
Ludwig Brunner (2nd Vice President),
Friedrich Lentner (Vice President
Music Corps),
Rosemarie Murth-Brich (Treasurer),
Peter Scherer (Vice Treasurer).

The rest of the board was not changed as
well as the directorate, which was also approved by the General assembly unanimously.
The work of the LAZARUS UNION in the
various United Nations bodies, meetings,
and conferences was discussed and thanks
were expressed to the delegates of the
LAZARUS UNION at the United Nations in
New York, Geneva, and Vienna. It was discussed that the LAZARUS UNION should
apply for the “General Consultative Status“
as NGO with the UN (the highest status possible for an NGO at the United Nations). For
information: Currently 300,000 unions are
registered as NGO. “Special Consultative
Status“ is provided for approx. 3000 NGOs,
one of which is the Lazarus Union (CSLI).
The CSLI aims to reach the status “General
Consultative“, subordinate directly to the UN
Secretary General. This status is held currently by only 142 NGOs.
We will see if we succeed. Nobody would
have believed in a Nobel Price for Peace
2017 nomination after all!
A most impressive item was the report of the
LAZARUS UNION music chief, bandmaster
Friedrich Lentner. While being documented

15TH EDITION

SAINT LAZARUS-MAGAZINE

on our web pages anyhow, the concentrated
presentation of the national and international
activities 2016 was most impressive.



2017 will be some “consolidation“ as trips to
Germany and probably China are already
planned for 2018 as well as many appearances in Austria. For their work, bandmaster
Friedrich Lentner (LAZARUS UNION Music
Corps Golden Star of Honour) vice band
master Barbara Zisser (LAZARUS UNION
Music Corps Silver Star of Honour) received
awards as thanks.



An important topic was the planning of our
2018 investiture at Göttweig monastery.
Tasks were discussed and responsible team
leaders were assigned. If everyone completes their assigned tasks the work is not
much for everyone and we can all enjoy our
most important event. Thank you to all comrades who took over these tasks.
No proposals had been submitted and there
were no requests to speak, so with “any other business“ some awards could be presented.









Kapitän a.D. Hans Rudolf Gries:
Grand Star of Mercy
Mr. Herbert Alexander Bauer:
Foundation Grand Cross
Mr. Wolfgang Leitner: Navy Cross
of the CSLI Navy Corps
Ms. Monika Gries: CSLI Merit Cross
with Star
Mr. Friedrich Lentner: Music Corps
Golden Star of Honour
Ms. Barbara Zisser: Music Corps
Silver Star of Honour
Mr. Erwin Matzka:Medal of Humanity
Ms. Erika Theissl: Member Cross

Congratulations!
The president closed the general assembly
at 18:40 and thanked comrade Friedrich
Jares for bring once again this year his wonderful cream horns. Thank you, they were
delicious as always.
In the restaurant of the Kuchelau Marina this
concordant, constructive, and work-filled
LAZARUS UNION general assembly 2017
found a companionable ending.

The following comrades present received
awards:
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High Award for President
Senator Prof. h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt

Report by „Spectator“
SANKT PÖLTEN - On March 14th 2017 the
Governor of Lower Austria, Dr. Erwin
Pröll, handed out awards of the Province
of Lower Austria to deserved persons in
the great conference hall of the provincial
parliament of Lower Austria.
In the presence of almost the whole provincial government (which had to decide about
the awards), of the president of the parliament, the leaders of the parliamentary clubs,
members of the parliament and many personalities of public life, the „Decoration of
Honour in Silver for Services to the Province
of Lower Austria“ was handed out to our
president.
In the laudation the professional and social
career of our president was mentioned as
well as the achievement of the international
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recognition of the LAZARUS UNION as an
„organization of Lower Austria“.
An ensemble of the Military Corps of Lower
Austria arranged the musical background for
this very worthy and unforgettable celebration.
Hereafter the guests were invited to the (almost legendary) lavish buffet. As guests of
our president his wife Vera Steinhardt,
Grandmaster Harry Tomek and his wife,
MDC Reinhard Graf and his wife, the Vice
President of the LAZARUS UNION Chev.
Ludwig Brunner and Mrs. Gertrude Liska
took part in this ceremony.
Congratulations to our president for his merited award!
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UNOG Director-General’s Meeting with NGOs
23th February 2017

Report by Frederic Währen-Würth
GENEVA - About 180 diplomats and UN
delegates accepted the invitation from
UNOG Director General Mr. Michael
Moller to the 5th bi-annual meeting. He
began his very comprehensive opening
speech by saying that these meetings are
very important to him and help him feel
the “temperature” of the concerns of the
NGO / NGO community.



In a translated summary, the most important
points of his speech were:


In 2017, we will continue to follow the
three objectives of the UN – Peace,
Human Rights and Welfare. Under
the leadership of the new SecretaryGeneral, Antonio Guterres, who began in office in 2017, one of the im-
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mediate priorities is “diplomacy for
peace”. Prevention is becoming increasingly important on the agenda
of the international community.
Because of the global challenges, a
reform of the UN is urgently needed
and three priorities have been set.
The first is the reform of the functioning and architecture of peace, as well
as focusing on the security strategy,
around the efforts of peacekeeping,
regarding the prevention of crises
and the maintenance of peace in
post-conflict countries. Secondly, the
Secretary-General wants to implement a reform of the UN system,
based on coordination and responsibility, for the implementation of the
objectives of sustainable development of climate change, according to
the Paris Action Plan. Third, reforms
6
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to the UN’s internal management are
being made to make this decentralized organization more transparent
and efficient in its bureaucratic structures.
In terms of peace and security, UNOGeneva plays an important role in the
context of an increasingly polarized
and fragmented world. The Palais
des Nations will host further talks on
Syria while at the beginning of this
year UNOG hosted the conference in
Cyprus. Additionally, UNO-Geneva
will deal with the consequences of
the armed conflict in Georgia.
The “International Gender Champions Initiative”, launched in Geneva in
2015, continues to grow. In New
York, the Secretary-General will start
a new chapter next month. Vienna
and Nairobi will accede. The directive
contains clear responsibilities for the
implementation and data on women
in the UNOG. In 2015, 34.4% were in
UNOG leadership positions. By the
end of 2016, it was 41%. In the offices, it was 48%.
Our library is on the way to becoming
a modern knowledge platform. Almost 100 years of knowledge about
support for solving global problems
needs to be processed. The project
for the digitization of the archives of
the League of Nations has also begun.
UNOG is a driving force in the cultural diplomatic scene in Geneva. In
2016, we hosted more than 100 cultural activities and events organized
by Member States. More than 30
events (discussions, seminars, book
presentations, etc.) took place in the
library, some of them with NGOs.
The revised UNOG Museum attracts
many visitors with its permanent exhibition “From the League of Nations
to the United Nations”.









Many NGO members are active in
the UN Human Rights Council. Over
150 sessions were held in 10 weeks.
That is 50% more than the 100% of
the budgetary sessions. UNOG does
not have enough resources and we
are looking for additional funds. The
Palais has reached its physical Limits.
Construction of the new office building is imminent. The start of construction is scheduled for September
2017. Completion is scheduled for 28
months after signing the contract.
The refurbishment of the existing
building takes place in two phases.
Conference Centre A is almost finished. The execution planning for
phase 2, for the rest of the Palais,
has just begun.
Safety requirements have increased
massively. Vehicle checks are carried
out as well as automatic access control for ground pass holders. Only 4
doors (Porten) are still open for magnetic stripe ground pass Access.
Finally, some statistics on NGO engagement in the Palais des Nations.
In 2016 NGOs organized 75 events
(conferences, seminars, workshops,
etc.). Half of them were concerned
with the implementation of sustainable development. In 2016, 4,277 representatives of 864 NGOs with consultative status were accredited at
ECOSOC, UNOG. This is 9.5% more
than last year. The number of accredited NGOs has increased by 50%
since 2013. This positive development will continue in the coming
years.

After the presentation, the numerous questions and votes from the the plenary meeting
were responded to. Mr Moeller was commended for his great commitment and his
“open ear” to the NGOs and their representatives.
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International Day of the UN Peacekeepers
23th February 2017

Report by Frederic Währen-Würth
GENEVA - At this international day of the
UN peacekeepers (blue berets) that takes
place every year the UNO Geneva honours more than one million men and
women who did their services under the
UN flag since the first mission in 1948
and who are still doing that.
In this period from 1948 until 2017 more than
3.500 persons of these peace keeping
troops lost their lives during their peace missions, either by terrorism, by rebel attacks or
by serious accidents in the respective operational areas.

of A.S.I.P. (Association International des
Soldates de la Paix).
A school class from Lyon handed out to the
UNO Geneva several messages of peace,
handicrafts and a painting.
After this ceremony the participants went to
the big Chamber which is provided for 750
people for an informative panel discussion
with the following speakers:



At the United Nations Memorial Stone in the
Ariana Park the participants remembered the
fallen soldiers by laying down a wreath and
honoured their worthily work in several
speeches. Speakers were Mr. Michael
Moeller, Director General of the UNO Geneva and Mr. Laurent Attar-Bayrou, President
SAINT LAZARUS-MAGAZINE
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Ziad Al Hussein, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights
Jean-Pierre Lacroix, UN Undersecretary of State for peace keeping operations.
Kirstin Lund, Major General (first
female UN Force Commander, operational area Cyprus 2014 – 2016)
Marie-Christine Lüssi Umuhoza,
(rescued person by the forces of the
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UN and UN-Capt +Mbaye Diagne+)in
the genocide of Ruanda 1994
Ahmad Fawzi, moderator (Chief
Speaker of the UN-High Commissioner for refugees)

In this panel discussion the participants
mainly described their reports on experience
and their personal observations and they
talked about the topic „To investigate in
peace around the world – development of a
culture of peace“. A video massage from the
Secretary General of the UN Antonio Guterre
and an exciting presentation of photos about
several operational areas underlined the
spoken words. The panel discussion was
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finished with a wide-ranging opportunity for
questions. Especially the pupils from Lyon
fortunately were involved with partly critical
questions.
This event was organised by the information
service of the United Nations together with
the International Association of the Soldiers
of Peace A.S.I.P. and the organisation of
Capt. Mbaye Diagne+, the Peace Keeper of
Senegal, who saved 1.000 lives during the
genocide of Ruanda. On May 8th 2017 the
United Nations Security Council created with
the resolution No 2154 the „Capt Mbaye
Diagne Medal“ for extraordinary courage.
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Investiture of the Knighthood of Honour

Report by Oliver Gruber-Lavin
FURTH - On April 29th the yearly investiture
ceremony of the Knighthood of Honour of
the Lazarus Union took place at the Benedictine Monastery Göttweig which was
founded in 1083. Besides many members
and friends from Austria lots of international guests (Canada, England, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Poland…) showed up. 43
Dames and Knights of Honour, 19 Expectants and Postulants, 38 flags and banners,
26 musicians, Boy Scouts from Furt and
Gföhl, friendly orders, comrades of the Veteran’s Association, voluntary fire service,
the Federal Army, different emergency organisations, relatives and numerous guests
formed the beautiful frame for this investiture.
Solemnly entering
Accompanied by a drum roll the entering started. At first – after the bearers of the crucifix –
the corps banner of the Lazarus Union, the
banners of friendly organizations as well as a
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delegation of the Radetzky Order, of the Order
of the Knights of St. Michael and more delegations of confederated orders and associations
entered the nave.
As the „Pappenheimer March“ was played the
uniformed members of the CSLI and the
Dames and Knights of Honour, the Commanders, Grandt Commaders, Grand Cross Knights
as well as the members of the Chapter and the
Chief Prefect followed. The banners of the
Knights of Honour and the sword-bearers
formed the end of this section.
Next the „main actors“ of the investiture, the
Expectants and Postulants, moved in.
To the sounds of the CSLI-Fanfare the Grand
Master – accompanied by his banner –, the
ministrants and also the high clergy formed the
end of this impressive parade.
The Austrian national anthem was then played
and so the ceremonial move-in was finished.
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Holy Mass

The Grand Master fixed the mourning sash at
the Corps Banner.

Then followed the personal welcome by the
Grand Master. He especially thanked the Monastery Göttweig that made the investiture possible and he especially welcomed the celebrant
of the Holy Mass, the Federal Chaplain of the
Lazarus Union P.Mag. Stephan Schnitzer
OSB. The celebrant entered solemnly the
church to the sounds of the song „Wohin soll
ich mich wenden“. Thereafter the celebrant
started with the Holy Mass of the feast of Saint
Catherine of Siena, nun, church teacher patron
saint of Europe.
The Holy Mass came to end with the song
„Großer Gott wir loben Dich“.
Investiture Ceremony
The Postulants and Expectants as well as the
Grand Master with his banner left the church to
get their mantles that were carried folded on
the left forearm.
Accompanied by the sounds of the „Erzherzog
Albrecht March“ the Postulants and Expectants
as well as the Grand Master with his banner
moved in solemnly and went to their places.
Now the Grand Master welcomed the present
members and guests:
…. To the sounds of the „Erzherzog Albrecht
March“ one of the most beautiful traditional
marches in Austria we preluded our investiture.
Today we celebrate our 13th investiture ceremony of the Knights of Honour and we are
proud that it can take place at the wonderful
Monastery Göttweig. We thank the most appreciated abbot of the Monastery Göttweig and
our Federal Chaplain, Father Stephan
Schnitzer OSB, who made this come true. …
Then followed the traditional remembrance of
the deceased comrades. Three Dames of
Honour left the ceremonial area and went to
the entrance of the church – accompanied by a
drum roll. To the sounds of the choral „Nearer
my God to thee“ they returned with the mourning sash and the roll of honour. They handed
out the mourning sash to the Grand Master.
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In remembrance of:
Reinhard Wassertheurer, Erich Kadlec,
Brian Olive, Horst Schöffmann, Werner
Hartmann, Gerhard Steinmetz
The Music Corps played the music piece „I had
a Comrade“ and the banners were lowered for
great salutation.
An important part of every investiture is the
renewal of the officer‘s promise. After the „announcement signal“ the Corps Banner came
forward and the officers in charge took their
position to the right and left of the banner. The
officer‘s promise was read out and all the present officers answered the question „Do you
promise that?“…… „I promise!“
After the address of the Grand Master the investiture ceremony of the Knight Expectants
began.
Each Expectant was called on his name and
the Grand Master asked him in front of the
assembled Knights and Dames of Honour:
……“is it your free will to aspire the Knighthood
of Honour of the Lazarus Union?“ After having
accepted the Grand Chancellor dressed them
with the basic mantle which was closed by the
Grand Master. The Grand Master now handed
out the insignias to the Expectant. After the
brotherly kiss by the Grand Master the
„Knight/Dame Expectant“ was presented to the
audience accompanied by the sounds of the
CSLI-Fanfare.
The following comrades were appointed to be
a „Dame Expectant“ and „Knight Expectant“:
Brigitte Gellert, Christina
Philip Saviz, Friedrich
Haschka, Hans Jürgen
Volnhals, Manfred Renner,
Thomas Brecht, Uwe Pott

Gellert, Babak
Ehn, Günter
Eul, Leopold
Markus Hackl,

Afterwards the Grand Master described the
procedure of the Investiture Ceremony of the
new Knights and Dames of Honour.
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After the appointment of the Knight and Dame
Expectants we now come to the real highlight
of the investiture ceremony:

Afterwards the new Knight of Honour entered
the semicircle of the Knights after having received the decree.

The admission of the Knights and Dames of
Honour to the Knighthood of Honour of the
Lazarus Union from which no Knight or Dame
can resign on his own inititave. Therefore the
postulants have to answer two questions, that
have to be answered officially.

Ordained as Knights of Honour were:

Only afterwards the Grand Master accepts the
postulants in the community and hands out the
symbols of the Knighthood. The sword, the
mantle and the Knight’s insignia. The appointment is finished with the accolade.
To honour the new Knight resp. Dame the
Knight Fanfare of the Lazarus Union will be
played and all banners will be lowered for great
salutation.
The music piece is the „KREUZRITTERFANFARE“.
After all Postulants got the accolade the Expectants and new Knights of Honour will stand
in semicircle around the Grand Master in order
to internalize this ceremony with a ceremonial
hymn.
Now the Knights and Dames of Honour to be
invested were called on their names.
The Postulants handed out their mantles to the
Grand Chancellor. Then the Grand Master
asked them whether they „…..want to belong
to our community on their own free will and to
accept our mission?“ and whether they are
aware what it means „to be a member of this
community“. After having answered „I want it
with all my heart!“ and „Yes, I am!“ the Grand
Master welcomed them in the Knighthood of
Honour of the Lazarus Union with the following
words: „By virtue of my office and with this
symbolic accolade you are a member of our
Knighthood of Honour from now on and I welcome you brotherly in our circle“.
While the CSLI-Fanfare was sounded the new
member was presented to the audience.
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Christopher Vlasic, Franz Graf, Franz
Lentner, Guido Mancusi, Herbert Alexander
Bauer, Lothar Gellert, Thomas Laserer,
Alan Wooley, Piotr Jakub Pniewski,
Wladzimierz Henry Zabka
In conclusion of the solemn investiture the
Grand Master spoke the „Saint Francis Prayer“
together with the audience.
After the Music Corps played „Sword of Austria“ the promotion and award ceremony started.
The following persons were honoured:
Univ.Prof.i.R.
Dr.Josef
Michael
Schramm with the Grand Cross of the Knighthood of Honour and Gen.Mjr.CSLI Bernd
Höhle-Kleinertz with the special rank of the
Great Honorary Star of the Lazarus Union.
To the sounds of the „Lazarus Union March“
the investiture ceremony was finished.
The „Brucker Lagermarsch“ was played and all
present moved out the church and took their
position on the stairs of the collegiate church
for the usual photo.
The music was carried out perfectly by the
Music Corps of the Lazarus Union under the
direction of the conductor Fritz Lentner (incl.
the plaza concert before the Holy Mass on the
place in front of the collegiate church). A big
compliment.
Finale
The solemn investiture ceremony was terminated with a champagne reception at the assembly hall of the Monastery. Afterwards all
guests met for the gala dinner at the Monastery restaurant.
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Impressions:
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13th Air Day for handicapped people
24th June 2017

Report by “Spectator”
STOCKERAU - On June 24th, 2017, our
13th Air Day for people with special needs
took place at Stockerau airfield (LAOU),
with the essential support of our honour
member FSV 2000 (Flugsportverein
Stockerau) once again assisting us with
their complete infrastructure, lunch, and
four aircraft. Said beforehand: We could
again provide a beautiful and accident
free air day to our 300 guests. All preparations had been done the day before to
guarantee a smooth event (tables and
benches had been set up, the drinks had
been put into the fridges, barriers had
been set up etc. etc.).
First a few statistics:
Aircraft in action: 2x Cessna 182, 5x Cessna
172, 1x Piper PA-28, 1x helicopter AB-206
Jet Ranger and 1x helicopter Schweitzer
HU-30. There have never been so many
aircraft.
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Catering: 600 litres soft drinks, 500 pairs of
sausages, 650 pieces of cake, 50 litres coffee.
More than 350 guests attended, 200 of
which actually got to fly. 29 helicopter flights
and 67 plane flights were successfully completed. Special thanks go the director of operations and the tower crew of the airfield for
providing really smooth flight operations. The
number of takeoffs and landings handled
(there were other flights as well) would well
fit for a mid-sized airport busy day. Terrific
job done. Once again: THANK YOU!
In total 92 LAZARUS UNION members were
on duty for this air day, providing smooth
operations at the “check in“, “boarding“,
medical service, security, care, and entertainment. (“Radio Lazarus“ also this year
provided entertainment, interviews, and information to our guests) To personally address all members in front of and behind the
curtain would blow up this report far and
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away, so a big thank you and appreciation
go here to all those involved.

after which they received their flight ticket
and food vouchers.

The preparation of the event started four
months in advance and “consumed“ in total
more than 350 hours of work.

Then there was a “security check“ after
which the guests entered the boarding area
where they were awaited by our ground
crews, receiving all necessary flight information. A special guidance system (passenger lists, tickets, briefing areas, and planes
had the same colour code) ensured that everybody could reach their designed plane
safely and without any stress, assisted by
the ground crews. Also wheel chairs were
guided to their plane safely and proficiently.

Acknowledgements:
Thanks also go to our sponsors who provided donations in kind (drinks, cakes, small
gifts for our guests etc.) and such contributed to the success of the event. They will be
listed at the end of this report.
Thanks go also to the pilots who took the
main responsibility for our passengers and
who did all the flying at absolutely no charge.
It was the hottest day of the year so far and
only the guests who participated at a flight
and were able to leave the plane “well
warmed“ can somehow imagine what it
meant to sit in the “quite warm“ plane for
almost 6 hours, considering that these small
aircraft have no air condition! But then the
passengers had an overwhelming flying experience, almost like in the first days of aviation.
The performance:
As already stated it was the hottest day of
the year so far. This meant that the airplanes
could not be operated at their full (normal)
takeoff weight and the weight limits had to be
monitored very carefully.
So many times only two instead of three
passengers could be loaded which provided
for some shifting in the flight plans, meaning
that several guests had to wait longer. But
for us as well as our pilots “safety first“ is
immoveable. This was communicated by
“Radio Lazarus“ and accepted by all guests.
The reward was an air day without any
events and despited these difficulties all registered (and a few unregistered) guests were
able to get their “air lift“.
Security first checked the names of the
guests before they were sent to the “check
in“. There they had to sign their transport
contract (this is a requirement even for free
flights because of security and insurance),
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All starts were in formation and it looked really impressive when six to eight planes
started in rapid succession. After a 20 minute scenery flight all planes landed again
one after another, so the next (already
briefed) passengers waiting could get their
flight.
It took a lot of work and trouble to have all
this running smoothly but the sparkling eyes
of our small and big guests after the flight
were the biggest reward, making up for all
the troubles. It was fantastic to be able to
provide these little joys to others, all according to the motto and the mission statement of
the LAZARUS UNION.
Our guests:
Once again this year the variation and the
mixture of our guests was manifold and colourful in the best sense of the words.
Besides
old
guests
of
the
HILFSGEMEINSCHAFT DER BLINDEN
UND SEHBEHINDERTEN ÖSTERREICHS
(Austrian association of blind and partially
sighted people, many already attended our
very first air day) we could welcome many
private guests (who registered via our web
site).
New guests this time were
Children and adults form the “RAINBOWS“
Organisation and 18 boys from the Vienna
Boys’ Choir with their educators. The Vienna
Boys’ Choir together with the Austrian Army
Guards Band (partner band of our music
corps with which we have a friendship treaty)
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donated the net profit from their last spring
concert to the “RAINBOWS“ Organisation
and so the idea was to bring these two organisations together.
As our president was a member of the Vienna Boys’ Choir himself between1957 and
1960 and still has good contacts to the organisation (in 2016 the LAZARUS UNION
investiture took place at the Palais Augarten,
the residence of the Vienna Boys’ Choir) this
was an easy task.
But on this day the Vienna Boys’ Choir could
just be boys without uniforms and so were
able to participate at the flights, fire engine
rides by the voluntary fire brigade Spillern,
old-timer rides, or lifts with the fire engine
platform from the voluntary fire brigade
Großweikersdorf to have a look at the event
from 30m altitude “anonymously“. Both fire
brigades are our friends for a long time already and thanks go to their commanders as
well as the old-timer group for their participation at our air day.

the group “Lebenshilfe Judenburg“ which
enabled us to present their achievements to
an applauding audience. All medal winners
were awarded with the LAZARUS UNION
“Lazarus Cross for Special Achievements“
as a visual appreciation and the LAZARUS
UNION president, Senator Prof.h.c. Wolfgang Steinhardt, had the honour to provide
the awards in the name of the LAZARUS
UNION.
Also comrades from the Austrian Comradeship Union took the chance to visit us on this
day.
We could also welcome dear guests of the
Caritas Horn, of the county residential care
home Eggenburg, of the social therapy society and many other visitors. Thanks to all for
this wonderful day together, according to our
motto:
„CREATING
TOGETHER“

NEW

PERSPECTIVES

Further guests to welcome were medal winners from the last “Paralympic Games“ from
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Impressions of the 13th Air Day for handicapped people
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Lazarus Orphange Programme 2017

Report by Dr.Balavendria Anthony
JAKARTA - This a St Lazarus of Indonesia , Malaysia orphanage programme in
collaboration with st Vincent de paul Orphanage in Jakarta Indonesia.
This orphanage is managed by the sisters of
st Vincent de Paul in Jakarta Indonesia, St
Lazarus (CSLI) Indonesia provide basic
needs for this orphanage children monthly

children’s are left on the street by their parents as the children are poor and are victim
of the system.
If there are any contributors from Lazarus
international are welcome as the sisters are
managing this orphanage by faith ,every
penny goes to the poorest of the poor. There
are total 100 orphans who need food shelter
and daily needs.

This funds comes from the family of Lef col
Dr Anee megawati and major Jayanti who
are Lazarus chapter members of Indonesia
and Lazarus Malaysia do also contribute to
their good work.

We provide whatever we are able to provide
to help this st Vincent de Paul orphanage
and its st lazarus programme for the poorest
of the poor its on-going Project.

The st vicent de paul orphanage provide
shelter to orphans of all faith , where this

GOD BLESS THE GIVER AND THE PROVIDER!
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Deescalation workshop for rescue workers

Report by Bernd Höhle
KÖTHEN - It could happen to any of us. A
fire in the house, an accident with the car
or a foreign person needs medical help.
It’s good to know that there is emergency
personnel like the fire brigade and the
emergency physician. But unfortunately
the past has shown that even emergency
personnel again and again needs help
during their missions. Escalation and
violent attacks during rescue operations
become more and more frequently. Ignorance and an incorrect assessment of the
situation lead to the fact that the persons
concerned reach their limits and act incorrectly. Therefore first aiders are more
and more prevented to do their job on
site although human lives are at stake.
Due to legal bases It is not easy for helpers to react correctly and afterwards
things become more and more difficult.
For this reason we want to support many
emergency personnel in a forward-looking
manner by offering them the opportunity for
self-help in special workshops without influ19

encing the right of the other side or injuring
their physical integrity.
One of the first special workshops was realised by long-standing experts in this area
who are specialised in martial arts. Under
the direction of SOF-Corps Commander and
CSLI GenMjr Bernd Höhle this project was
carried out during the „Emergency Days of
Köthen“ in the German „Bundesland“ Saxony-Anhalt. In the school for paramedics run
by SOF Staff Commander and CSLI Major
Raymond Schulz the daily lessons were
therefore changed with thanks. „A continious
training concerning „ways out of violence“
was therefore part of the curriculum for first
aiders and paramedical staff.
The following focal points were part of the
curriculum:




Deescalation and intervention training
Bases of self-defence
Early risk detection
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To create distances and my right
to say no
To help nonviolently without endangering oneself
Illegal weapons and materials
Tools on duty

The Deputy SOF Staff Commander and
CSLI Major Hans Jürgen Eul and SOF Leading Staff Commander and CSLI Colonel
Danny Koch were responsible for the direct
instruction and performance. The whole confidence of the participants which had to be
consolidated and on which everything had to
built up was in their hands. Within a very
short time the participants got an idea what
is needed in the next missions and which
future behaviour can be helpful in a difficult
situation.
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Wrong ways of thinking that were practised
for many years by the participants could now
be implemented in an understandable language of humanity for every day use. Furthermore it was also necessary for the trainers to avoid any illusion on the side of the
training persons.
At the end the training goal was to encounter
correctly violence and conflicts with caution
and without over-estimation but nevertheless
to give a feeling of self-confidence.
At the end of this special training all participants were grateful for the glimpse in a new
unknown world that has to be researched
furthermore. Also in the future „The Sword of
Freedom-Corps“ will help those who need
help and support. Even if the aiders need
help themselves.

15TH EDITION
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Stop Bullying and Cyberbullying
17th March 2017

Report by Antonio Virgili
NAPLES - For the second year, the Corpo
Italiano di San Lazzaro – CSLI Italia
granted the patronage, together with the
City of Naples and the Italian Society for
Adolescent Psychiatry, to a meeting for
the
prevention
of
bullying
and
th
cyberbullying, on 17 March 2017.
Bullying and the more technological
cyberbullying are relevant problems among
youths in several countries, their effects may
cause serious psychological and social consequences for victims, up to some cases of
suicide. As smartphone diffusion is growing
also among children (7-11 years old) the
attention toward its related problems, risks
and psychological implications need to be
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increased. Families, parents, schools and
the whole society should be mobilized.
At the meeting, promoted by the association
“Chicco d’amore”, there was a broad participation of young students and general public.
The mass media can also play a strategic
role in the prevention and information, but it
is not easy to monitor the computer networks
and to ensure transparency and safety.
The CSLI Italia has suggested some volunteering actions and contributed, with its
Members also as operative group of Civil
Protection, to the success of the event.
Among the positive outcomes closer cooperation between associations.
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World Autism Day 2017
2nd April 2017

Report by Antonio Virgili
NAPLES - The United Nations 2017 Theme
for the World Autism Awareness Day has
been "Toward Autonomy and SelfDetermination".
The Corpo Italiano di San Lazzaro – CSLI Italia
has actively participated in the World Day for
Autism on 2nd April 2017 being at the important
public event “Integrazione: un insieme di colori
per I colori di un insieme”, to discuss about
prevention, integration and knowledge. The
event had the patronage of the Italian Ministry
of Education and University, of Regione Campania Local Government, of Comune di Napoli
and of the Lazarus Union too. The Corpo
Italiano di San Lazzaro guaranteed support
and civil protection assistance both at the inside events, the conference (attended by psychiatrists, scholars and social workers) and a
show of a young Paralympic team, and at the
open air event for autistic children.

From the United Nations Secretary-General's
Message for 2017: “On this World Autism
Awareness Day, let us all play a part in changing attitudes toward persons with autism and in
recognizing their rights as citizens, who, like
everyone else, are entitled to claim those rights
and make decisions for their lives in accordance with their own will and preference. As the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities points out, legal capacity and equal recognition before the law are
inherent rights that persons with autism enjoy
on an equal basis with other members of our
societies. In the exercise of those rights and
their freedom to make their own choices, let us
ensure that we make available the necessary
accommodations and support to persons with
autism. When they enjoy equal opportunity for
self-determination and autonomy, persons with
autism will be empowered to make an even
stronger positive impact on our shared future.”
Antonio Guterres

The CSLI operative group of civil protection
also had a information gazebo for promoting
the several activities of the association.
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Civil Protection service
28th April – 1st May 2017

Report by Antonio Virgili
NAPLES - This year, the Corpo Italiano di
San Lazzaro - CSLI Italia civil protection
group (NOPC), has worked to support
and to improve safety and the control the
everyday flow of visitors, mainly youths,
that crowded this XIX year edition of the
“Comicon”, in Napoli.
Our group has been operating the whole
day on all four days of the Festival.
All our operators have demonstrated professionalism and commitment in carrying
out this challenging assignment, coordinated by the officers Alexander Virgili and
Flavio Beninati.
The large numbers of visitors required a
constant attention and aptitude for quick
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and coordinated actions, so as flexibility in
adapting to the time variations in flow and
events.
More than 130.000 visitors spent enjoyable
hours at the festival, however, there are
quite a number of relief interventions, particularly for minor fainting, physical discomforts, or tiredness.
The first aid of our operators, and the presence of a medical officer of the CSLI Italia,
have reduced the outcomes and most of the
problems were resolved.
The Corps patrols have constantly been in
the wide spaces of the international Festival, wearing high visibility uniforms, giving
visitors a greater sense of security.
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Crises, emergencies and human rights
10th May 2017

Report by Alexander Virgili
ROME - On 10th May, in Rome, the Corpo
Italiano di San Lazzaro, organized a national meeting to discuss the theme of
human rights related to crises and emergencies in the Civil Protection contest.
The meeting, arranged with the LIDU, received the meeting received the moral patronage by the Italian Office of the European
Commission, the Centro Servizi per il
Volontariato of Lazio, and by the Municipal
Councils of three small towns very damaged
by the strong earthquake that occurred in
central Italia few months ago: Comune of
Accumoli, Comune of Amatrice, Comune of
Norcia.
The speakers have been the Honorary
President of LIDU On. Alfredo Arpaia, the
National President of LIDU Dr. Antonio
Stango, the Lazarus Union Vice President
and Commander of the Italian Saint Lazarus
Corps Prof. Antonio Virgili, the CSLI Italia
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expert in civil protection Dr. Mariangela
Garramone, the representatives of the citizens living in the earthquake damaged areas.
They were present at the meeting the representatives of some Italian civil protection
groups, scholars and human rights activists.
The idea of Prof. Virgili to closely associate
the crisis prevention, crisis intervention and
human rights culture has gained considerable interest and it was decided to follow up
the meeting by promoting more meetings
and a short publication on the subject in
order to contribute to a cultural change on
the theme.
On the occasion of the meeting was also
signed an agreement for cooperation between the Corpo Italiano di San Lazzaro
and the “Brigata Volontaria SVS Roma” for
civil protection activities.
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Civil protection and human rights in our days
24th May 2017

Report by Alexander Virgili
NAPLES - The Corpo Italiano di San
Lazzaro has given the moral patronage
and participated to the seminar on “The
future of human rights” at the Università
degli Studi Federico II of Napoli, one of
the oldest universities in Europe having
been founded in 1224. The seminar has
mainly been attended by Political Sciences courses students and registered the
contributions of some important international organizations working in the humanitarian aid, civil protection and volunteering fields.

Human rights need today to be less abstract
and more operative, volunteering, humanitarian aid and civil protection are ways in which
greater respect for human rights is possible,
starting with the fundamental ones. These
are ways in which greater respect for human
rights is possible, starting with the
fundamental ones. Their concreteness,
attention to the fragile social strata (children,
women, the elderly, the poor), the presence
in crisis situations, are also a positive
example for those who are skeptical about
the possibility of protecting human rights.

The seminar, started on 5th of April, was
planned to improve and enrich the student’s
preparation.

The speakers then discussed some of the
operational aspects:


At the final meeting of the seminar, they
have been two speakers of the Lazarus Union: the International Vice President and
Commander of the Italian Saint Lazarus
Corps Prof. Antonio Virgili and the CSLI Lt.
Beninati. A third speaker has been Dr.
Cervo, representing the Italian Red Cross.
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how are the emergency plans prepared,
how are groups and populations
alerted in an emergency,
the importance of organizational
flexibility,

and discussed some examples of the Italian
reality taken from seismic events that occurred in the last year.
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General Assembly “Encouragement Public”
25th March 2017

Report by Roberto Ortiz
PARIS - On March 25, 2017 CSLI Brazil
participated as a special guest of the
General Assembly of the association
“Encouragement Public” in France.
The Encouragement Public, is a French organization that celebrates this year its 85th
birthday, and has as mission to honor and
distinguish those who act with unselfishness,
individually or through associations, and to
recognize the women and men who take
care of that ones in need, in the most different forms.
The General Assembly happened at the
prestigious Military School (École Militaire) in
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Paris and was followed by a ceremony of
granting of awards. In this ceremony, some
of the members of CSLI Brazil members
were officially awarded with the magnificent
medals of this institution, including a promotion to the rank of Grand Cross.
In a big surprise, and a strong signal and
patent of our seriousness and international
recognition of our actions and our partnerships, we also have been awarded with the
Bronze Medal of the city of Paris. One of the
highest honors awarded by the city of lights,
and that light forever the way of work and
dedication to the CSLI-Brazil for more than
12 years already.
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The Group New Fribourg of CSLI Brazil

Report by Roberto Ortiz
NEW FRIBOURG - The Group Nova
Friburgo of CSLI Brazil was one of the
most active in the first half of 2017, acting
in several missions and helping in different fronts.
In March the Group Commander held a lecture at the University Estácio de Sá of Nova
Friburgo in which he presented the Lazarus
Union, its history and our devotion to humanitarian and charitable causes in Brazil and
also in the whole world.
Several other actions were performed, by
collecting and donating health and hygiene
material and clothes to the Elderly Home
Shelter Love to Jesus (LAJE), in the town of
Nova Friburgo, Rio de Janeiro.
LAJE, a philanthropic organization, was
founded more than 80 years ago, on 14 July
1929, by a group of people concerned about
the constant death of beggars on the streets
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of the city, because of cold and hunger. Institution of Long Permanence for Elders, it follows the rules laid down by ANVISA. Has
today 80 elderly, needy, all requiring special
care. Its main objective is the physical and
psychological recovery of the sheltered, taking them out of sub-human conditions that
often are. Due to the number of elderly, it
counts today with a physician specialized in
geriatrics, audiologists, dentists, physical
education
professionals,
psychologists,
physiotherapists and nursing technicians.
In these several actions the Group Nova
Friburgo of CSLI Brazil donated disposable
latex gloves, women clothes, bed and bath
linen and hygiene material.
It has been two years now that the CSLI
Brazil Group of Nova Friburgo is working
along with LAJE and has provided help to
this institution in moments of need.
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Impressions of the work of CSLI New Fribourg
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Action “Solidarity Movies – Victory Day”

Report by Roberto Ortiz
PENHA (SANTA CATARINA) - The most
important action of the CSLI Brazil in the
first half of 2017 was held by the delegation of Santa Catarina, which organized a
large campaign among students of the
second year of high school Manoel Henrique Daniel in the city of Penha/SC.
This action, called "Solidarity Movies – Victory Day", was imagined and led by CSLI Brazil, and joined, in a sole campaign, important
elements of citizenship, solidarity and charity.
In order to organize 4 film projections on v-e
day, may 8, for three weeks students collected clothing, personal hygiene items and
food.
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During this period of great social mobilization
in the entire school, they collected 2,133
pieces of clothing, 347 items of personal
hygiene and approximately 670kg of food.
This whole collection was donated to the
INAPC-National Institute of support to people
with cancer and to the Elderly Nursing Home
of Penha-SC.
This project earned us the nomination for the
prestigious “Bank of Brazil Foundation
Award for Social Technology” and is another
great step that further increases our notoriety
and that proves the seriousness, the values
and the commitment of the CSLI-Brazil.
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Impressions of the work of CSLI Delegation of Santa Catharina
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IN MEMORIAM
People enter our lives and accompany us for a while.
Some remain forever, for they leave their traces in our
hearts.
Oberst i.R. Reihard Wassertheurer

† 16.08.2013

Erich Kadlec

† 12.10.2014

Horst Schöffmann

† 22.02.2016

Mag. Werner Hartmann

† 12.08.2016

Prof. Mag. Gerhard Steinmetz MSc

† 06.11.2016
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Lazarus Union Chronicle 2007 to 2017
„…a vision became true…“
The last 10 years have been eventful years
of founding, building up, and developing the
LAZARUS UNION. These chronicles stand
at the end of an ambitious project and are
now available to all members, friends, and
supporters of the LAZARUS UNION, as well
as to all other interested parties.
The chronicles not only document the various events and activities but also give a
deep insight into the philosophy and the
values of the Lazarus Union. Also uniforms,
badges, and awards of the LAZARUS UNION are documented, and interesting information
on the Knighthood of Honour is provided.
Many of the events documented had almost been forgotten but but our chronicler Andreas
Haftner and our lector Oliver Gruber-Lavin “dug“ them up once more. A cordial Thank You for
all the troubles they underwent.
We have produced this chronicle entirely without sponsors and only with own resources.
Therefore actually every interested member of the LAZARUS UNION should own a copy as
what has been achieved in these past ten years is almost incredible, yet it is true!
The chronicles are available in two versions in different formats. The German version is
available already, the English version is expected to be available by August 2017. They can
be ordered via our WebShop.

High quality prestigious version (Price: EUR 84.-)
Description: Durable hardcover, content 624 pages, format: 210x297mm, spine: 42mm,
single thread-stitching. Digital colour print,150g art paper, text, and more than 2600 pictures,
drawings, and charts in glossy print. Cover: digital print hardcover, round spine, 2mm boxboard, outer sides glossy cellophane. Ribbon page marker dark blue, cotton with rayon border, half title and end-paper white. Shrink-wrapped in foil.

Softcover Buch (Price: EUR 54.-)
Description: Softcover, content 624 pages, format: 170x240mm, spine: 36mm glued laminated. Digital colour print, 130g art paper, text, and more than 2600 pictures, drawings, and
charts in glossy print. Cover: digital print, 350g art cardboard, outer sides matt cellophane,
half title and end-paper white. Shrink-wrapped in foil.
Postage: EUR 6.- (Austria), EUR 16.- (EU), EUR 25.- (international)
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