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Titular Home Kreuzenstein Castleby Lazarus UnionThe owner of Kreuzenstein Castle has re-ceived the Chapter of the Knighthood ofHonour and agreed that the castle may bethe “official titular home of the Knighthoodof Honour of the Lazarus Union” with imme-diate effect. This is a very important mile-stone in the history of the Lazarus Union andthe Knighthood of Honour, and we owe adebt of gratitude to the Wilczek family, andespecially to the owner of the castle, CountHans-Christian Wilczek. A visit to this won-derful castle is now almost a duty for eachmember of the Lazarus Union.
HISTORY OF THE CASTLEThe origins of Kreuzenstein, like most cas-tles inLower Austria, go back to the 11thCentury. Built by the Formbachem family,it came by marriage into the possession ofthe Counts of Wasserburg. ThroughOttokar II of Bohemia, the castle passedinto the possession of the Hapsburgs in1278.In July 1527, Baptist preacher BalthasarHubmaier was transferred to Kreuzensteinhaving been arrested under the pretext ofcausing riots in Mikulov (Moravia). He wasinterrogated at the castle but refused arevocation and was sentenced to death. He

was burned at the stake in Vienna onMarch 10th, 1528.Until the Thirty Years War the castle wasnever conquered, but it then fell into thehands of the Swedish Field MarshalLennart Torstensson. When he withdrewin 1645 he had it blown up in three (somesources say four) places.In the 18th Centu-ry the ruins of thecastle came intothe possession ofthe Counts ofWilczek, who hadamassed a largefortune throughthe familycoalmines in Sile-sia. In 1874 CountJohann Nepomuk Wilczek, famous forfunding polar exploration, began to gradu-ally re-build Kreuzenstein as a show castle.
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While it by no means replicated the ap-pearance of the former castle (a “Rom-anesque-Gothic pattern castle”), the re-mains of the medieval castle (especiallyparts of the curtain wall, trunk and parts ofthe east tower of the chapel) were incorpo-rated into the design. With a little practice,the eye can distinguish the medieval build-ing remains from the 19 Century masonrycomponents. The re-building work beganunder the supervision of the architect CarlKayser Gangolf. On his death in 1895, su-pervision passed to Ritter HumbertWalcher of Molthein and the artist EgonRheinberger.A family vault was built under the chapelwhere Count Johann himself has his finalresting place. The entire castle was builtpartly from the ruins of the medieval castleand partly from a variety of original com-ponents that Wilczek gathered from allover Europe. In addition, the castle wasstocked with a large collection of medievalfurnishings. The work lasted 30 years – atthe official re-opening on 6 June 1906 Kai-ser Wilhelm II of Germany, among others,was present. In 1915 lightning caused afire that burned part of the library wingand archives.

n 1945, during thefighting between theWehrmacht and theRed Army, some ofthe rooms were badlydamaged and manypieces of the collec-tion stolen. Many ofthe manuscripts fromthe Wilczek collec-tion are now in theAustrian NationalLibrary.Today the castle is apopular destinationfrom in and aroundVienna as a museum.At the end of Juneeach year a classical music Serenade washeld in the castle courtyard. However, atthe request of the Lord of the Castle, thesewill no longer be held here. On a nearbyhillside is the Kreuzenstein Eagle Sanctu-ary where public birds-of-prey shows areheld. It overlooks the Castle Inn, which hasbeen re-designed to represent a medievaltavern.And now, from June 2013, BurgKreuzenstein is also the titular home of theKnighthood of Honour of the Lazarus Un-ion.

www.kreuzenstein.com
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1.Investiture Vienna 2013
by Erich Kadlec
The ceremonial investiture of the Knight-
hood of Honour took place on April 27th,
2013 in the Austrian Military History Mu-
seum-Hall of Fame.As a prelude the Lazarus Union Music Corpsgave an open air concert with a performanceof Austrian Traditional Marches, directed bymusical director Fritz Lentner. The guestswere thus put into the right mood for theupcoming celebration which was also framedby our MusicCorps in anexcellent fash-ion.The ceremonyitself wascommenced bya formal march-ing in into thehall of fame ofthe museum,accompaniedby the soundsof the CSLI fan-fare and march. The Colours detachment wascommanded by CSLI Cpt. Gregor Holubek.When all participants had taken their seats,the protocol officer LtCol. Rudolf Murth tookover to guide the audience through the vari-ous steps of the celebration and providesome additional information. It was a joy tolisten to his most professional commentaries.A video documenting the 6th CSLI Air Daygave some insight into the work of the Laza-rus Union. Then the Grand Master of theKnighthood of Honour President Senator h.c.Wolfgang Steinhardt welcomed the guests

and
gave some explanations regarding the initia-tion ceremony.Many guests participated, of course a lot ofKnights of Honour and CSLI comrades –among them several guests from Germany,not shunning the long journey.Also members and high ranking officers ofthe Austrian Army participated, as well asdetachments from friendly organisations likethe Radetzky Order, the Order of St. Michael,the Austria Humanitas Corps, and the NavalComradeshipArchduke Fer-dinand Max.Also represent-atives of thediplomaticcorps and theAustrian Com-radeship Unionwere present.Our specialthanks go to the“knights“ fromPrima Nocteand Milites Sancti Imperii. They carried ourbanners and flags and provided with theirhistoric clothes a link to the beginning of theformer Order of St.Lazarus which recruitedits members among the lepers in Outremer,forming the “army of the living dead.“Our Grand Maser as well as most partici-pants was most impressed by the atmos-phere of the Imperial War Museum. A back-ground where the “knightly spirit“ definitelycould be felt.Grand Master Steinhardt pointed out that theLazarus Union is a world-wide accredited
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charitable organisation with lotsof activities on charity, humane,and peace-keeping fields, listed asNGO with the United Nations,having more than 15.000 mem-bers in 62 countries worldwideon all continents.
He further pointed out that the
Lazarus Union is neither a sec-
ular nor a religious knight‘s
order, adhering to no specific
religious group and having no
obligations toward some. The
Lazarus Union never claimed
clerical recognition in any form
so nor will it do so in the fu-
ture.The Lazarus Union wants to co-operate respectfully in peace withall religions, groups, and persons,segregating nobody. We haveanchored tolerance, humbleness,charity, and mercy in our missionstatement.The crusader‘s fanfare led over to thepresentation of the banners. Every Knight ofHonour is entitled to his own coat of armsand also to present this coat of arms on abanner at official events. At the command:
“Banner bearers – step forward!“ the des-

ignated banner bearers step forward andassume the assigned positions. The GrandMaster after calling the name hands the ban-ner over to the knight being honoured withthe banner. The knight turns towards theaudience and greets by lowering the banner.Then the knight returns the banner to thebanner bearer.Friendship banners to selectedfriendly organisations present arehanded over by the Grand Mar-shal.It is tradition in the course of agreat investiture that the LazarusUnion officer‘s promise is re-newed by all officers present.After the trumpet signal: “Atten-tion“ designated officers stepforward and put their left handon the flagpole of the Union flag.
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The Deputy Federal Commander WolfgangLeithner states the formal promise and allthe Officers present reply. “I promise on my
honour …“ Personal honour is the most pre-cious thing a Lazarus Union offer possesses.If he breaks this promise he puts disgraceupon himself.After a speech by the Grand Master the actu-al initiation ceremony takes place. It is a con-tinuation of the old tradition of the accolade.The intention accompanying the ceremony ismore important to us than the actual cere-mony itself. It claims no authenticity andshall not be compared to other initiationceremonies.The postulants also do not bend their kneebefore the Grand Master. In our opinion onebends the knee only in front of God, and nev-er in front of a human being like you or me.The Grand Master opens the investiture cer-emony. The candidates are called by theGrand Marshal and step forward as soon ascalled. Initiated into the Knighthood of Hon-our were: Hannes Hochmuth, Dipl.Ing. Her-bert Paulis, Dr. Oswin Hochstöger and Ser-geant Major Werner Winkelhofer. Four moreKnights of Honour were initiated by callingtheir name, their initiation will be made pub-lic in the course of the next investiture.The Grand Marshal annouces: “Dear … ….

(the candidate’s first name is used!) You
have come before the Chapter of the CSLI
Knighthood of Honour and by SECRET bal-
lot you were UNANIMOUSLY deemed wor-
thy to belong to our community as a … … ….(here the rank and position to which thecandidate is to be commissioned is used).
Come before us!”The Grand Master asks the candidate wheth-er he wants to belong to the community ofThe CSLI Knighthood of Honour with thefollowing words:
“I ask you therefore, before the assembled
congregation: Do you of your own free will
as … … .. (here the rank and position towhich the candidate is to be commissioned isused) want to belong to our community
and accept our mission?The candidate answers:
“I want it with all my heart!”The Grand Master asks the candidate:
“Are you aware what it means to be a
member of this community?”The candidate answers:
“Yes, I am!”The Grand Master then says:
“Into our Knighthood of Honour we whole-
heartedly welcome you. Receive the insig-
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nia of your new dignity: the sword, mantle,
and the insignia of the LAZARUS UNION
Knighthood of Honour.”After the symbolic accolade the new Knightof Honour is welcomed into the society withthe triple kiss of brotherhood. After this thenew Knight faces the audience while theGrand Master presents the new knight withthe words:
“Dear attendees, friends, comrades: here is
our new Knight of Honour, we applaud
him.”After the applause the CSLI Fanfare and theColours honourthe new knight.After some mu-sic variouspromotions andhonours areawarded.Knights ofHonourDipl.Kfm. HarryTomek andJosef-MariaGebel are pro-moted toKnight Com-mander ofHonour.Awards are presented to merited comrades,friends, and members of friendly organisa-tions.Once all investitures and promotions arefinished, the Grand Master speaks the follow-ing prayer:
Lord, make us an instrument of your peace,

that we practice love, where there is ha-
tred,

that we forgive, where there is injury,

that we connect, where there is strife,

that we tell the truth, where there is mis-
conception,

that we bring faith, where doubts are ex-
pressed,

that we awaken hope, where despair tor-
ments,

that we kindle a light, where there is dark-
ness,

that we bring joy, where there is sadness.

Lord, seek to
make it:

not that we are
comforted, but
that we com-
fort;

not that we are
understood,

but that we
understand;

not that we are
loved, but that
we love.

Because there
is in giving, receiving.

Anyone who forgets himself, finds himself;

Anyone who forgives is forgiven;

And who dies, awakens to eternal life!
Amen!This ends the investiture ceremony.An important part of the celebration is theremembrance for dead comrades. The Fed-eral Commander takes the Corps Bannerwhich is presented to him and when the mu-sic begins, he lowers the flag.
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Knighthood of Honour.”After the symbolic accolade the new Knightof Honour is welcomed into the society withthe triple kiss of brotherhood. After this thenew Knight faces the audience while theGrand Master presents the new knight withthe words:
“Dear attendees, friends, comrades: here is
our new Knight of Honour, we applaud
him.”After the applause the CSLI Fanfare and theColours honourthe new knight.After some mu-sic variouspromotions andhonours areawarded.Knights ofHonourDipl.Kfm. HarryTomek andJosef-MariaGebel are pro-moted toKnight Com-mander ofHonour.Awards are presented to merited comrades,friends, and members of friendly organisa-tions.Once all investitures and promotions arefinished, the Grand Master speaks the follow-ing prayer:
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Music: The Good ComradeFlags are all lowered, the audience is stand-ing.This is followed by one minute of silence. Alltake their place.Command: “Flags and banners – up!“This provides a worthy conclusion of thecelebrations which were a premiere as theywere for the first time being held withoutany clerical services. This is in line with ourstatutes as it underlines our ecumenical posi-tion and no religious group will be preferredany more. Members of theLazarus Union belong toalmost all religions of theworld.As a self-confident interna-tional organisation theLazarus Union has noneeds to court any reli-gion‘s favours. Representa-tives of any religious or-ganisation will always bewelcomed as guests ofhonour. The Lazarus Unionis open to all religions ofthe world with respect anddignity, with no exception,and we will continue this

way in the future.The Marshal directs the par-ticipants for the leaving pro-cession. They take their plac-es and prepare to leave thehall of fame to the sounds ofBeethoven‘s Symphony No. 9,Fourth Movement (“Ode toJoy“).Of course posing for a groupphotograph was obligatory.In this place we want also toexpress our thanks to thephotographers and cameramen.A small cocktail reception allowed for somesmall talk and chats with old friends andcomrades.The reactions to the celebration were posi-tive from all sides. Our thanks to all thosewho helped in various ways to make this asuccess. The main work was (as always) onour Grand Master.An impressive day ended with great dignity.
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Desaster Relief 2013by Klaus WeberMy valued Lazarus Union comrades!And I mean ALL, without regard to rank,because we are all one unit (not only) intimes of such a disaster!During flight missions yesterday and today(04.06.2013 & 05.06.2013) I recorded the-se shocking images of the disaster on thefloodplain of the Danube around Tulln! Myroute was fromStockerau to thepower plant atTheis. All the housesin the settlementhave been evacuat-ed, and stand withwater up to theirroofs.These devastatingpictures remind me,alas, of my reliefoperation of 2010 inIslamabad / Paki-stan. Time andagain, it’s an inde-scribable and unim-aginable horror forpeople who havelost all their belongings.These images certainly also saddened meas an outdoor enthusiast and hunter! See-ing wild animals struggling for survivaland searching for safety on floating islandswas a sight that was very difficult to bear!The roads are not passable because of thewater, which is sometimes 2m deep. Onlythe boards of the traffic signs protrude(there’s no trace of the bars). From a heli-copter perspective this might look harm-less. On the ground it certainly is not!

The District Jägermeister DI AlfredSchwanzer and Paul G. Schaufler, who con-tributed out of their own pockets, initiatedyesterday’s flights over Tulln.Today (05.06.2013) Ing. Andreas Völkl ofthe Neuhof-Schmida Forest Administrationand Ing. Roland Jaggler of the NortheastDistrict Forest Inspectorate attended forthe Northeast State Government! They areassociated with the Northeast Region Dis-aster Registry where the Lazarus Union isalso registered as adisaster relief or-ganization!In the afternoon Imade another flightin the municipalityof Kritzendorf,where the situationhas now also be-come very precari-ous! Also for tomor-row and Fridaysome additionalflights are sheduled.I wish you all a safeoutcome from thisdifficult situationand will continuemaking the helicopter of the Lazarus UnionAir Wing available for missions!Finally, I salute all the support staff whohave persevered through relentless opera-tions, despite exhaustion, and worked socourageously to stand by our people inthese very hard times.
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Organ of the Nations
by Erich Kadlec
Under this title a remarkable organ
concert to mark the 58th Anniversary of
the signing of the Austrian State Treaty
took place on 15 May 2013 in the
Rudolfsheim parish church. The concert
was held under the patronage of the
Lazarus Union Knighthood of Honour.On the Church’s great organ Mrs LusinePoppel played national anthems of theworld from a score specially edited for theorgan.The concert was a landmark in the historyof concert performances of the AustrianNational Anthem.As mentioned above, the occasion was thecommemoration of the signing of the StateTreaty in 1955. Another motive was toprovide an event that accorded all the na-tions of the world the same respect. So theconcert aimed to make a small contribu-tion to international understanding.On the night, the great church at KardinalRauscher Platz resounded to the anthemsof the signatory States of the Treaty and 12national anthems from around the world.The national anthems were selected ac-cording to artistic merit, not political crite-

ria.The selection was also, to some extent,subjective: the anthems either having adirect connection to the CSLI, or an indi-rect connection through individual mem-bers of the Lazarus Union.The CSLI was especially delighted that somany guests were able to accept the invita-tion – there being three simultaneous Vi-enna District Festival 2013 events thatevening.The Grand Master of the CSLI Knighthoodof Honour, Senator hc Wolfgang Stein-hardt, acted as presenter for the concert.Representatives of our allied organizationsattended: The Radetzky Order, The Orderof St. Michael and the Austria HumanitasCorps.We said welcome also to representativesfrom the diplomatic corps. Especially theMilitary Attaché of the Federal Republic ofGermany, LtCol Joachim Timmel and hiswife and our Knight of Honour, ChancellorAnton Marku from the Repbulic of Kosovoas well.After the entry of the Banners, the CSLIFanfare and our march (the PappenheimerMarsch) were played. The guests waited
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with some curiosity for the main program.How would The Marseillaise sound on theorgan? The national anthem ofArmenia,played as a prelude, made an impressiveintroduction to The Marseillaise withtrumpets and the powerful anthem oftheRussian Federation.All guests seemed visibly impressed tohear the well-known national anthemsplayed on a church instrument.After the Austrian National Anthem, thesinging of the song “I Had a Comrade” wasaccompanied by the lowering of Banners insalute. A minute’s silence was held to re-member all who lost their lives inwar.Although the concert lasted lessthan an hour, we shouldn’t forgetthat the organist had invested sev-eral days in preparation for thisunique project.Every single anthem was rewrittenfrom its orchestral score into a ver-sion playable on the organ. Thus theNational Anthems of Armenia,France, Germany, Albania, Britain,Russia, South Africa, Brazil, Japan,

The USA, The Dominican Re-public and Austria were heard.We are delighted to have MrsLusine Poppel as Music Officerin our ranks and look forwardto more successful concerts.Afterwards, a small receptionin the parish hall offered anopportunity for an exchange ofviews.The traditional Viennese cof-fee house, Café Weingartner,provided rolls for the recep-tion. They reflected the themeof the event, with their ingredients drawnfrom the national dishes of the 12 nationswhose anthems we had heard. Wine waskindly provided by The Association ofFriends of Rudolfsheimer Church.Truly, music knows no boundaries and wehope our concert was a small contributionto international understanding. Reactionswere positive in all cases. We thank you forcoming and look forward to the next con-cert.
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Concert „Viennesse Ballroom Stories“
by Lazarus Union
A delegation of the Lazarus Union visited
the festival concert given in the course of
the 34. Austrian Brass Music Festival. The
Viennese Brass Orchestra played waltz
and polka melodies in the arcade court of
Vienna‘s town hall to the motto “Viennese
ballroom stories.“For the first time three musicians participat-ed from the Lazarus Union Music Corps,which is an official member of the VienneseBrass Music Association since May 15th,2013.The concert was opened with Karl Rosner‘s“Viennese Opera Ball Fanfare.“ Directed bybandmaster Herbert Klinger the orchestraconsisting of various musicians from theassociation played a colourful variety oftunes, among others also from Strauß andZiehrer. Besides our three musicians therewere musicians from the Academic BrassPhilharmonic Orchestra Vienna, the k.u.k.Viennese Regiment Band IR 4, the ViennaPolice Music Corps and others. Our sutlers intheir white gala dresses were responsible forguest assistance on request of the officials

from Vienna‘s cultural town department.Also some rarely performed compositionslike the „Stefanie-Gavotte“ by AlphonsCzibulka were played in front of an enthusi-astic audience. Some tunes were accompa-nied by dancing performances presented bythe waltz formation of the dancing schoolEllmayer.The evening was moderated by Dr. FriedrichAnzenberger, member of the board and sci-entific director of the documentation centreof the Austria Brass Music Association andgeneral secretary of the International Societyfor Research and Support of Brass Music.After several bonus tunesstrongly demanded by theaudience the concert wasclosed – in the tradition ofthe New Year‘s Concert –with the Radetzky March.On leaving the town hall allladies were presented arose as a ladies‘ gift.
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Investiture Brazil 2013by Wolfgang Steinhardt
At the invitation of the Grand Prior of
the Brazilian Grand Priory of the United
Grand Priories of the Hospitaller Order
of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, Dr.Oswin
Hochstöger (Vice President of Corps
Saint Lazarus Austria-CSLA) and I at-
tended an investiture ceremony in Rio
de Janeiro. Our host, GenLt CSLI Roberto
Ortiz, is the CSLI Commander for Latin
America and Brazil as well as Grand
Prefect of
the Lazarus
Union
Knighthood
of Honour in
Brazil.The flight on28.2.2013,fromViennavia Amster-dam to Rio deJaneiro, tookabout 16hours so wewere fairlytired on our arrival at Rio but waiting forus at the airport was Capt CSLI MarcosAntonio Penna, ready to guide us to ourhotel.The hotel was in the “Leblon” district, avery safe and pleasant area. From the hotelroom we had a direct view of the Corcova-do Christ statue and the hotel also featureda large swimming pool on the roof.For the next day, discussions and prepara-tory meetings had been planned with Rob-erto Ortiz. Procedings concluded with

‚snacks’ of ten different, deliciously pre-pared, beef products. Costing very little foras much as we could eat, these were great-ly enjoyed.Later we also enjoyed seeing Rio de Janei-ro’s large and wonderful Botanical Garden.
The Investiture itself lasted over two
hours, not only because the founding of
the new future “Agnus Dei” and the es-
tablishment of the Grand Priory of Bra-

zil meant
the officials
had to be
sworn in,
but also be-
cause many

recordings
and awards
were also
made. I my-
self had the
great hon-
our to act as
Head of the

Investiture,
representing the Grand Chancellor of
the the Hospitaller Order of Saint Laza-
rus of Jerusalem, Dr. Max J. Ellul from
Malta.The closing gala luncheon following theInvestiture echoed to the friendly sound ofmany comradely discussions.The following days were filled with sight-seeing and further talks about the work ofthe CSLI in Brazil and Latin America, aswell as other future plans. The CSLI in Bra-zil, currently with almost 1,000 members
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(including the “Patrulha Aeria Civil – PAC”organization, a group member of the Laza-rus Union), is one of the largest nationalorganizations of the Lazarus Union and amajor Prefecture of the Lazarus UnionKnights of Honour. Latin Americais thecontinent with probably the most mem-bers and friends of the Lazarus Union.We visited, among others, the NationalTheatre, the famous“Sambadrome”, the modern145-meter-high modernCathedral of Rio de Janeirowith a capacity of 20,000people and, of course, theCorcovado and the blessing– the huge statue of Christat the summit.We also drove throughRio’s“favelas”, or slums, but get-ting out of the car wasn’trecommended. Viewingfrom a distance was safer.

The culmination wasthe visit to the summitof the world famous“Sugar Loaf” mountain,for me the ultimate ex-perience. From herehelicopters start theirunforgettable sightsee-ing flights, and you getthe best views of theamazing landscape inwhich Rio de Janeiro isset.Walking on the famousCopacabana and Leblonbeaches and seeing theinland lagoon brought our wonderful stayinRio de Janeiroto an end. After eight daysof new and beautiful experiences and mak-ing many new friends, on 8.3.2013 Oswinand I, after a flight of 17 hours, landed safe-ly back in Vienna.
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Investiture Malta 2013
by Hans-Rudolph GriesOrganised and managed by Presidentand CSLI Unions commander Senator h.c.Wolfgang Steinhardt this wonderful tripand ceremony took place.Also part of the group were: Josef MariaGebel, Col.retd. Reinhard Wassertheuerwith his wife Theresia, JohannHochmuth, Peter Jung, Dr. OswinHochstoger with his wife Bettina, andCaptain (naval) retd. Hans-Rudolf Grieswith his wifeMonika.After a shortand comforta-ble flight welanded in Val-letta-Malta.The pre-arrangedtransportationwas alreadywaiting andsafely got us to the Hotel Topaz in St.Paul‘s Bay. After a short refreshing wevisited the Archbishop‘s cathedral inMdina, a highlight.Before we had a stop in Mostar at thecathedral with its dome made fromstones, third-largest in the world. In WWII a wonder took place here when a bombdropped from an enemy aircraft pene-trated the dome and landed among al-most 5000 praying worshippers but didnot explode. The bomb as well as the

hole it made can both be seen today inthe church‘s registry.After a stroll through the old town,watching a move about the history ofMdina and Malta we got rather hungryand found a nice restaurant. With newstrength we continued to Valetta andfinally back to the hotel.
Day 2Josef Maria was late again so I withoutfurther ado Irenamed himto JM butmotherTheresia andassistantMonika tookhim undertheir wingsand so thatwas takencare of. Tripwith the ferryto Gozo.The first place of interest was the newestchurch on Gozo, devoted to John the Bap-tist, with its start of construction in 1951and final completion only in 1972, hugejust like a cathedral! From the tower ter-race of the church we could enjoi thewunderful few over the island of Gozo.On we went. In Il-Qawra, a small inlandlake, we rented a nutshell they called aboat and passed a small cave which aftersome 500m led into the ocean where wecould see additional caves and grottos.
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Troubled sea did not amuse everyone butthe many sights made up for a lot.We continued by cab to Marsalforn, asmall idyllic fishing village at the north-east coast of Gozo into Neptune‘s Restau-rant where a wonderful fish barbecuewas served, with all the extras. After wewere filled up the next points of interestin Rabat (Victoria), the capital of Gozo,were tackled.The fortress and the old town brought amedieval crusader‘s flair. A lot of shop-ping was done on the market. Tired butsatisfied we made our way back to ourhotel.
Day 3At 9 o‘clock already a bus was waiting tobring us to Valetta for the investiture

ceremony. There was international par-ticipation from America, Germany, Scot-land, England, South Africa, Belgium,Hungary, Montenegro, Ukraine, and Aus-tria. (hopefully I did not forget anyone).Our detachment dressed in white galauniforms and full ornate was good formany an admiring look, especially Peterwith his red sash reminded me of Em-peror Franz Josef of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The other membersof the Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarusof Jerusalem and those of the CSLI dele-gations from other countries gave us awarm welcome, as if we would be old

friends.The investiture in the venerable Domini-can Church in Valetta was a wonderfulceremony with a Holy Mass and the fol-lowing investiture where Josef MariaGebel as Chancellor and representative ofthe Grand Priory of Austria was appoint-ed as a Commander did not take all toolong. For me the ceremony finishedsomewhat abruptly and without a com-mon march-out.A gala dinner in the Westin DragonaraHotel, some speeches and a lottery com-pleted the programme. Back to the hotel
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in St. Paul we had the afternoon for our-selves and I used the time to examine thesmall town. A nice beach promenade, lotsof souvenir shops, nice restaurants, andthe smell of the sea, what more can onewant? Back to the hotel we had dinner,actually I was already full but could notresist the sweets. Some others had twoservings of pasta, no comment …
Day 4A cab drove us to Valletta harbour wherewe had the great harbour tour andthanks to Wolfgang‘s negotiation skillswe had the boat just for our group (it wasa larger vessel in old Maltese ways) and

so were able to see all the attractions ofthe impressive Valetta harbour. Thesmall and large yachts were quite im-pressive but thinking about their fuelbills left me completely free of envy.In the open sea there was a great sur-prise. Monika received her decree as aCSLI member and “Commander of theCSLI Navy Corps“ by the president andUnion commander. I also receive mymembership decree and a nomination as“Captain CSLI Navy Corps.“ What a sur-prise! Fortunately Monika (my wife) didnot get an Admiral‘s rank as this wouldhave led to some problems at home.

Then we go to Marsaxlokk where theyhave market day. Lots of clothing marketstands make the ladies‘ eyes shiningbright but fortunately they revert tosome moderate shopping only.Next to the clothes they had fresh fish,something one has to come up with. Inthe restaurant which was recommendedto us we had some Prosecco to have atoast on our new decrees but that was itall. After some two hours of waiting andseveral reminders there was nether foodnor an excuse by the patron.Fortunately the drinks were paid alreadyso bilking was out of question.Hungry and somewhat “fed up“ we leftthe place when the patron all of a suddendid not want to let us go away, calling forthe police and making a lot of fuss. Therestaurant “Gente di Mare“ in Marsaxlokkshould definitely be avoided as well as its
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patron, Mr. Darren Gegabrielle. Finallywe managed to leave the inhospitableplace.Because of this we unfortunately misseda 5D movie on Malta and its history. Sowe only had a walk through Valletta leftwhen we finally found a shop with tieswhich seemed to be out of stock in Mal-ta (in contrast to previous years). Nowthe gents had a chance to turn the tableson the ladies and do some shopping. Ourbus was there on time to finally bring usback to our hotel.The joint dinner was spent with lots of

talks on the experiences before every-body left tiredly for their room.
Day 5Wake-up call at 4 o‘clock, inwords four, and departure to theairport at 5. The hotel manage-ment had some pity with us andprovided hot coffee. Little traffichad us back at the airport quicklyand after check-in there was final-ly time for a small breakfast. Afteran uneventful flight we arrivedback in Vienna later in the morn-ing.For me and my wife it was a great

experience, my personal impression re-spectively resumé: all of Malta is a livemuseum, most interesting. A short tripyes, a holiday rather no. We can not giveany report on the night life as we alwayscame back completely tired, other peopleneed at least one week for this program,good food, some Maltese wines need toget used to, good prices. We‘d love tocome back but please no more Toyotataxi bus. It was a little small for ten peo-ple but on the other hand we had to payonly 40€ per person for all five days.Once again our thanks to Wolfgang forhis troubles to provide only the best forhis detachment.Thank you also to the comrades for thewarm welcome.
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St. George’s Day
by Lazarus Union

The traditional St. George’s Mass was
celebrated on 28 April in the Cathedral
of The Theresa Military Academy in
Wiener Neustadt, which is dedicated to
St. George.A delegation of the Lazarus Union tookpart, together with our friends from theRadetzky Order and the Austria HumanitasCorps.The solemn Mass was celebrated by theDeputy Dean of the Radetzky Order, Mili-tary Dean Siegfried Lochner, M.A.The church was built around the year1440. In 1479 The Knightly Order of St.George moved its headquarters to WienerNeustadt, after which the church adoptedSt. George as its Patron Saint.The church was completely destroyed bybombing in March 1945, but reconstruc-tion was completed in 1951. Since 1987 ithas been the seat of the Military Bishop.The statue of St George on the High Altar isa Milanese bronzework from the time ofEmperor Frederick III. During the turmoilof the post-war period, the statue was sto-len in 1948 and broken up into 14 parts.After mucheffort, thepieces wereretrievedand thestatue re-assembled.The greatHoly mar-tyr Georgeis the Pa-tron Saint

of knights and soldiers and is a source ofhelp when in distress – for help in abuseand other severe cases, in spiritual strug-gles, and in the danger and misery of war.His symbol is the Cross of St. George (a redcross on white background). Other Holyattributes with which the Saint is associat-ed are the dragon, the lance and hispresentation as a knight on horseback.Historical information about him is uncer-tain. He was possibly born in the secondhalf of the 3rd Century inCappadocia. It isbelieved that he was a senior officer in theRoman army.Many legends have grown up around hisname. The most famous is probably hisrole as Dragon Slayer: the legend – thereare many versions – is that he saved aprincess from an evil dragon. The venera-tion of St. George starts in the 4th Centuryin the form of the dragon slayer. In the12th Century he first appears as the em-bodiment of of religious valour.In the sermon, he was presented as a mod-el in the fight for the faith.The secular part of the feast day endedwith a joint lunch with our comrades and afriendly exchange of ideas.
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Air Field Festival
by Hannes Hochmuth
On Saturday and Sunday 15th-16th June
2013, the traditional airfield festival
was held at Stockerau Aerodrome.The LAZARUS UNION had been asked toprovide the medical services for the festi-val. Comrades University Lecturer Dr. Ga-briel Halat MD, Christopher Ptak, PeterJung (who had come specially from Ger-many) and Wolfgang Steinhardt took on

this task.Fortunately, due to the thoroughly goodorganization of the whole event, there wasnothing to do in the specially constructedmedical aid station (except to apply a fewplasters).Also part of the team were ourfriends from the Vienna Disaster AidService (KHDW) who had broughttheir support vehicle.Interesting events included themodel aircraft shows, demonstra-tions of engine-powered and glideraerobatics, jet aircraft, helicoptersand model drones. Some young ‘pi-lots’ also showed their skills on themodel aircraft!

Sightseeing flights could be taken in anAntonov AN-2, the largest single-enginedbiplane in the world and a true legend ofaviation. These great sightseeing flightsover the Danube were at the same time aninteresting journey into flying history.There were also opportunities to enjoy theflying club aircraft and much more.The FSV2000 Flying Club is an honorarymember of the LAZARUS UNION and, withits airfield north of the city of Stockerau,offers all flight sports fans the opportunityto learn to fly and practise glider, engine-powered, night vision and instrument fly-ing. There are 15 engine-powered aircraftand 3 gliders available to club members.The helicopter flight school LAZARUS AER-IAL AIR CORPS – ALAC is also located atthe airport, where it has its headquarters.

page | 20 Saint Lazarus – Magazine Edition 01/2013

Air Field Festival
by Hannes Hochmuth
On Saturday and Sunday 15th-16th June
2013, the traditional airfield festival
was held at Stockerau Aerodrome.The LAZARUS UNION had been asked toprovide the medical services for the festi-val. Comrades University Lecturer Dr. Ga-briel Halat MD, Christopher Ptak, PeterJung (who had come specially from Ger-many) and Wolfgang Steinhardt took on

this task.Fortunately, due to the thoroughly goodorganization of the whole event, there wasnothing to do in the specially constructedmedical aid station (except to apply a fewplasters).Also part of the team were ourfriends from the Vienna Disaster AidService (KHDW) who had broughttheir support vehicle.Interesting events included themodel aircraft shows, demonstra-tions of engine-powered and glideraerobatics, jet aircraft, helicoptersand model drones. Some young ‘pi-lots’ also showed their skills on themodel aircraft!

Sightseeing flights could be taken in anAntonov AN-2, the largest single-enginedbiplane in the world and a true legend ofaviation. These great sightseeing flightsover the Danube were at the same time aninteresting journey into flying history.There were also opportunities to enjoy theflying club aircraft and much more.The FSV2000 Flying Club is an honorarymember of the LAZARUS UNION and, withits airfield north of the city of Stockerau,offers all flight sports fans the opportunityto learn to fly and practise glider, engine-powered, night vision and instrument fly-ing. There are 15 engine-powered aircraftand 3 gliders available to club members.The helicopter flight school LAZARUS AER-IAL AIR CORPS – ALAC is also located atthe airport, where it has its headquarters.

page | 20 Saint Lazarus – Magazine Edition 01/2013

Air Field Festival
by Hannes Hochmuth
On Saturday and Sunday 15th-16th June
2013, the traditional airfield festival
was held at Stockerau Aerodrome.The LAZARUS UNION had been asked toprovide the medical services for the festi-val. Comrades University Lecturer Dr. Ga-briel Halat MD, Christopher Ptak, PeterJung (who had come specially from Ger-many) and Wolfgang Steinhardt took on

this task.Fortunately, due to the thoroughly goodorganization of the whole event, there wasnothing to do in the specially constructedmedical aid station (except to apply a fewplasters).Also part of the team were ourfriends from the Vienna Disaster AidService (KHDW) who had broughttheir support vehicle.Interesting events included themodel aircraft shows, demonstra-tions of engine-powered and glideraerobatics, jet aircraft, helicoptersand model drones. Some young ‘pi-lots’ also showed their skills on themodel aircraft!

Sightseeing flights could be taken in anAntonov AN-2, the largest single-enginedbiplane in the world and a true legend ofaviation. These great sightseeing flightsover the Danube were at the same time aninteresting journey into flying history.There were also opportunities to enjoy theflying club aircraft and much more.The FSV2000 Flying Club is an honorarymember of the LAZARUS UNION and, withits airfield north of the city of Stockerau,offers all flight sports fans the opportunityto learn to fly and practise glider, engine-powered, night vision and instrument fly-ing. There are 15 engine-powered aircraftand 3 gliders available to club members.The helicopter flight school LAZARUS AER-IAL AIR CORPS – ALAC is also located atthe airport, where it has its headquarters.



Edition 01/2013 Saint Lazarus – Magazine page | 21

Banner blessing in Rudolfsheimby Lazarus Union
The Rudolfsheimer Church is well known
to the members of the Lazarus Union and
in the autumn of 2012 an Association, the
“Friends of Rudolfsheimer Church”, was
formed there.On 21.03.2013 this Association invited theCSLI Knighthood of Honour to the solemndedication of their Banner.Together with the Altar Boys and twoChargers, the Knights of Honour accompa-nied the Banner Party ofthe Association into thechurch.To the sound of thechurch organ, the pro-cession made its wayfrom the darkness of thenight into the brightlylit Church.The Celebrant of theMass (Chaplain GerhardHöbert) spoke duringhis sermon about theimportance of the Ban-ner as a sign of theircommon goal.Rudolfsheim’s Priest, Msgr. Franz Fischer,then took the Banner into his care.

Symbolicly, he struck the Banner three times.The reception was afestive occasion andLent was temporarilysuspended.The members of theassociation spared noexpense or effort inentertaining theirguests well.A cake decorated withwith the arms of theassociation was alsoserved.The Chairwoman of the association, BarbaraKitavujja, presented the Lazarus Union witha Certificate of Appreciation for participatingin the blessing of their Banner.
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Consecration of Water 2013
by Spectator
The Lazarus Union was very happy to re-
ceive an invitation from the Orthodox
Military Chaplaincy of Austria’s Armed
Forces to the Consecration of Water in
Vienna’s Maria Theresa Barracks.On Wednesday 16 January, the delegationpunctually met under the leadership of theUnion Commander, Senator h.c. WolfgangSteinhardt.He was accompanied by the Adjutant Gen-eral, Christopher Ptak, the CSLI AmbassadortoLithuania, Algis Klimaitis, and the Com-mander of the Honour Guard, Colonel-CSLIPatrick Poppel.In the presence of several Catholic MilitaryChaplains, the water was consecrated by theOrthodox Military Chaplain, Father Alexan-der Lapin D.D.Before the consecration he explained someof the background to the ceremony and the

various customs of the Orthodox Church.The ceremony followed the Byzantine Rite,but was conducted in German. This allowedall participants to follow the procedingseasily.Although the consecration was held in theopen air, all those present could smell thefragrant incense. Only a very few were both-ered by the bitter cold.Because of their great commitment to ecu-menical dialogue, it was a great honour forthe representatives of theLazarus Union to partici-pate in this ceremony. Atthe end, everyone was ableto take a little of the conse-crated water home withthem.The celebration alsodemonstrated, once again,the important integrativevalues of the Austrian mili-tary.
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Floriani Mass Service of the FF Spillern
by Erich Kadlec
At the invitation of the Volunteer Fire
Brigade, Spillern, a delegation of the Laz-
arus Union attended their St. Florian’s
Day Mass on 5 May 2013. Saint Florian is
the Patron Saint of fire fighters, and “In
God’s honour, our neighbour to defend”
was the slogan of the day.We met, on time as always, and in good timefor a coffee at the fire station. Then wemarched together to the church, a modernbuilding fromthe 1960s and achurch towhich I willcertainly comeagain.The Mass wascelebrated byRev. KR Msgr.FrancisForsthuber, in adignified stylethat suited thechurch. In hissermon he gave thanks for the firemen’s vitalservice to the community and asked for theblessing of St. Florian. He also talked aboutdealing with the problems that can arise inany organization.After Holy Mass our President, Senator hcWolfgang Steinhardt, spoke to present theLazarus Union after which he took the op-portunity to honour some of the Spillern firefighters.Awards were: the CSLI Mission Cross inBronze to BI Karl Konrad, OFM Markus Lenzand Josef Steiner FM, and in Gold to EOBI

Ferdinand Mayer. (Since business preventedthe first three mentioned attending, theirawards were accepted by BR Adolf Huber.)The Spillern Volunteer Fire Brigade partici-pated in our Disabled Flight Day in 2012.They provided two fire trucks for tours,which proved very popular.We also had the opportunity to visit the firemuseum. EOBI Ferdinand Mayer led usthrough the collection. It is an interestingmuseum that has been put together with realdedication.BR Adolf Hubertook us aroundthe fire stationand gave us anoverview of theBrigade. Cur-rently there are59 active mem-bers, 6 youthvolunteers anda 7-man re-serve. In opera-tions therewere 86 hours of fire-fighting, 320 hours oftechnical operations, some false alarms and2,452 hours of exercises and meetings.After we had been entered in the guest book,we were treated to coffee and cake.Also impressive is the equipment the Brigadeuses with their various vehicles – these in-clude barges and a rescue boat for the waterservice. We were also able to visit the com-mand centre, which was manned and readyfor action. Regarding communications, theSpillern Brigade has long been part of thedigital age. It has been converted in part tothe digital radio system BOS Austria (for
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authorities and organizations with securitytasks). The same applies to the alarm, withdigital pagers purchased here. The fire fight-ers’ tasks will become increasingly difficult(with more technical operations) and thiswill require better, more diverse, intensiveand prolonged training.At this get-together we guests were gener-ously given gifts, which we much appreciat-ed, but it also provided us with an opportuni-ty to exchange ideas and to get to know eachother better. What is certain is that theSpillern Volunteer Fire Brigade will onceagain participate in our next Disabled FlightDay. We look forward to seeing them!Impressions:
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